From Stow to his wife: 15th March, 1823

We are oftentimes ignorant of what is good for us; but, should it be the will of God, it is my prayer that, through another year, we may be spared together to show forth His glory in the world, and to be made more and more fitted for the enjoyment of the saints above, whenever He may think fit to call us home, but as you justly observed, let us be prepared for all the trials that may be awaiting us.

Our duty, however, clearly is to pray earnestly and study to have God, and Christ, and heaven more and more prominent in our esteem - in fact constantly and truly to see that these hold the chief place, and then, so far from mutual love drawing us back, it will only accelerate our movements, hand in hand, to the heavenly country.

In no place does worldly wisdom show itself to my observation so much in perfection as in ……. 

From Stow to his wife: 6th February, 1826

Business, business appears to be the morning and evening song. Oh that we could always feel equally alive about the one thing needful, and that better portion which can never be taken from us. 

We say in answer to the command, 'Work out your own salvation’, 'What can we do? But if we consult the Bible, we shall find that if we exert all our present powers for this object, strength, light, LIFE, and liberty will be granted to us. At present the natural man sees not this, and I fear, too, many see it not, because they will not, till engulfed in the abysses of despair. May you and I, and our dear boy, and all with whom we are connected, be ever kept in the fear of God, trusting to our Saviour's love and merit, and the promised influence of the /. Holy Spirit.

From Stow to his wife: 24th September, 1826

In the first place, let us feel grateful for our own health and the health of our little ones; and, in the second, let us be grateful for the degree of light we have received. Earnestly let us pray that it may not be hid under a bushel, but that, as on a candlestick, it may give light to all in the house. Our conduct (if we be spared), will very soon be narrowly watched by our children and imitated; and although we are strictly moral let us inquire if we are, in conversation, sufficiently spiritual; for should our family conversation, in future, savour little or nothing of Christ, how do we know but that the best blessing may be with​held from our dear offspring, and, like Eli's sons, they may be cast away. Oh, how could we bear an eternal separation from any that on earth we tenderly loved! Yet as separation must Sooner or later take place, let us lay up a good foundation against the time to come, and lay hold on eternal life. 

From Stow to his wife: 11th February, 1828
What is this world but a shadow? It is soon gone. God grant that when He who, I trust, is our life appears, we may also appear with Him in glory. May the Lord enable us to discharge our duty to our children, and may His grace Le early imparted to their souls, so that whether in life or in death they may be Christ's. 

From Stow to his wife: 1st March, 1829

May you and I examine ourselves, and inquire; is there any idol in our hearts, or anything that either exists or is likely to become one, and shut out God from us as a superior object of love? perhaps with neither of us is wealth or vain-glory, the reigning idol. I sincerely trust that nothing truly stands so high in our regards as God. Then has He no rival? do we answer, no? but is there no want of faith on our part? is there no clinging to the creature? is there nothing, or rather no ones that distract and draw off our attention and supreme regard from Him who claims as His undoubted right the whole heart? I believe we must, at all events I must, plead guilty. Oh, let us therefore humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, praying that we may receive the sanctified use of every affliction, and of the present one in particular; that we may be enabled to see clearly His hand, and by what an uncertain tenure we hold all our comfort!, and that we may be inclined to say, 'It is the Lord; let him do what seemeth unto him good.' Let us also pray, that if agreeable to His will, our dear boy may be raised up, and preserved to us, and particularly, that we may be enabled with all diligence and faith to bring up our family as God's children, so that whether we or they go hence first, all of us may meet around the throne of the Lamb, clothed with white robes of His righteousness, and palms of victory in our hands. ‘Unto him that redeemed us, and washed us in his blood, to him be  glory for ever and for ever.' And should this affliction be removed, God grant that we may not return again to folly.

 May am will be lost in that of God's, for we may rest assured that His will and way is the best, and must be the best for us. 

From Stow to his wife: 4th October, 1829

LONDON, 4th October, 1829. 

These are melancholy tidings of poor Mr. _____’s death. How loose our hold ought to be of all earthly enjoyment and possessions. We are certainly permitted, it is also enjoined, to rejoice with each other, and in one another's society, and in the love of our children; but I suspect that the danger lies not in the enjoyment of the gift so much as in resting there satisfied, without habitually looking upwards to Him who provides all, and with whom are the issues of life. Were this the constant of our minds, how much nobler and more intense would be the enjoyment of even earthly things, for then we should more fully possess what wordlings never know – the light of God’s reconciled countenance.

From Stow to his wife: 26th January, 1831

May grace be given to keep every object on earth in subordination to Him in whom we live, and who for us died. Let us pray not only for ourselves, but for our dear children, that they may with us be the subjects of grace, and at last join the assembly eternally before the throne. Here we have no continuing city. May our hopes and our longings be towards the heavenly Jerusalem.

