Correspondence between Stow and members 
of the GES and the CCE 

From Stow to Kay, undated but about 1834

A letter of Stow’s ‘whose pupils would no longer accept union appointments under the control of Boards partly composed of illiterate and ignorant farmers whose delight it is to find fault.’
Remainder of the letter now lost: quoted Houseman, Chapter 14

From GES to the Treasury, March 1838

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury

My LORDS, 

On the part of the Glasgow Educational Society, of which we are office-bearers, we take leave to address your Lordships to solicit pecuniary aid to complete the Normal Seminary they have in part erected in this city. 

This Society, established with the view of improving the general state of education in the west of Scotland, more particularly elementary education for the children of the lower orders of society, found the greatest obstacle to the attainment of this end to be the want of a proper system of teaching and training on the part of the schoolmasters, and conceived that an institution wherein models should be exhibited of schools conducted on the most improved plans, and opportunity afforded of practically engaging in the art of teaching under the direction of experienced guides, would, by supplying persons trained to their profession, be of the greatest advantage in removing this obstacle. 

The Society therefore resolved to use every exertion to provide a permanent institution for these purposes, but it required a large sum of money to erect the necessary buildings and to provide for the current expenses. They felt confident that their fellow-citizens would contribute to a certain extent, and hoped that your Lordships would lend the aid of Government to accomplish an object so beneficial to the country. A deputation from the Society waited upon the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer about two years ago, to ascertain whether he would recommend a grant of £3000 for this purpose, provided a similar sum were raised by voluntary contribution; the proposal was well received by him, but as he was not prepared to give a decided answer, no further steps were then taken, and no formal application was then made to your Lordships. 

The Society, however, anxious to have their scheme acted upon, proceeded soon afterwards to raise a subscription, and obtained in this way about £2000, which they laid out in the purchase of a piece of ground upon which to erect the necessary buildings, and fixed upon the plan annexed to this letter, which it was estimated would cost about £10,000, and require about £1000 annually to provide for the current expenses, there being four Model Schools fitted to train 1000 children, each requiring separate teachers, besides a rector to superintend the whole. 

From the difficulty of meeting such an expense, the Society proposed to commence with the two schools only, as part of the plan, an Infant and a Juvenile school, and as these would be equally efficient, as common schools, although used as Model Schools, they applied to your Lordships for a grant of £1000 being one-half of the estimated expense of two common schools of equal size, although these, from forming part of the whole institution, would cost much more. This request was lately complied with by your Lordships, as intimated to the Rev. Dr Black and the Rev. Peter Napier, on certain conditions with which the Society are ready to comply, but delay applying for the money until they have laid upon your Lordships all their wants. 

The Society have gone further than at first proposed, and have completed the two wings of the annexed plan, containing four schools, at the expense of about £6000 in addition to the cost of the ground: to meet which they have only raised about £1000 by voluntary contribution, in addition to the first sum expended on the ground, and have borrowed the remainder on the personal responsibility of certain members of the Society, trusting to further donations and a liberal grant from Government to enable them to discharge this debt. 

There will, how ever, be a further sum of about £4000 to complete the institution by building the centre part of the annexed plan, so that there may be a hall for the rector, and other rooms for the practical exercise of the students under training. 

The Society had two Model Schools in operation for a considerable time before any part of their Normal Seminary was erected, where upwards of 250 teachers, male and female, were trained, most of whom are now successfully conducting schools in various places, and these Model Schools have lately been transferred to the Seminary, where they are now carried on, and about 50 normal students are at present under training there. 

The Glasgow Normal Seminary is connected with the Church of Scotland in the same way as the Scottish Parochial Schools, being intended chiefly to train masters for these schools, but all of every denomination are admitted to its benefits as students upon the same terms, viz., upon payment of a small fee in aid of the funds. 

Having thus explained to your Lordships the object which the Glasgow Educational Society have in view, and the progress they have made in establishing their Normal Seminary, we respectfully solicit from your Lordships a grant of £5000 to enable the Society to complete this institution, and we shall be ready to exhibit vouchers of the actual expenditure in such form as your Lordships may require. Requesting an early reply to this application, 

We remain, 

( Signed) 

HENRY DUNLOP, Vice-President. 

WILLIAM BROWN, Vice-President. 

DAVID STOW, Secretary

JOHN LEADBETTER, Treasurer. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, Treasurer. 

Note: In the above Scot’s pounds (l.) have been changed to £ pounds sterling. 

Indicates that, in 1838, the planned Cost of the Normal Seminary, including the four model schools was £2,000 for the ground plus £10,000 making the £12,000 referred to elsewhere. From the account this did not include the cost of £2540 for the initial purchase of a field. 
From the Treasury to the National School Society, 7 July 1838.
(Example of the conditions of the application for a grant)

Sir, 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to request that you will state to the National School Society, that My Lords, being of opinion that it will be expedient to procure and lay before Parliament more specific and detailed information than has been yet obtained with respect to the schools towards the erection of which grants have been made by the public, are desirous of inviting the National and the British and Foreign School Societies to direct an inspection to be made this purpose of the several schools which they have recommended to this Board, and for the erection of which grants have been appropriated out of the Parliamentary votes; the result of such inspection to be communicated to the Treasury from time to time, and the reports to comprehend the following particulars, together with any further observations which may present

themselves.

I.
State of the school-house.

2.
Extent of accommodation for scholars.

3.
Average number of scholars in attendance, distinguishing males from females.

4.
Name and age of masters and mistresses.

5.
Statement whether such masters and mistresses have been educated for the purpose of instruction, and at what school.

6.
Statement whether the whole time of such masters and mistresses is devoted to teaching, or whether they exercise any other, and what avocation or profession.

7.
Annual salaries of such masters and mistresses.

8.
Payments, if any, which are required from scholars, and rates of such payments, and their appropriation.

9.
 Income and expenditure of every such school for the last year. .

10.
Course of instruction in such school, distinguishing which of the following branches of instruction are taught; viz.-Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, History, Geometry, Algebra, Works of Industry.

11.
Books read at the school.

12.
Whether provided with a lending library.

13.
How governed, whether by a committee or otherwise.

14.
The average term of a child's instruction in passing through the school.

I am also directed to request you will state to the Society, that, considering the number of

new schools which have been assisted by the Parliamentary Grant, as well as those which

were previously in existence, My Lords are of opinion that the erection of Model Schools

for the instruction of teachers by both the National and British and Foreign School Societies

would greatly tend to add to the efficiency of their several establishments, and that they

should be called upon, if the respective Committees of those Societies concur in this opinion,

to take steps for such purpose, It appearing to My Lords that public aid might be advantageously directed towards this object provided a suitable plan for carrying these intentions into effect were submitted to this Board and approved of, and provided that the principle of private contribution, already laid down and carried into effect by previous Minutes of their Lordships, were strictly adhered to.

My Lords therefore request that you will bring these two important questions under the

notice of the Committee of the National School Society without delay, in order that the

opinion of the Society may be expressed upon them, and if that opinion is favourable, that

these proposals may be carried into early and practical effect.

My Lords will reserve two sums of £500 each to be applied towards the expense of the

inspections and reports to be made by the two Societies; any excess beyond those sums to

be defrayed by the Societies themselves; and My Lords will reserve the consideration of the

claim which may arise for assistance towards the establishment of Model Schools until they

have before them the replies to the .present communication. -

 The Secretary of The National School Society.
  I am, &c (signed) A. Y. Spearman.

Letter from GES to Kay: 22nd August, 1839. 

Glasgow,

SIR,

ON the part of the committee of the Glasgow Educational Society, we take leave to apply to you for information, whether the Right Honourable the Committee of Her Majesty's Privy Council on Education are disposed to direct the grant to them of £1,000 towards the expense of erecting their Normal schools, for which application was made in September last year to the Lords of Her Majesty's Treasury by a committee of the subscribers to these schools, as the Committee of the Educational Society still labour under great embarrassment from the burden of the debt which they have incurred in their erection. 

The committee trust at some future period to be able to impress the Lords of the Committee of Council with the strength of their claims for a larger rant of money; but, relying on the future favourable consideration of the committee, they are anxious to represent the importance of this part being made without delay. 

We are, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN LEADBITTER, Treasurer. 


JAMES BUCHANAN, Treasurer. 

DAVID STOW, Secretary. 

WILLIAM BROWN, Member of Committee. 

Letter from Kay to Leadbitter: 21st September, 1839.

Council Office, Whitehall, 

SIR,


With reference to a letter of the 22nd August, 1839, addressed to the secretary of the Committee of Council on Education by yourself and other gentlemen, on behalf of the Committee of the Glasgow Educational Society, applying for a grant of £1,000 in aid of that society's Normal school, I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to acquaint you, that in making any grant for a Normal school, or for any other school, their lordships will require the right of inspection as an indispensable condition of the grant. 

Persons' authorized by the Privy Council will be appointed from time to time to inspect schools aided by public grants, for the purpose of seeing that the proposed arrangements towards which the public have been called upon to contribute are fully carried into effect. 
The inspectors appointed for this purpose will not possess or claim any right to interfere with the religious teaching, and will neither claim nor exercise any authority as to the discipline and management of the schools ; but they will be directed to report to the committee as to the secular instruction and general regulation of the schools, so as to enable the Committee to make to Her Majesty in Council a faithful report, to be laid before both Houses of Parliament. 

I am directed to request that you will communicate this letter to the Committee of the Glasgow Educational Society, and then acquaint me, for their lordships' information, whether the application of that society is upon this understanding renewed to the Committee of Council. 

I am, &c. 

J. P. Kay

From GES to CCE, 11th October, 1839

To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education. GLASGOW, October 11th, 1839. 

Terms of acceptance for the original Government Grant of £1,000

Her Majesty's Government having proposed to grant the sum of £1000 for the support of the Glasgow Normal Seminary, the following are the terms of acceptance by the Committee also Glasgow Educational Society:

My LORDS, 

On the part of the Committee of the Glasgow Educational Society, we have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Mr Chester's letter of the 21st ultimo, addressed to Mr Leadbetter, the Society's Treasurer, in reference to a grant of £1000 in aid of the Society's Normal Seminary, in which letter Mr Chester states, that in making any grant for any school, your Lordships will require the right of inspection as an indispensable condition of the grant, and that persons authorised by the Privy Council will be appointed from time to time to inspect schools aided by public grants, for the purpose of seeing that the proposed arrangements, towards which the public have been called upon to contribute, are fully carried into effect; but that the inspectors appointed for this purpose will not possess or claim any right to interfere with the religious teaching, and will neither claim nor exercise any authority as to the discipline and management of the school; but that they will be directed to report to your Lordships as to the secular instruction and general regulations of the school, so as to enable your Lordships to make to her Majesty in Council a faithful report to be laid before both Houses of Parliament. We beg leave respectfully to request a grant of £1000 in aid of our Normal Seminary with a recognition of the right of inspection thus required by your Lordships, as above quoted. 

We have the honour to be, My Lords, Your Lordships' most obedient servants, (Signed) 

JOHN LEADBETTER, Treasurer. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, Treasurer. 

DAVID STOW, Secretary. 

WILLIAM BROWN, Member of Committee.

From Buchanan to the CCE: 2nd December, 1839.

Glasgow, 

MY LORDS,

ON the part of the Glasgow Educational Society, I beg to enclose a certificate from the promoters of their model schools, which they hope will be in the form required by your lordships, and that your lordships will be pleased in consequence to make payment to them of the £1,000 for which they have applied. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) 
JAMES BUCHANAN,
Assistant Treasurer. 

Letter from Kay to GES: 4th December, 1839 

Committee of Council on Education, 

Council Office, Whitehall.

GENTLEMEN,


THE Committee of Council on Education direct me to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of Mr. James Buchanan, your assistant treasurer, dated the 2nd of December, enclosing a certificate signed by certain directors of the Glasgow Educational Society, and promoters of the Normal seminary situated in Dundas Vale. 
My Lords are aware that the £1,000 which they have granted towards the erection of the Glasgow Normal seminary will not enable the directors to defray the whole debt which has been incurred by the very judicious and enter rising arrangements made for the education and training of teachers in that establishment, and that consequently some modification of the ordinary certificate has become inevitable. My Lords accept the certificate forwarded by the assistant treasurer, and will in a few days make arrangements for the payment of the money to such person as may be appointed to receive it by the directors of the Glasgow Educational Society, it being understood that the sum of  £1,000 thus granted is to be applied solely to the liquidation of the debt incurred in the erection of the building used as a Normal 


seminary in Dundas Vale. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed)
J. P. KAY.

From Stow to Kay: 24th January, 1840 

Glasgow 24th.Jany 1840 

My Dear Sir, 

I am without any answer as to the length of time you can wait for the Infant Trainers for Van Diemans Land which might enable me to enter into correspondence with some parties in the country formerly trained in the Seminary & not permanently fixed in schooling or who might desire a change. 

Agreeably to the hint you gave me some time ago Our Society have made haste to pray Her Majestys Most Honble Committee on Education for a grant of five thousand pounds. I believe such would please all parties & none more than Mr. Oswald our City Member who privately I understand has expressed himself very favorable to our Institution. 

I feel a little better in health but my liver and kidneys being affected fatigue seriously injures me. In case of mistake I send this letter separately. The petition is addressed to you as Secretary to the Council. If there is any informality we shall be happy to rectify it. 

We have been much pleased with the candid & liberal views expressed by your board, on the subject of education & training and I feel exceedingly that I have been compelled to decline (s.....ing) your noble efforts as I could have wished. 

With much esteem 

Yours truly, 

David Stow

Memoranda: 1st February, 1840

Glasgow 

THE origin of our Society was for the establishment of infant schools and training infant schoolmasters, not precisely upon Wilderspin's plan, but we got him down at our expense to train our first and present master of our infant department (Mr. Caughie) in his mode of physical training. I immediately set about adding to it moral training, and being a teacher of a Sunday school, and secretary to the Sabbath School Union, I practically worked out the intellectual mode of communication now pursued in the Normal seminary and elsewhere under the general title " Training System." This was first engrafted on the model infant school; and perceiving that its principles were quite applicable to ' children of all ages, and to every variety of elementary knowledge, as well as Bible and secular and scientific knowledge, I set about establishing the principle in a juvenile school as a model. 
The model infant school was established in 1826-7, and from its commencement was intended as a training school for teachers, and now, viz., in 1832-3, both the infant and juvenile schools are not only models but schools for training schoolmasters, and have trained a considerable number of teachers for infant and juvenile schools of all sects for home and foreign parts. 
The first and second reports were published in 1829 and 1830, and an interval of five years elapsed before the third report appeared, during a portion of which period little interest was taken by the Committee ; yet, from a conviction that the system of moral and intellectual training, as conducted and exhibited in these schools, would prove the antidote so much desired for the evils of large towns, by seizing hold of the sympathy of numbers for good, as when left alone it does to evil, I pursued, and, partly from my own pocket and partly by begging from my friends and others, continued the system till 1838, when the present Committee was formed out of the dormant one, who adopted the two model schools, with their master and system, as their own. By this time about 200 teachers had been trained ; and, 
witnessing their success and increasing celebrity, the directors determined on erecting a separate institution, comprising not merely schoolrooms and class-rooms for the infant and juvenile departments, but -a school of industry, with 16 or 18 additional Blass-rooms or miniature schools, for the practical training of the students or trainers. This has been done, or at least partially accomplished, at an expense, you will perceive, of about 12,5001. 
At the period (1834-5) when the present Committee, under the more extended title of Educational Society, determined on erecting a distinct institution, and transferring the masters and system to it, it was agreed that the funds should not be burdened with the old debt, as you will find stated in our last report. 
This debt we need not have incurred had we chosen to raise the school fees, thus virtually turning out the poor, for whose benefit the system was primarily  intended. This certainly we 
never ought to do. 

The foregoing is a hurried and very imperfect outline of the rise and progress of the Glasgow Educational Society's Normal seminary; and as the erection of our building was slow and progressive, as the treasury account will show, we could not in our previous report give a statement of funds ; I mean within the third or fourth. 
We have determinedly stuck to the principle of charging such low fees as that the labourer might be able to pay for his children, and to leave no barrier to the introduction of the adult student. In these particulars we have been successful beyond our most sanguine expectations. 

The difference in the balance of debts against the Normal Seminary, as stated in the treasury account now enclosed, viz., £7000, to that which we took the liberty or stating in our application to the Committee of Council, arises from the fact of not having adverted to the subscriptions received since October last, when we first entered into a correspondence with your Honourable Committee for the purpose of obtaining a grant. Still, however, we have expended £12,5001., and are in debt £7000, besides a sum for the current expenses, including masters' salaries, &c., after deducting fees. If you confine your grant strictly to one-half of the amount expended, it would not on this principle quite equal £5000. 
We are exceedingly desirous that the centre building, as shown in the plan enclosed, should be finished, for the accommodation it would afford for the classification and training of male and female teachers; but, independently of this part of our wants, we would plead for £5000. to assist in paying off the debt already incurred, leaving at the least 6001. to 7001. annually to be raised by subscriptions to pay teachers' salaries for the training of children and students, and other current expenses above the fees. It is evident that while the fees from the children of an ordinary school may pay the teachers after the school is erected, it would be quite impossible in the case of a Normal seminary, where the great object is to provide the best masters and to do the most good, whether it pays or not. From this you will perceive; that although our whole debt were liquidated, our Society would require the utmost exertion to maintain their ground by raising such a large sum for current expenses. 

The chief anxiety we have for the erection of that part of the plan of the Normal seminary buildings not yet finished is this, that we have no rector's hall, no place for a library or museum, no porter's lodge, and additional means are required for the classification of the students. The rector then would have more control over both scholars and students, as all might enter by one gate; at present there are, of necessity, four entrances. We trust the Honourable the Committee of Council will perceive that we have no desire to throw the whole burden on the public, but that we are willing to bear a full share of it. Our seminary is established for the public good on the broadest and most liberal principles, and is acknowledged to be so by all parties here. 

We trust, therefore, that when we pray for a grant of £5000 to liquidate part of the present debt, we do so from an earnest desire to promote the public good by relieving the society of a heavy annual interest, which, in addition to the current expenses, proves a great hindrance to their exertions. 
From Stow to Kay: 3rd February, 1840 

Glasgow 3d Feby 1840 

My Dear Sir 

I am using every exertion to provide Infant Trainers for Van Diemans Land to sail about the end of April as you state. 

Little is stated in the two first Reports none least about training of Masters at the same time nearly everyone that were appointed to these schools may be considered as having been trained by the Glasgow Socy. 

We agitated for the erection of new schools the plans of which we sketched out & have superintended many of the Buildings & although we got no money for ourselves but kept ourselves strictly as a Model Training School for teachers as appearing by the Second Report yet we were directly instrumental in drawing from the Government in behalf of these erections nearly every penny that was given from the Treasury since the establishment of public grants to Scotland. In England you know many schools have been erected each provided with the Play-ground Gallery &c. requisite for conducting the Training System. Our great object was to provide a System - to exhibit it in a Model School & to train Masters on the principles of that system. 

For a long period we experienced what all do, who attempt to sail against the stream of the grand old way, much ridicule but this lasts only for a time. 

Were it not to appear too triffling (sic) as this First Report is about my last copy I would ask you to return it to me when you are profitably done with it. 

With much esteem 

Yours truly, 

David Stow 

Letter from Stow to Kay: 7th February, 1840.

Glasgow, 
DEAR SIR,


I Beg to hand you, as secretary to Her Majesty's Most Honourable the Committee of Council on Education, a petition from the directors of the Glasgow Educational Society, which they shall feel greatly obliged by your laying before that Board for their consideration. 

I am, in name of our Committee, 

(Signed)
 DAVID STOW,

Secretary, 

Letter from GES to the CCE: 7th February, 1840.

Glasgow,
MY LORDS,


ON behalf of the directors of the Glasgow Educational Society, we beg to return our grateful acknowledgments for the grant of £1000 lately received in behalf of the Normal seminary of this city for the teaching and training of children and schoolmasters; and we would respectfully take the liberty of stating a few particulars in reference to our circumstances, for the consideration of your lordships. 

The Glasgow Normal Seminary was erected and established with a view to improve the elementary education of the poor and working classes in Scotland, of all sects and parties. All are admissible to the benefits of the institution, and all parties participate in the advantages it affords. 
We beg to state that 505 teachers have been trained in this institution since its establishment, and that the children attending the model schools are charged the lowest fees of country parochial schools. 
Although this seminary was primarily intended for Glasgow and the west of Scotland, yet teachers have gone forth from it to all parts of the country, and to England, Ireland, Australia, the West Indies, British America, and other parts of the world, and many of these within the last few years have been placed under the superintendence of the representatives of Her Majesty's government. 

In the erection of this seminary the directors of the Glasgow Educational Society have expended above the sum of £12,000 and still one portion of the plan remains unfinished, which would require fully £2500 additional. This part of the building, besides affording one entrance to the whole institution, is intended to include a rector's hall for the training of students, a museum and library, several class-rooms, and a porter's house, all of which would add materially to the accommodation and facility of training. 

The subscriptions received from private sources, added to 10001. from Her Majesty's Lords of the Treasury, and £1000 lately received from your honourable Committee, amounting in all to about £5000, leave a debt against our Society of about £7000, which proves a serious burden to our efforts, and greatly hinders our more extensive usefulness. 

Under these circumstances, and from our earnest desire still further to improve and extend the religious and secular training of the young, through the medium of well-trained masters, as the representatives of a great public institution, therefore we would humbly pray that your lordships may be pleased to grant the further sum of £50001; of this sum above £2500 would be required to finish the buildings as originally designed, and the remainder would assist in liquidating the debt of £7000 already incurred. This would be felt a great boon to our Society, and the community through which our influence extends. 

We would more earnestly solicit the assistance of your Honourable Committee from the fact that, in addition to our anxiety to finish the buildings, and the burden of the debt, we have a large sum annually to raise to pay masters for the instruction and training of the young teachers, the greater proportion of whom are only able to support themselves in a very humble manner during their course of study in the seminary.. 

Relying on your Lordships' desire to promote the great objects we have in view, 

We are, &c., 

(Signed)
JOHN LEADBITTER, Treasurer.

James Buchanan, Treasurer. 

David Stow, Secretary. 

From Stow to Kay: 17th February, 1840 

Glasgow 17th. Feby 1840 

My Dear Sir 

I hope to succeed In supplying you with the Infant Trainers for Van Diemans Land at the same time suitable persons are exceedingly scarce. One pair, man & wife with two children are thinking of applying whom I consider suitable of some experience & who have been very successful in a country town. 

I may add they were trained in our Semy about 3 years ago. They wish to ascertain one or two points . First Is there plenty of water? some individuals from Glasgow having written from that quarter to their friends here that they had suffered from this cause. Second Is there a sum allowed for (……?)  I can speak as to the correct principles of both man & wife but certificates on this & other points will be presented when their minds are fully made up.

The decision of this couple will pave the way for the arrangement of the single person recruited. Begging the favor of an early reply with any other particulars as to situation. &c.

I am My Dear Sir

Yours truly David Stow

From Kay to Stow: 22nd February, 1840.

Committee of Council on Education, 

Council Office, Whitehall, 

SIR,


THE Committee of Council on Education have had under their consideration your letter, dated 7th February, applying for a further grant of £5000to the Glasgow Educational Society 

£2500 of which you state it is the desire of the Society to apply to the completion of the Normal Seminary, and the remaining £2500 to the liquidation of a portion of the debt of £7000 which the Society has incurred in the erection of that part of the Normal Seminary which is now occupied. 

I am directed by the Committee of Council on Education to state that they are ready to appropriate £2500 to the completion of the building in which the Normal Seminary is conducted, according to the plan which you have transmitted to this office, on receiving a certificate, duly signed by a majority of the committee and trustees, that this sum has been appropriated to this purpose, that the works are completed, that no debt remains to be discharged for this part of the works, and containing the usual conditions relative to inspection, &c. 

My Lords are unable to grant any further aid towards the liquidation of the debt incurred by the Society without an application to Parliament, but they will be willing to consider your claims when the Parliamentary grant of this session has been made. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed)
J. P. KAY.

Certificate referred to in Letter to Mr. Stow: 22nd February, 1840. 

We, the undersigned, being the majority of the School Committee or trustees representing the promoters of the erection of the school house at
, hereby certify, for the information of the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education,

1st.-That the new school-house in aid of which your lordships were pleased to grant £
is completed in a satisfactory and workmanlike manner; being built of the proper dimensions, and in all respects according to the plan and specification proposed to and approved by your lordships. 

2nd.-That the amount of private subscription specified in our memorials to your lordships has been received, expended, and accounted for, and that there does not remain any debt, charge, or claim of any kind, on account of the building, except what will be liquidated by your lordships' grant, the payment of which is now prayed for. 

3d. (sic) -That the site of the school-house has been obtained with a good legal tenure, and has been duly conveyed to trustees so as to secure the building for the purpose of educating the-children of the poor. 

4th.-That we are ready to submit to any audit of our accounts for building which your lordships may direct, to make such periodical reports respecting the state of our schools as your lordships may call for, and to admit your lordships' inspectors according to the annexed regulation, marked A. 

5th.-That the deed of trust has been examined and approved by your lordships' counsel, and has been duly registered according to law ; that a copy thereof, together with the signatures, attestations, and receipts, has been made on plain unstamped parchment, and transmitted to the Council Office, there to be registered and preserved. In testimony whereof we affix our signatures, and request the payment of the sum appropriated to the school at aforesaid. 

Signed and dated.

Regulation A.

The right of inspection will be required by the Committee in all cases. Inspectors authorised by Her Majesty in Council will be appointed from time to time to visit schools to be henceforth aided by public money. 

The inspectors will not interfere with the religious instruction or discipline or management of the school, it being their object to collect facts and information, and to report the result of their inspections to the Committee of Council. 

From Stow to Kay: 30th March, 1841. 

Glasgow 30th. March 1841. 

My Dear Sir 

We say in Scotland that ‘a fine horse is ridden to death’ and I dare say you will be apt or at least you may justly say that I presume too much on your friendship, but when a person has a certain amount of esteem & confidence fear is shut out, and, therefore, like a Bankrupt in ordinary business, (I) lay before you our forlorn condition as to brass as the Yorkshire man would say & ask your private advice what course we ought to pursue. 

The fact is we in our Normal Training Seminary are in prosperous poverty, having an immense demand for goods & no money to lay in & secure the Material & we are obliged too frequently to lay in a stock of B & even C raw material, when a little more capital would enable us to secure what is everywhere in demand viz. A. 

The present Liberal Government with the Poor Law Commission and an M.D of notoriety at their head or foundation rather has done more for real education, alias Mental & Moral Training than has been done for two centuries past. (Given?) none others talk while they work. I wish I had the purse Strings of our Noble friend Monteagle for 5 Minutes without control or observation & I would lay in or pullout what would do more for the weal of the Commonwealth than public speeches & printed rules could ever effect. We even could have helped your ..... had we not been so poor and almost starved. 

Our Students cannot support themselves long enough & many of the first & best educated young men are daily applying for admission & are frequently declining to enter for want of funds of their own & our inability to help them. 

I have just finished thirteen letters this evg. many of which are on this point & this is my daily evening work. 

Well I must enter into particulars & you will excuse a Secy. You know I am not invested with the rank of Treasurer. 

I requested this said official to give me a note of the state of affairs from which I might select but I think I had better send you the document that you may judge. 

Our debt is large & the interest is heavy. We try to raise the amount of interest by private subscription and all the deficiency of annual expenditure in Salaries &c. but annual subscriptions are not easily got in. We keep the wages of the Schools as low as the lowest parochial country Schools so as to bring the System within reach of the poor & working classes & now they so highly value it that it is literally a fight to obtain admission for their children. During the last 15 months we have received none above 7 years of age in order that as much as possible they may receive the benefit of early training. Were the debt paid off we might possibly by private Subscription obtain sufficient to maintain our ground (grant?) but until we have a few hundreds a year to assist Students not merely to remain Six Months but to extend their period of training we shall never exhibit the true power of the System or secure first rate accomplishments in our Students & our Universities annually turn out a large number of such young men who would if trained by us do honor to the profession a class of persons you have not in England. We are peculiarly well fitted as to locality to accomplish greater things than we have yet been able to accomplish. 

May I ask would you advise our applying for as much as finish the buildings in addition to the £2500 so handsomely granted already? Dare we apply for the £700 of interest? Dare we apply for a further grant to liquidate the Debt? 

I want your kind advice and suggestions & Believe me ever 

Yours Truly 

D. Stow. 

(Accompanied the letter/Treasurer’s account from James Buchanan)

David Stow, Secretary. 

William Brown, Member Of Committee. 

Letter: James Buchanan to David Stow, 30th March 1841. 

Queen Street 30th March 1841 

My dear Sir 

At your request I beg to state to you the amount of debt due by the Glasgow Educational Society on account of the Normal Seminary. 

	A bond by the Ten Trustees to the Royal Bank of Scotland for 
	£3,000

	another bond by eight of the Trustees to the same for ..... 
	£800

	a joint bond for a Cash account by the same eight Trustees for 
	£2,400

	Due in open account to one of the Trustees 
	£900

	Total
	£7,100


For these debts there is no demand made for immediate payment, provided the interest could be regularly paid, but there is unpaid on this account 

	Interest for two years previous to 31 Decr. last on the two first bonds amounting to .....
	£525

	Interest for one year previous to 18th Instant on the Cash a/c

amounting to
	£120

	Interest on the last for three

years amounting to about
	£105


The two first of these Sums cannot long remain unpaid without some disagreeable Steps being taken by the Bank. 

There is as you know, another debt of a very urgent nature, 

	the arrears of Salary due to the Rector and Teachers amounting to upwards of ..... 
	£200

	and the two Treasurers are already under advance to the extent of 
	£200


In addition to all these, which arise from the usual current expenses of the Institution, there will be a debt of upwards of £500, expended on the New building in addition to the £2,500 which is to be received from Government. 

You will see, from this Statement, that without £800 to pay bye gone interest, 400 to pay Arrears to Teachers & Treasurers, & 500 to pay Tradesmens accounts, 

in all £1,700, we cannot get on at all, but even this would only clear us of urgent claims 

up till the Commencement of the present year, leaving Interest on debt and Current expenses 

thereafter to be provided for. 

I remain

My dear Sir

Yours very truly

David Stow Esq.

James Buchanan

From GES to the CCE : 5th May, 1841.

My Lords

The new building of the Glasgow Normal Seminary being now completed, and the accounts received, we find that the cost will be about £3700. We received from your lordships £25001, with which so much of this sum has been paid; but there remains £12001, to pay which we are under the necessity of applying to your lordships. 

This additional expenditure above the £1500 we take the liberty to mention has been incurred in rendering the accommodation more complete and available by connecting the old and new buildings, and enclosing the whole premises. 
This new building places the seminary in much more favourable circumstances for increasing the number of students, and in every respect rendering their training more complete. 

We are besides in great difficulties for want of funds to defray the current expenses. The model schools cannot be supported from the fees alone, which are at the lowest parochial rates for the working classes, and we have no funds at our disposal to assist, except what can be raised by voluntary contribution; in this way we might raise a sufficient sum for this purpose alone, but then the expenses connected with the training of teachers are very heavy, and the students themselves are generally so poor as to be able to contribute very little. We require about £500 annually for current expenses, in addition to what is wanted to pay off the interest on our debt. 

We are from these causes loaded with a debt, requiring to be immediately discharged, of about £5001, besides two years' arrears of interest on our bonded debt, amounting to £645. 
We therefore earnestly request that your lordships will grant us £1200 to discharge the balance due of the building accounts, and also what sum your lordships may consider proper towards paying the masters for training the students during their usual course. 
We shall be happy to submit to any investigation of our accounts your lordships may appoint, and that the seminary be frequently visited by your lordships' inspector, Mr. Gibson. 
We have, &c., 

(Signed)
 James Buchanan, Treasurer.

From Glasgow Educational Committee to the CCE: Glasgow, 6th May, 1841.

My Lords

The new building of the Glasgow Normal Seminary being now completed, and the accounts received, we find that the cost will be about £3700. We received from your lordships £25001, with which so much of this sum has been paid; but there remains £12001, to pay which we are under the necessity of applying to your lordships. 

This additional expenditure above the £15001 we take the liberty to mention has been incurred in rendering the accommodation more complete and available by connecting the old and new buildings, and enclosing the whole premises. 
This new building places the seminary in much more favourable circumstances for increasing the number of students, and in every respect rendering their training more complete. 

We are besides in great difficulties for want of funds to defray the current expenses. The model schools cannot be supported from the fees alone, which are at the lowest parochial rates for the working classes, and we have no funds at our disposal to assist, except what can be raised by voluntary contribution; in this way we might raise a sufficient sum for this purpose alone, but then the expenses connected with the training of teachers are very heavy, and the students themselves are generally so poor as to be able to contribute very little. We require about £500 annually for current expenses, in addition to what is wanted to pay off the interest on our debt. 

We are from these causes loaded with a debt, requiring to be immediately discharged, of about £5001, besides two years' arrears of interest on our bonded debt, amounting to £645. 
We therefore earnestly request that your lordships will grant us £1200 to discharge the balance due of the building accounts, and also what sum your lordships may consider proper towards paying the masters for training the students during their usual course. 
We shall be happy to submit to any investigation of our accounts your lordships may appoint, and that the seminary be frequently visited by your lordships' inspector, Mr. Gibson. 
We have, &c., 

(Signed)
 James Buchanan, Treasurer.

David Stow, Secretary. 

William Brown, Member Of Committee. 

From Kay, to David Stow: 8th May. 1841.

Committee of Council on Education, 
Council Office, Whitehall,

Sir,
 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your memorial, signed on behalf of the Committee of the trustees of the Glasgow Normal Seminary, praying for additional assistance from the Committee of Council on Education, and I am to inform you that this memorial will be taken into their lordships’ consideration at their next meeting. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed)
J. P. KAY.

From CCE to John Gibson: 2nd June, 1841.

Committee of Council on Education. 

Council Office, Whitehall,

SIR,


The Committee of Council, understanding that it will not be convenient to the members of the Presbytery of Aberdeen that you should proceed to inspect the schools in that presbytery 

during the sitting of the General Assembly, request you to make arrangements to proceed to Glasgow, to inspect and report on the Normal Seminary of that city, as soon as you have completed your report on the presbyteries of Haddington and Dunbar. The Committee are desirous, that your examination of the whole of the arrangements for the preparation of schoolmasters for their important duties in the Normal Seminary should be careful and minute. They wish you to ascertain what are the average attainments of the pupils when they enter the seminary ; what have been their previous occupations or professions; what period they commonly remain in the seminary ; what is the course of study and training which they usually pursue, and what are their attainments; and what is the usual degree of skill in teaching with which they leave the seminary. 
The examination of these subjects must necessarily lead you to ascertain what is the number of the professors and tutors; during what hours they are in attendance at the seminary; what methods they pursue in the instruction of their pupils ; to what subjects they regularly devote their attention; and the means which they adopt to ascertain the comparative proficiency of those under their charge. 
A Report on the training of the pupils in the art of teaching will render a careful examination of the children's school necessary. This examination will be conducted according to the usual forms, but will probably suggest to you the propriety of making a fuller special Report than that which is commonly made on elementary schools holding a less prominent position. 
The course pursued for the training of pupils in the art of teaching may likewise include lectures on pedagogy, and the organization and discipline of schools, or critical trials in the presence of the pupils in the management of a class under instruction, and in a course of reading accompanied by minute examination. The expedients adopted to communicate a knowledge of the theory and to train the pupils to skill in the art of teaching are all deserving 
of your careful attention. 

My Lords will likewise feel especially interested to ascertain what is the nature and extent of the moral training, and what expedients are adopted to preserve them from the contaminating 
influence of a great city, to imbue them with the love of their art, and with a deep and generous sympathy for the condition of the poor, whose children they are to instruct; how they are prepared for general usefulness in the parish to which they may be sent, so as to be fitted to give good counsel and assistance to the adults, as well as instruction to the young. You are requested to state your conviction as to their being fitted by their moral and religious 

principles for the duties of their calling. 

The full examination of these subjects will necessarily occupy you some time; and my Lords trust that you will remember that in the formation of such an establishment (of which there are so few examples in this country) the directors have encountered peculiar difficulties, because they have trod in a new path, which their successors will find more free from obstruction. 


I have, &c., 

(Signed)
J. P. KAY.

Letter From J. P. KAY, Esq., To DAVID Show, Esq. 

Committee of Council on Education, 

Council Office, Whitehall,

From Kay to Stow, Esq. 16th July, 1841.

Committee of Council on Education, 

Council Office, Whitehall,

Sir

The Committee of Council on Education direct me to furnish you with a copy of the letter of instructions which they have recently addressed to Mr. Gibson, the Inspector of Schools in Scotland, concerning the inspection of the Glasgow Normal Seminary and the Model Schools, and likewise to transmit for your information the Report which Mr. Gibson has made to the Committee of Council thereon. 

My Lords hope that the Report, whether it be entirely in conformity with the opinions of the Committee of the Glasgow Educational Society or not, will not fail to assist them in their meritorious exertions to promote the improvement of the education of the poorer classes. 

I have, &c., 

� 	Model Schools: Return of expenditure of the grant for model schools.





