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MINUTES
OF THE

FREE CHURCH TRAINING COLLEGE

1845-1865

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF 
THE FREE CHURCH TRAINING COLLEGE, GLASGOW
1Volume 1: 1845-1860

Edinburgh, 11th June, 1845 (page 1)
1
Superintending Sub Committee named
1
Mr Robertson’s Bequest
1
Glasgow, 10th July, 1845 (page 3)
1
Present
2
Election of Secretary
2
Laying of the Foundation Stone by Mr Stow
2
Glasgow, 1st August, 1845 (page 4)
2
Present
2
Opening of the Free Church Seminary
2
Reduction in fees
2
Teachers in the Seminary
2
Expenditure for the year 1845
2
Income for the year 1845
3
Salaries
3
Glasgow, 12th August, 1845 (page 7)
3
Opening of the new buildings
3
Glasgow, 19th September, 1845 (page 8)
4
Present
4
Legacy of Basil Robertson
4
Appointment of joint treasurer
5
Income and expenditure: April – September 1845
5
Minutes of Meeting of the Trustees of the late Basil Robertson
6
Meeting with the Trustees of Basil Robertson
6
Glasgow, 13th October, 1845 (page 18)
8
Present
8
Mr Robertson’s Legacy
8
Salaries
9
Appointment of a Janitor
9
Search for teachers to fill vacancies
9
Committee on the clock and heating
9
Purchase of Bibles
9
Purchase of the Ground
9
Appointment of Mr Stevenson as treasurer
9
Glasgow, 2nd November, 1845 (page 23)
9
Present
10
Appointment of teachers to fill the vacancies
10
Students in attendance
10
Seminary stationery
10
Recommendation of textbooks
10
Legacy from Basil Robertson
10
Designation of Mr Hislop as Rector
10
Glasgow, 1st December, 1845 (page 25)
10
Present
10
Recommendation of textbooks
10
Funds for the Seminary
11
Students in attendance
11
Glasgow, 5th January, 1846 (page 28)
11
Present
11
Report from the Committee on Books
12
Student and pupil numbers
12
Letter from Rev Mr Pengelley to Mr Stow (Wesleyan Students)
12
Glasgow, 2nd February, 1846 (page 32)
13
Present
13
New books
13
Building Fund
13
Student numbers
13
Fees of Wesleyan students
13
Advertisement for gifts, articles of natural history
13
Request for increased salary from Mr Sugden
13
Glasgow, 16th March, 1846 (page 33)
14
Present
14
Necessity of raising funds
14
Glasgow, 2nd March, 1846 (page 35)
14
Present
14
Book Committee
14
Building Fund
14
Student numbers
14
Mr Thomson’s salary and duties
15
Glasgow, 1st April, 1846 (page 36)
15
Mr Thomson’s and Mr Sugden’s salary increase
15
Bank deficit
15
Interest on Roberton (or Robertson) Fund
15
Student numbers
15
Glasgow, 4th May, 1846 (page 38)
15
Present
15
Account at the Royal Bank
15
Student and pupil numbers
16
Glasgow, 9th June, 1846 (page 40)
16
Present:
16
Building Fund
16
Income and expenditure
17
Student fees
17
Glasgow, 6th June, 1846 (page 42)
17
Present:
17
Pupil fees
17
Staff salaries
17
Glasgow, 7th July, 1846  (page 43)
18
Present:
18
Glasgow, 16th July, 1846  (page 44)
18
Money borrowed from Mr Robertson’s Trustees
18
Glasgow, 3rd August, 1846 (page 44)
18
Grant from Mr Matthew Montgomerie
18
Students in attendance
19
Glasgow, 14th August, 1846 (page 46)
19
Present
19
Grant from Mr Matthew Montgomerie
19
Glasgow, 7th September, 1846 (page 49)
20
Present
20
Advertisement regarding Bursaries for the Edinburgh Seminary
20
Students in attendance
20
Library and Museum
20
Glasgow, 17th September, 1846 (page 51)
20
Present
20
Bursaries
21
Regulations
21
Glasgow, 5th October, 1846 (page 53)
21
Present
21
Proposed Regulations
21
Appointment of tutors
21
Treasurer’s accounts
21
Advertising of Bursaries
22
Remuneration of Mr Caughie’s assistant
22
Legacy from Mr Hamilton
22
Glasgow, 2nd November, 1846 (page 54)
22
Present:
22
Appointment of tutors
22
Auditing of Treasurer’s account
22
Appointment of Maryanne Caughie, David Caughie’s daughter
22
Increase in salaries
22
Glasgow, 7th December, 1846 (page 57)
23
Present
23
Salaries
23
Student fee exception
23
Student numbers
23
Building Committee accounts
23
Library books
23
Clock
23
Glasgow, 4th January 1847 (page 59)
25
Present
25
Clock
25
Student numbers
25
Glasgow, 1st February, 1847 (page 60)
25
Present
25
Statement of funds and fund-raising
25
Student numbers
25
Candidates presenting for bursaries
25
Glasgow, 5th April, 1847 (page 61)
26
Present
26
Subscriptions raised
26
David Stow appointed Honorary Secretary
26
Number of students in attendance
26
Appointment of replacements for Mr Sugden and Mr Fraser
26
Advertisement for Bursary
26
(Printing) Plate for students’ diploma
27
Glasgow, 6th May, 1847 (page 64)
27
Present:
27
Accounts
27
Abstract of Treasurers account to 5th May 1847
27
Statement of Debt
27
Glasgow, 13th May, 1847 (page 66)
28
Present:
28
Treasurer’s report on bank loan
28
Glasgow, 29th June, 1847 (page 68)
28
Present
28
Repayment of £1,500 to Mr Robertson’s estate
28
Glasgow, 18th August, 1847 (page 69)
29
Present
29
Application for Government Grant
29
Record of meeting with Mr Robertson’s Trustees
29
Glasgow, 9th August, 1847 (page 70)
29
Present
29
Glasgow, 6th September, 1847 (page 72)
30
Statement of accounts to accompany the application for a Government Grant
30
Extension of the period of attendance
30
Student numbers and attendance
30
Results of the Bursary examination
30
Purchase of models for the Drawing Class
31
Glasgow, 4th October, 1847 (page 74)
31
Present:
31
Renewal of loan
31
Application for Government Grant
31
Proposed extension of the Juvenile Department
31
Appointment of Mr Husband as assistant teacher
31
Extension of length of training to one year
31
Report of the Bursary examination
31
Glasgow, 7th September, 1847
33
Values of Bursary Papers:
33
Glasgow, 4th January, 1848 (page 78)
34
Present:
34
Application for Government Grant of £5,000
34
Number of students in attendance
34
Glasgow, 6th March, 1848 (page 79)
34
Present:
34
Application for Government Grant
34
Student numbers and attendance
35
Glasgow, 3rd April, 1848 (page 80)
35
Present
35
Meeting with Kay-Shuttleworth
35
Additional water-closet
35
Glasgow, 1st May, 1848 (page 82)
35
Present
35
Robertson front
36
Water-closets
36
Glasgow, 5th June, 1848 (page 83)
36
Present
36
Date for annual examination
36
Preparation of papers for the Bursary examination
36
Vacation dates
36
Vacancy in the School of Industry
36
Provision for instruction in Drawing
36
Increase in Mr Stark's salary
37
Internal decoration during the vacation
37
Glasgow, 7th August, 1848 (page 85)
37
Present
37
Preparation of Bursary papers
37
Opening and enrolment of Seminary
37
Appointment of Miss Parker as Assistant Mistress
37
Painting of the Institution
37
Number of students
37
Glasgow, 4th September, 1848 (page 86)
38
Present
38
Grant from the Committee of Council
38
Salary for Mr David Smyth, Classical Tutor
38
Application for annual grant
38
Pages 87-90 are omitted from the minutes
38
Glasgow, 2nd, October 1848 (page 92)
38
Present
38
Recommendation to appoint a Drawing Master
39
Glasgow, 13th November, 1848 (page 93)
39
Present
39
Glasgow, 7th December, 1848 (page 94)
39
Present
39
Appointment of Mr Fraser and Mr Hutchison
39
Glasgow, 5th March, 1849 (page 94)
40
Present
40
Appointment of Mr Fraser and Mr Hutchison
40
Student and pupil numbers
40
Appointment of Charles Long as janitor
40
Glasgow, 9th April, 1849 (page 95)
40
Present
40
Treasurer’s accounts
40
Glasgow, 7th May, 1849, (page 96)
41
Present
41
Financial statement
41
Mr Sugden’s salary
41
Student and pupil numbers
41
Resignation of Mr McManus and appointment of Mr Hutchison
41
1849: June, July, August & September Meetings adjourned
41
No Quorum
41
Glasgow, 1st October, 1849 (page 97)
41
Present
41
Resignation of Mr James Reid and appointment of Mr Peter McKay
41
Appointment of Mr McIvor
41
Mr Sugden's attendance at the University
42
Sum due for certificated students
42
Number of students and children
42
Glasgow, 5th November, 1849 (page 99)
42
Present
42
Resignation of Mr Sugden
42
Government grant for certificated students
42
Mr Chamberlain’s salary
42
Student examination period
42
Number of students and pupils
43
Finance Committee set up
43
Glasgow, January 7th, 1850 (page 101)
43
Present
43
Glasgow, 4th March, 1850 (page 102)
43
Present
43
Inspection of students arranged
43
Date of summer examinations fixed
44
Planning for opening of the Westminster College
44
Glasgow, 6th May, 1850 (page 104)
44
Present
44
Introduction of Pupil-Teachers
44
Certificates awarded by the Committee of Council
45
Glasgow, 10th June, 1850 (page 105)
45
Present
45
Appointment of Mr Blair
45
Resignation of Miss Parker
45
Vacation dates
45
Glasgow, 13th August, 1850 (page 106)
45
Present
45
Appointment of Miss Elizabeth Mitchell
45
Applicants and Bursaries
45
Glasgow, 5th August, 1850 (page 106)
46
No quorum
46
Glasgow, 13th September, 1850 (page 107)
46
Present
46
Admission of children
46
Signing of the Diploma
46
Apparatus required
46
Glasgow, 13th January, 1851 (page 108)
46
Present
46
Expiration of the payment of the Robertson grant
46
Applications for admittance
46
Certificates awarded by the committee of Council on Education
47
Glasgow, 7th February, 1851 (page 109)
47
No quorum
47
Glasgow, 3rd March, 1851 (page 109)
47
Present
47
Refusal of Committee on Education to grant certificates to female students
47
Pupil and Student numbers
47
Glasgow, 21st April, 1851 (page 110)
47
Present
47
Appointment of Mr Wylie to North Woodside Road
47
Advertisement for admission of students and Bursaries
47
Glasgow, May 1851 (page 111)
48
No quorum
48
Glasgow, June 1851 (page 111)
48
No quorum
48
Glasgow, 16th June, 1851 (page 111)
48
Present
48
Appointment of Mr George Adam
48
Increase in salaries
48
Glasgow, July 1851 (page 112)
48
No quorum
48
Glasgow, 4th August, 1851 (page 112)
49
Present
49
Applicants and Bursary awards
49
Glasgow, 15th August 1851 (page 113)
49
Present
49
Appointment of Daniel Smith, Classical Tutor, as Interim Director
49
Mr Robertson’s legacy
49
Enrolment of Daniel Smith
49
Glasgow, 11th August (sic) 1851 (page 114)
50
Present
50
Results of Bursary examinations
50
Glasgow, 1st September, 1851 (page 115)
50
Present
50
Acceptance of candidates
50
Glasgow, October 1851 (page 116)
51
No Quorum
51
Glasgow, 3rd November,  1851 (page 116)
51
Present
51
Discontinuation of a student's bursary
51
Request to Mr Morrison declined
51
Queries for parents
51
Glasgow, 15th January, 1852 (page 119)
51
Present
51
Induction of Mr Morrison
51
Glasgow, 19th January, 1852 (page 119)
52
Present
52
Mr Morison inducted to office
52
Glasgow, 2nd February, 1851 (page 119)
52
Present
52
Results of examination of applicants
52
Glasgow, 1st March 1852 (page 120)
52
No quorum
52
Glasgow, 21st April 1852 (page 120)
52
Present
52
Date for the annual examination
53
Number of scholars and students on roll
53
Inspection of the janitor's house
53
Glasgow, 3rd May, 1852 (page 121)
53
No quorum
53
Glasgow 21st, June 1852 (page 121)
53
Present
53
Resignation of Miss Caughie
53
Conversion of sash window into door in Mt Murrays' department
53
Payment for Pupil Teachers
53
Glasgow, 30th August, 1852 (page 122)
53
Present
53
Bursary awards
54
Appointment of Miss Margaret Caughie as assistant teacher
55
Increased payment to Mr Thomson
55
Supply of school books
55
Glasgow, 4th October, 1852 (page 125)
55
No quorum
55
Glasgow, 1st November, 1852 (page 125)
55
No quorum
55
Glasgow, 6th December, 1852 (page 125)
55
Present
55
Correspondence regarding repairs
55
Student and pupil numbers
56
Glasgow, 10th January, 1853 (page 126)
56
No quorum
56
Glasgow, 10th February, 1853 (page 127)
56
Present
56
Student and pupil numbers
56
Glasgow, 14th February, 1853 (page 128)
56
Present
57
Charges against Mr Caughie
57
Glasgow, March 1853 (page 129)
57
No quorum
57
Glasgow, 4th April, 1853 (page 129)
57
Present
57
Resignation of Mr McMurray
57
Reduction in number of pupils attending
57
Glasgow, 3rd May, 1853 (page 130)
57
Present
57
Summer vacation
58
Bursary prospectus to be circulated
58
Glasgow, 27th June, 1853 (page 130)
58
No quorum
58
Glasgow, 9th August, 1853 (page 130)
58
Present
58
Resignation of Mr John Stark
58
Appointment of Mr John Blane
58
Reopening of school
58
Applicants and Bursaries
58
Value £20 to the following:-
59
And of the Second Class – value £15 to the following:-
59
And of the third class – value £10 to the following:-
59
It was agreed to admit the following:-
59
Queen’s scholars
59
Glasgow, 5th September, 1853 (page 134)
60
No quorum
60
Glasgow, 19th September, 1853 (page 134)
60
Present
60
Appointment of Mr David Donaldson
60
Teaching of Drawing
60
Student and pupil numbers
60
Glasgow, 31st October, 1853 (page 136)
60
No quorum
60
Glasgow, 5th December, 1853 (page 136)
60
Present
60
Results of the June examination
61
Increase in Miss Caughie’s salary
61
Purchase of playground and writing desk
61
Glasgow, 6th March, 1854 (page 137)
61
Present
61
Arrangements for examinations
61
Students' library funds
61
Dismissal of the Janitor, Charles Long
61
Appointment of a sub-committee to find a successor
61
Glasgow, 3rd April, 1854 (page 138)
62
No quorum
62
Glasgow, 11th April, 1854 (page 138)
62
Present
62
Appointment of John Watters as Janitor
62
Examination of the Free Church Normal Seminary.
62
Glasgow, 5th June, 1854 (page 141)
64
Present
64
School vacation
64
Advertisement for bursaries
64
Appointment of Dr Book as German master
65
Sub-committee appointed to consider alterations and repairs
65
Glasgow, 7th August, 1854 (page 142)
65
Present
65
Report from the sub-committee on repairs and alterations
65
Results of bursaries and applications
65
Second Class – value £15 to the following.
65
And of the lowest class – value £10 to the following:
65
Admittance of male students
66
Admittance of female students
66
Award of scholarships by the Committee of Council
66
First Class Scholarship £25.
66
Second Class - £20
66
Female First Class £16.13.4.
66
Female Second Class £13.6.8.
66
Appointment of a French Teacher
67
Increase in Teachers’ salaries
67
Glasgow, 3rd September, 1854 (page 145)
67
Present
67
Appointment of Dr Book to teach French
67
Change in the amount of fees charged
67
Increase in Mr Boyd’s salary
67
Increase to Mr Caughie’s salary
67
Student and pupil numbers
67
Changes in the MCCE course of study
67
Glasgow, 2nd October, 1854 (page 149)
68
Present
68
Raising of fees
68
Supply of chemical and other apparatus
69
Glasgow, 23rd October, 1854 (page 150)
69
Present
69
Resignation of Mr Thomson
69
Glasgow, 6th November, 1854 (page 151)
69
Present
69
Resignation of Mr Blane
69
Glasgow, 14th November, 1854 (page 153)
70
Present
70
Erection of sheds
70
Glasgow, 8th January, 1855 (page 154)
70
Present
70
Appointment of Mr Hay
70
Erection of sheds
70
Results of examinations
71
Payment of repair accounts
71
Government Examination.
71
Second Class: First Division
71
Second Division
71
Third Division
71
Government Examination
71
Third Class First Division
71
Second Division
71
Third Division
72
Glasgow, 15th January, 1855 (page 156)
72
Present
72
Repair accounts
72
Glasgow, 5th February, 1855 (page 160)
73
Present
73
Resignation of Mr Helmore
73
Glasgow, 27th March, 1855 (page 161)
73
Present
73
Appointment of Mr Landreth
73
Glasgow, 11th June, 1855 (page 161)
74
Present
74
Chemical and other apparatus
74
Appointment of Rev David Smith and Mr Peter Mackay
74
Role and appointment of the Lady Superintendent
74
Glasgow, 2nd July, 1855 (page 164)
75
Present
75
Use of accommodation
75
Glasgow, 13th August, 1855 (page 165)
75
Present
75
Appointment of Mrs Margaret Clark as Lady Superintendent
75
Confirmation of appointment of Mr Landreth
75
Sub-committee appointed to erect sheds
75
Purchase of views of Italian buildings
76
Additional salary for Mr MacKay
76
Bursaries awarded
76
Bursaries of £20 to
76
And of £15 to
76
And of £10 to
76
And to admit the following young men
76
And the following young women.
77
Queen’s Scholarships renewed – Males.
77
Queen’s Scholarships renewed – Female
77
Queen’s Scholarships to students of one year
77
Queen’s Scholarships for 1st year: First Class
77
Queen’s Scholarships for 1st year: Second Class
78
Queen’s Scholarships to Females of one year’s standing.
78
Students and pupils on roll
78
Glasgow, 3rd September, 1855 (page 171)
78
Present
78
Repair accounts
78
Student and pupil numbers
78
Glasgow, 8th October, 1855 (page 172)
78
Present
78
Repair accounts
79
Application on behalf of Miss McNair
79
Application from Miss Wharnie
79
Changes to Queen’s Scholars arrangements
79
Glasgow, 5th November, 1855 (page 175)
80
Present
80
Additional salaries for Mr Boyd and Mr Donaldson
80
Government examination
80
Male Students of Second Year.
80
Male Students of first year.
80
Glasgow, 3rd March, 1856 (page 177)
80
Present
80
Increase in salary for Mr David Donaldson
80
Glasgow, 21st April, 1856 (page 179)
81
Present
81
Dr Book’s salary
81
Lady Superintendent for the Industrial School
81
Grant to Mr Adam
82
Glasgow, 5th May, 1856 (page 181)
82
Present
82
Appointment of Rev David Smith and Mr George Adam
82
Glasgow 4th August, 1856 (page 183)
83
Present
83
Appointment of Mrs Hood, Mrs Abbot and Mr Posh
83
Appointment of Dr James Coram
83
Hire of pianos
83
Glasgow, 12th August, 1856 (page 184)
83
Present
83
Award of bursaries
83
Admissions
84
1. Queen’s Scholars of the 2nd. Year – Males.
85
2. Queen’s Scholars of 2nd. Year.   Females.
85
3.  Queen’s Scholars of the first year.    Males.
85
4. Queen’s Scholars of first year. Females.
85
1. Students of Second year.
85
2. Female Students of Second year.
85
Glasgow, 3rd November, 1856 (page 188)
85
Present
86
Applications
86
Number of pupils
86
Examination results
86
Males of the Second Year First Class
86
Males of the Second Year Second Class
86
Males of the Second Year Third Class
86
Males of the First Year First Class
87
Males of the First Year Second Class
87
Males of the First Year Third Class
87
Schedule
87
Females of the Second Year First Class
87
Females of the Second Year Second Class
87
Females of the Second Year Third Class
88
Females of the First Year First Class
88
Females of the First Year Second Class
88
Females of the First Year Third Class
88
Schedule
88
Purchase of books and materials
88
Additions to the Janitor’s house
88
Increase in staff salaries
89
Glasgow, 12th January, 1857 (page 192)
89
Present
89
Appointment of Drawing Master
89
Regimental Schoolmistresses
89
Additional teacher of piano
89
Student and pupil numbers
89
Increase in staff salaries
90
Glasgow, 9th February, 1857 (page 196)
90
Present
90
Appointment of Drawing Master
90
Purchase of Drawing and Geological apparatus
90
Need for additional accommodation
91
Annual Examination
91
Student and pupil numbers
91
Glasgow, 9th March, 1857 (page 198)
91
Present
91
Renting of additional accommodation
91
Glasgow, 8th June, 1857 (page 199)
91
Present
91
Vacation period
91
Renting of additional accommodation sanctioned
92
Resignation of Peter McKay
92
Hamilton Scholarship
92
Names of Committee appointed by the General Assembly
92
Glasgow, 22nd June, 1857 (page 202)
92
Present
92
State of Latin and English Grammar classes
92
Advertisement for teacher of mathematics
93
Glasgow, 13th July, 1857 (page 203)
93
Present
93
Glasgow, 3rd August, 1857 (page 204)
93
Present
93
Mr Smith's classes
93
Candidates for the Mathematical Mastership
95
Glasgow, 4th September, 1857 (page 208)
95
Present
95
Male Queens Scholars of first year.
96
Female Queen’s Scholars of first year.
96
Male Queen’s Scholars of Second Year.
96
Female Queen’s Scholars of Second Year.
97
Glasgow, 7th September, 1857 (page 212)
97
Present
97
Mr Donald Black
97
Opening of the Seminary
97
Glasgow, 2nd November, 1857 (page 213)
98
Present
98
Mr Donald Black
98
Staff salaries
98
Student health
98
Application under Hamilton Scholarship
98
Death of John McInnes
98
HMI Inspection
98
Introduction of Torrie Sol-Fa System
99
Glasgow, 8th February, 1858 (page 216)
99
Present
99
Seminary accounts
99
Glasgow, 11th March, 1858 (page 217)
99
Present
99
Changes in timing of students’ examination
99
Improvement of student library
99
Materials for Science and Art
100
Communication regarding Mr Smith
100
Glasgow, 8th May, 1858 (page 219)
100
Present
100
Needlework and Domestic Industry
100
Student accommodation numbers
100
Increase in student numbers
100
Pupil desks
101
Increase in pupil numbers
101
Appointment of Mr Charles Long
101
Glasgow, 8th November, 1858 (page 221)
101
Present
101
Student Examinations
101
Adoption of uniform standard of singing
101
Glasgow, 6th December, 1858 (page 222)
101
Present
101
Renting of Arcade Place for student examinations
102
Resignation of Dr Book
102
Education of Mrs Haddo’s children
102
Glasgow, 22nd December, 1858 (page 223)
102
Present
102
Returns as to instruction in Domestic Learning and as to Diet
102
Certificate of Merit
102
Glasgow, 24th January, 1859 (page 226)
103
Present
103
New Hall Committee
103
Student bursaries
103
Glasgow, 7th  February, 1859 (page 228)
103
Present
103
Requirement for new accommodation
103
Establishment of a Senatus
103
Appointment of Monsieur Bayval
104
Wesleyan Queen’s Scholars
104
New arrangements for instruction of Pupil Teachers
104
Increase in the Rector’s salary
104
Deputation to Education Committee
104
Glasgow, 14th March, 1859 (page 219)
104
Present
104
Education Committee’s authorisation of new premises
104
Education Committee refusal to sanction the establishment of a Senatus
104
Education Committee refusal to sanction the Rector’s increase in salary
105
Letter regarding death of Samuel Marshall
105
Annual Examination
106
Glasgow, 2nd May, 1859 (page 234)
106
Present
106
Examination of Rev David Smith
106
Building repairs
107
Glasgow, 6th June, 1859 (page 236)
107
Present
107
Glasgow Committee of Education for 1859-60
107
Death of Samuel Marshall
107
Queens’ Scholars accounts
107
Summer vacation
107
Glasgow, 11th July, 1859 (page 237)
107
Present
107
Resignation of Miss Hood and advertisement for new Lady Superintendent
107
Musical Instruction
108
Glasgow, 8th August, 1859 (page 238)
108
Present
108
The case of Samuel Marshall
108
Application under the Hamilton Trustees
108
Building repairs
108
Property in West Russel Street
108
Musical instruction
108
Glasgow, 12th August, 1859 (page 239)
109
Present
109
Resignation of Henry Lambeth, Music Master
109
Adoption of the Ince Sol-Fa System of Singing
109
Glasgow, 17th October, 1859 (page 240)
109
Minute of the sub-committee on music
109
Building extension
110
Proposed appointment of Master of method
110
December examinations
110
Miss Caughie’s salary
110
Glasgow, 7th November, 1859
110
Present
110
Proposed new buildings
110
Appointment of Master of method
111
Presentation of all students for examination
111
Miss Caughie’s salary
111
Glasgow, 21st November, 1859 (page 245)
112
Present
112
Proposed site of new buildings
112
Privy Council lectureships
112
Glasgow, 3rd January, 1860 (page 247)
112
Present
112
Proposed new premises
112
Lecturer’s examinations
112
Volume II 1860 – 1891
114
Glasgow, 9th January, 1860 (page 1)
114
Present
114
Mr Adam’s lecture
114
Copy letter to Mr. Adam
114
Glasgow, 25th January, 1860 (page 2).
115
Present
115
Mr Adam
115
Mr Boyd
115
Appointment of lecturer on history and geography
115
Student bursaries
115
Glasgow, 2nd February, 1860 (page 4)
116
Present
116
Candidate’s leet
116
Glasgow, 6th February, 1860 (page 5)
116
Present
116
Appointment of Mr A. H. Dick to office of Lecturer in History and Geography
116
Glasgow, 5thMarch, 1860 (page 6).
116
Present
117
Examination of Practising Schools
117
Fire in the Laboratory
117
Use of surplus fees from the Practising Schools in Moray House
117
Glasgow, 14th May, 1860 (page 8)
118
Present
118
Delay in college building
118
Mr Basil Robertson’s Bequest
118
Certificate for Rev John Kerr
119
Request for use of the Sabbath Room in the Arcade
119
Glasgow, 16 May, 1860 (page 10).
119
Present
119
Building Committee meeting
119
Use of the Sabbath Room in the Arcade
119
Glasgow, 7th  June, 1860 (page 11)
120
Present
120
Report from the Building Committee
120
Resignation of Mr George Adam
120
Consideration of Mr James Birnie as a replacement for Mr Adam
120
Instruction in instrumental music
120
Salary of the lady Superintendent
121
Glasgow, 18th June, 1860 (page 14)
121
Present
121
Appointment of Mr James McBirnie
121
Resignation of Rev David Smith
121
Glasgow, 16th  July, 1860 (page 15)
122
Present
122
Glasgow, 23rd July, 1860 (page 16)
122
Present
122
Glasgow, 17th September, 1860 (page 17)
123
Present
123
Clock in the tower
123
Specimen copybooks
123
Glasgow, 5th November, 1860 (page 18)
123
Present
123
Report on the clock in the tower
123
Collections of Sacred Music and Treatises on Musical Science
123
Hire of hall for examination of Certificates of Merit
124
Closing meeting of session
124
Glasgow, 7th January, 1861 (page 20)
124
Present
124
Report Certificate Examination – Christmas 1859 (page 24)
126
Session 1860 Practising Schools
127
College Department
127
Glasgow, 18th February, 1861 (page 28)
128
Present
128
Building extension proposals
128
Increase in Mr Kerr’s salary
129
Letter from James Gunn
129
Correspondence with Messrs. Kerr, Dick and Richardson
129
Expenses of Committee members
129
Glasgow, 25th February, 1861 (page 31)
130
Present
130
Examination of Practising Schools
130
Building extension proposals
130
Glasgow, 6th May, 1861 (page 32)
130
Present
130
Teaching of sewing to girls over seven
131
Meeting of the Building Committee.
131
Glasgow, 12th August, 1861 (page 33)
131
Present
131
Building Committee Report 16th, May 1861 (page 33)
131
Building Committee Report 10th June, 1861 (page 34)
132
Scale of fees
132
Resignation of Mr Robert McCosh
132
Appointment of Mr Isaac Haddington
132
Resignation of Mr James Miller
132
Appointment of Mr James White
132
Resignation of Miss Jane Abbot
132
Appointment of Miss Isabella Dow and Miss Catherine Harper
133
Resignation of Miss Margaret Caughie
133
Appointment of Miss Jean Caughie
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NOTES
1. Page references next to the date of the meetings refer to the page in the manuscript minutes to allow the transcript to be checked against the original.

2. 
Lorimer is sometimes spelt ‘Lormier’ but this is almost certainly a misspelling of Rev J. Lorimer. ‘Lorimer’ has been used throughout.

3. Similarly, Roberton is often spelt as the more usual Robertson. ‘Robertson’ has been used throughout. 

4. Dates have been altered to a modern formation to allow easier access in this digitalised transcript.

5. Stow’s last attendance at the Committee is recorded as November 11th, 1861. Minutes from this date until his death in 1864 and obituary (1865) have therefore been omitted.

Volume 1: 1845-1860

Edinburgh, 11th June, 1845 (page 1)

Inter-alia

Superintending Sub Committee named

The following were named a Sub Committee for managing and Superintending the Normal School in Glasgow

	Revd Dr Forbes
	Mr Alexander Wingate

	Revd Dr Henderson
	Mr Nathaniel Stevenson

	Revd Smyth
	Mr Hugh Cogan

	Revd Dr Patterson
	Mr William Collins

	Revd Dr Buchanan
	Mr Allan Buchanan

	Revd J. G. Lorimer
	Mr Henry Dunlop

	Revd A. King
	Mr David Stow

	Revd James Gibson
	Mr John Blackie

	Revd D Brown
	Mr James Buchanan

	
	Mr Hugh Brown


Dr Buchanan, Convenor

Mr Robertson’s Bequest

Mr Robert Thomson being in attendance explained to the meeting the circumstances connected with bequest of £1500 under the settlement of the late Mr Robertson Esq. which his surviving Trustees and all the parties beneficially interested in his trust were anxious to appropriate in aid of the building of the new Normal School, if such an application of the money were legally competent under the directions of the Trust Deed.  He also read a case submitted to Mr Dunlop with his opinion thereon suggesting the mode in which the parties ought to proceed in applying the funds in question. The meeting, in naming the above Sub Committee, gave them full power to negotiate with Mr Robertson’s Trustee and to enter into any arrangements which may be necessary in the matter. It was also suggested by Mr Thomson that without waiting for a finial adjustment of the matter he should immediately get Mr Robertson’s Trustee to assume some of the friends of the church to act along with him in third Trust so as to prevent the sum of £1500 from falling under judicial Administration in the events of his decease.

Extracted by

(Signed Samuel Raleigh)

Glasgow, 10th July, 1845 (page 3)
The which day they met the Assembly’s Committee of the Glasgow Free Church

Present

Rev Dr Buchanan, Rev Mr Gibson, Mr Allan Buchanan, Mr William Wilson, Mr John Blackie and Mr David Stow. Dr Buchanan in the chair.

Election of Secretary

Mr Robert Thomson was unanimously elected Secretary to the Committee.

Mr William Wilson and Mr Allan Buchanan were appointed Sub Committee to make the necessary arrangements.

Laying of the Foundation Stone by Mr Stow

It was agreed that the foundation stone of the new buildings should be laid on the 18th instance at three o’clock, and that the Moderator of the Presbytery should be requested to preside. It was also agreed that Mr Stow should lay the foundation stone

Glasgow, 1st August, 1845 (page 4)
The which day met the Assembly’s Committee on the Glasgow Free Church Normal Seminary

Present

Rev Dr Buchanan, Rev A King, Mr David Stow, Allan Buchanan, John Blackie, Rev Dr Brown, Rev J. Gibson.

Opening of the Free Church Seminary

The Committee resolved to open the Seminary on 11 August. A draft of an advertisement was submitted and approved.

Reduction in fees

In consideration of the unusual length of the present vacation caused by the erection of the new buildings, it was agreed to deduct one third from the fees for the current quarter of those scholars who were in attendance previous to the vacation. As Monday the 11th will be occupied in enrolling the children the Committee resolved to meet in the Seminary on Tuesday at 10 o’clock for the purpose of formally opening the school for the ensuing season.

Teachers in the Seminary

The teachers at present in the Seminary are: 

· Mr Hislop, Headmaster Senior Department

· Mr Moir, Master Senior Department

· Mr Frazer, Headmaster Junior Department

· Mr Stark, Second Master Junior Department

· Mrs Chamberlain, Industrial Department

· Assistant pro tempore in Senior Department, Mr Sugden

Expenditure for the year 1845

The following statement of the probable expenditure for the year commencing 12 April 1845 was submitted viz.:

· Head Master of Senior Department: £200

· Head Master Junior Department:  £150

· Head Master initiatory Department: £75

· Second Master or Junior Department: £60

· Second Master of Senior Department: £60

· Janiter (sic), including cleaning, coals etc: £110

· Music master: £50

· Temporary assistant in Senior department: £80

· Insurance, gas etc. £50

· Assistant to Industrial department: £30

· Temporary assistance in various departments: £20

· Assistant to initiatory department: £40

Total: £1075

The following statement of the income for the current year was also submitted:

Income for the year 1845

· Fees: £400

· Students (General): £240

· Wesleyan: £150

· Assembly’s grant of £300

Total: £1090

Having considered these statements that Committee result for the current year to appoint the following salaries viz.

Salaries

· Mr Hislop: £200

· Mr Frazer: £150

· Mr Caughie: £150

· Mrs Chamberlain: £75

· Mr Moir: £60

· Mr Stark: £60

The salaries of the music teacher and another temporary assistant to be fixed afterwards.

Mr Stow was requested to lay before the meeting on Tuesday, 12 August a written statement of the funds of the Seminary connected with current income and expenditure from April 1 to the date of the said meeting.

Glasgow, 12th August, 1845 (page 7)

Opening of the new buildings

Agreeably to intimation sent round to the Committee of the General Assembly of the Free church’s (sic) on the Glasgow Normal School also to the subscribers to the Institution the new Buildings erected in Cowcaddens were this day formally opened. 

By 10 o’clock the largest room with the addition of the adjoining was crowded with the children, their parents, and friends, - Masters, Students, friends of the Institution, members of the Free Presbytery of Glasgow. In the absence of the Rev Dr Buchanan the Convener of Committee the Rev Mr Lormier opened the Institution with prayer, imploring God’s special blessing upon it for the present and future generations. Thereafter he congratulated the friends of Education on the auspicious circumstances in which they were assembled and address the children 700 in number on their duties. The Rev Dr Forbes and the Rev Mr King followed in appropriate addresses. The Teachers having been called upon through Mr Hislop and Mr Caughie express their entire satisfaction with the arrangements of the Building and the prospects of the Institution. Mr Stow conducted the exercises of the children whose song several suitable Psalms and Hymns. The Rev David Brown concluded the meeting and pronounced the benediction. The directors, with gratitude to God, desire to record their unmingled satisfaction with the circumstances of the opening of the Institution – nothing could be more favourable. On the preceding day as many children were received as in the former building work accommodated, more than one of the Teachers expressed their surprise at the intelligent acquaintance on the part of the parents and guardians of the children of the great religious principles which led to the building of the new Institution.

Glasgow, 19th September, 1845 (page 8)

The Assembly’s Committee met.

Present

The Revd Drs Henderson and Buchanan, Rev Messrs King, Lormier and Gibson Messrs Stephenson A. Buchanan and W. Wilson.

The Rev Dr Buchanan convener in the chair.

After prayer, the minutes of the meeting of first and 12th August last were read.

In reference to the statement of income and expenditure from 1 April to first of August, ordered by the meeting of the latter date, Mr Stow stated the amounts in general terms and engaged to place a written statement of the precise items in the hands of the Secretary in a few days, and which the Secretary is instructed to subjoined to this minute.

In regard to funds for the erection of the new premises the convener made the following statement.

Legacy of Basil Robertson

The Trustees of the late Basil Robertson Esq. of this city have a sum of £1500 in their hands left by Mr Robertson for Educational purposes. They are disposed to apply it in execution of his will towards the completion of the Normal School Building on condition of proper provision being made in their Buildings for carrying into effect the object of their trust. The sum so left it is however burdened with an annuity to the sister of the deceased, -- a lady upwards of 60 years of age.

In order to provide for this annuity, a sum equal to interest upon the amount at 4½% must be raised annually during her life. If the Assembly’s Committee will take measures to provide that annuity Mr Robertson’s Trustees, with the consent of the annuitant will place immediately the principal sum of £1500 in the hands of the Committee to be applied towards defraying the expense of the school buildings.

The convener thought the annual sum above referred to, might be obtained without much difficulty by applying to, -- say 15 or more of the Glasgow Free Churches to vote through their Deacons’ Court five pounds per annum. He read the draft of a letter which he had prepared for that purpose.

The Committee approve (sic) of this proposal and instructed that copies of the aforesaid a letter should be sent to the Deacons Courts of the following congregations viz.

	St John’s
	Tron
	Gorbals

	St David’s
	Anderston
	St Stephen’s

	St Paul’s
	St Matthew’s
	Knox’s

	St Andrew’s
	Renfield
	

	St Enoch’s
	St Peter’s
	

	St George’s
	Stockwell
	

	St James’
	Lauriston
	


Appointment of joint treasurer

At the request of Mr William Campbell Treasurer it was resolved to appoint a joint Treasurer along with him and Mr Allan Buchanan was unanimously appointed accordingly.

The Committee resolved to hold regular meetings in third Seminary at 3 PM, on the first Monday of every month for the transaction of their ordinary business, then meetings to be regularly intimated to the members of the Janiter (sic).

It was resolved to take up at the next meeting the consideration of the Building fund and to adopt measures for increasing the subscription list without delay.

The Architect, Mr Burns, called the attention of the Committee to the heating of the Institution and the Building Committee were appointed to consider and report to next meeting on the subject.

The same Committee was also appointed to enquire and report on to clocks for the schoolrooms.

Meeting closed with prayer.

Income and expenditure: April – September 1845

11 Buccleuch Street

September 23, 1845

My dear sir

At Mr Stow’s request I sent at the enclosed memoranda of money matters with which I have been concerned. I am my dear sir

Yours faithfully, signed, R. Hislop.

	1845
	
	
	1845
	
	
	

	April
	Senior Department
	£28.0
	April
	Paid
	Mr Campbell Esq.
	£84.12

	
	Junior department
	£50.0
	
	Paid
	Mr Gibson (music)
	£4.10

	
	Industrial department
	£21.2.
	
	Paid 
	Mr Stark
	£10.00

	
	Initiatory department
	£15.2.6
	
	Paid
	Mr Sugden
	£17.13

	
	Students fees
	£6.6
	
	Paid
	Mechanics Hall and bills
	£3.15

	Total
	
	£120.10.6
	
	Total
	
	£120.10


	August
	Senior Department
	£19.0
	August
	Paid
	Mr Campbell Esq.
	£100

	
	Junior department
	£40.0
	
	Paid
	Mrs Fulton
	£3.0

	
	Industrial departments
	£20.0
	
	Paid
	Black woods accounts
	£1.5.0

	
	
	
	
	On hand
	
	£0.0.6

	
	Students Fees
	£6.6.0
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	£104.6.0
	
	
	
	£104.6


The August arrears will be paid to the Treasurer in a few days

Signed R.H.

To September received from William Campbell Esq. the sum of £231.1.8

	Mr Hislop
	 £50.0

	Mr Caughie
	£37.10

	Mr Frazer
	£37.10

	Mr Stark
	£15.0

	Mr Moore
	£15.0

	Mr Sugden
	£13.6.8

	Mr Jaffrey
	£25.0

	Mrs Chamberlain
	£18.15

	Miss Hannay
	£4.10

	Infant Assistant
	£4.10

	Two lads
	£10.0

	Total
	231.1.8


Minutes of Meeting of the Trustees of the late Basil Robertson

The following is a copy of the Minutes of Meeting of the Trustees of the late Basil Robertson Esq.

Meeting with the Trustees of Basil Robertson

Glasgow, 17th September, 1845 (page 13)
At a meeting of the Trustees of the late Mr Basil Robertson
present

The Rev Dr B. Cameron, Mr Hue Brown, Mr Robertson, Mr Stevenson and Mr All

Dr Buchanan was named Preses.

The meeting had under consideration the Trust constituted by the late Basil Robertson the substance of which is as follows.

“The Trustees are to lay out and secure on good heritable security, or in their option in the purchase of heritable property, a sum of £1500 which is vested in their Trustees and presently lying in Bank – the securities or titles being conceived in favour of themselves and the survivors of them. The free interest or profits of this sum were to be paid to the granters’ sisters Euphemia and Mary while alive and unmarried and to the unmarried survivor in life rent. Mary is since married and therefore the interest is payable to Euphemia while she remains unmarried.

It is directed that on Euphemia’s death or marriage the Trustees shall apply with the principal sum and interest falling due thereafter in founding and towards endowing in Glasgow, Infant schools or in their option and according as they shall judge it more expedient, schools for general education on the principle of the Scottish Parochial Schools with pupils in either case paying a small rate of school wages to be authorised by the Trustees – that the said Trustees should either take premises on release or in their option purchase or erect on a piece of ground to be purchased by them plain and simple and  inexpensive buildings for the said schools and school masters’ houses or one or other of them. And whatever part of the said sum of £1500 and of the interest and profits thereof shall then remain shall be applied at the discretion of the said Trustees in endowing and supporting the said schools under such rules and regulations as they may enact from time to time regarding the Management of the same and the nomination, government and removal of the teachers and otherwise.”

It appears then that without her consent the ultimate purpose of the Trust cannot be approached until Miss Robertson’s death or marriage but Mr Robertson stated his belief that his sister would be ready and willing to discharge her liferent right, provided reasonable security were furnished for an annuity equal to per cent of the principal sum being – per cent.

Mr Robertson farther stated that it had occurred to himself as well as to others that as the sum bequeathed by the late Mr Robertson was quite inadequate to establish and support an Institution such as he contemplated his Trustees would best secure the attainment of his object by making an arrangement with an existing institution of a similar kind whereby in consideration of such Institution getting right to the aforesaid sum of £1500 the Directors should become bound to allocate and set apart a certain portion of the Buildings upon which the above sum should be held as invested and in which the tuition commenced should be under the superintendence of Mr Robertson’s trustees. He farther stated that the Glasgow Free Church Normal Seminary now in course of being completed appeared to offer an immediate and desirable opportunity of securing such an object and that he had been given to understand that the Committee of Management of that Institution would be willing to concur in carrying such an arrangement into effect provided it was consistent with its own constitution and within the spirit and fair construction of the late Mr Robertson’s settlement in which case they would be willing to allow Miss Robertson an annuity at the rate of – per cent upon the amount and enter into an arrangement with Mr Robertson’s Trustees to the effect above referred to. Mr Robertson farther stated that his sister was perfectly willing so far as she was concerned to accept of the obligation of the Committee of Management of the above Institution for the payment of her annuity at the above rate, and moreover that the arrangements proposed, if found to practicable, would be agreeable to himself and the other immediate relatives of the late Mr Robertson.

The Trustees having deliberated upon the subject they are of the opinion that it is highly desirable that the arrangements suggested by Mr Robertson should, if practicable, be carried into effect and they resolved to concur with the Committee of Management of the Institution in seeking to place it upon a footing at once consistent with the constitution of the Free Church Normal Seminary and with the fair and bona fide fulfilment of the late Mr Robertson’s intention, and in order to secure that object they agreed that the steps to be taken shall be under the advice of Alexander Dunlop Esq. Advocate and to hold a future meeting to consider the course which he may recommend to be followed, but as Mr Robertson’s Trustees have no funds out of which the consequent expense could be defrayed they make it a condition of their going into the arrangement that the whole expenses are to be paid by their Committee of the Seminary.

Glasgow, 13th October, 1845 (page 18)

At Glasgow and within the new Normal Seminary Institution. At a meeting of the Assembly’s Committee of the above Institution:

Present

Reverend Drs Buchanan, Paterson, and Henderson and Rev Messrs King, Lormier and Brown and also Messrs Wingate, Blackie, a Buchanan, Stevenson, Brown, and Stow.

Rev Dr Buchanan in the chair.

Mr Robertson’s Legacy

The Meeting having been constituted with prayer by the Rev Mr King, the Secretary read the Minutes of last meeting as also the Copy of a Minute of our Meeting of Mr Robertson’s Trustees which he had recorded in the Sederunt Book for reference, held lately in regard to the sum of £1500 referred to in the last minute.

Dr Buchanan produced and read to the Meeting Letters from the clerk to nine of the Deacons Courts signifying their ascent to the proposal suggested for paying the Annuity to Miss Robertson. The meeting agreed to renew their application to those Deacons Courts who have not yet returned answers and also to apply to other congregations in connection with the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr for assistance it’s being understood that any surplus that may remain after paying Miss Robertson’s annuity shall be applied towards the current expenditure of the Institution.

The Meeting approve of the arrangements suggested at third meeting of Mr Robertson’s trustees as to the application of the principle sum of £1500 therein referred to and instruct the Secretary to concur with Mr Robertson’s trustees in carrying it into effect upon the principles therein specified. Dr Buchanan then stated that as a considerable time might elapse before these arrangements can be finished it was desirable that the sum should in the meantime be paid over to this Committee upon an undertaking to repay it when required and also to satisfy Miss Robertson for her liferent. Though Meeting agreed to take her Alone offsets some in the meantime at five per cent interest and upon the same being paid to their treasurer they oblige the Institution and the funds thereof to repay the same. They farther authorise an authenticated extract of this part of the Minute to be delivered to Mr Robertson’s trustees as a voucher for the sums so lent.

Salaries

The Meeting then proceeded to the consideration of the salaries to be paid to those teachers whose salaries were not fixed at the meeting held on 1 August last Wednesday resolved that Mr Sugden shall be allowed at the rate of £80 per annum, that Miss Hannay, a temporary assistant be allowed at the rate of £18 and that Mrs Young junior assistant be allowed at the rate of £10 per annum All from first to April last. The meeting farther authorise the treasurer to pay £7.10 on account of Mrs Fulton – the sums already received by any of the above parties being of course deducted from the sums now agreed to be allowed to them. The meeting Messrs King, Lormier, Stow, A. Buchanan, and the Convener as a Sub Committee to consider and report as to the temporary assistants to be appointed and the remuneration to be paid to them.

Appointment of a Janitor

The Meeting then proceeded to see election of Janitor when Mr John Jaffrey was appointed for one year from first to April last with an allowance at the rate of 15 shillings per week with an additional allowance to his wife of six shillings per week upon the understanding that she gives her exclusive attention to the business of the Institution. They farther agreed to allow the janitor a free house within the Institution with a free coals and gas. The meeting farther agree in the meantime to continue the services of the two girls heretofore employed by the Janitor at the rate of seven shillings per week each or at such other rate as the Sub Committee before appointed may consider reasonable.

Search for teachers to fill vacancies

The meeting authorise the Sub Committee to look out for teachers in case of vacancies and if need be to make interim appointments tilt permanent appointments are made by the general committee it being understood that no permanent appointment shall be made except by the general committee.

Committee on the clock and heating

The committee on the clock and heating the Institution was continued.

Purchase of Bibles

The meeting authorise the Treasurer to purchase for behoof of the Institution 60 Bibles of suitable sizes.

Purchase of the Ground

Mr Thomson then reported that the price of the ground upon which the buildings stand has not yet been paid and no disposition has been granted by the former proprietors and he suggested that steps be immediately taken for raising the necessary funds. The meeting will be made to Messrs a. Buchanan, Stevenson, Wingate and Blackie along with the convener and the secretary to procure from one or other of the banks if need be whatever some may be required and to grant an obligation for the sum in name of the General Committee.

Appointment of Mr Stevenson as treasurer

Mr Campbell having resigned his office of Treasurer, Mr Stevenson was appointed in his room, Mr A. Buchanan giving his assistance as joint Treasurer.

Glasgow, 2nd November, 1845 (page 23)

At Glasgow and within the New Normal Seminary 

Present

Convened the following members of Committee viz. Rev Dr Buchanan, and Rev Mr King and Messrs Stow, Stevenson, Blackie and Allan Buchanan.

Appointment of teachers to fill the vacancies

The meeting having been constituted with prayer by Dr Buchanan E., Dr Buchanan on behalf of the Sub Committee, appointed at last meeting to look out for teachers to supply vacancies, reported that considering the present state of the Income and expenditure of the Institution the Committee thought it inexpedient to make any new appointments at present of which report the meeting approve. The meeting instruct Dr Buchanan to communicate with the Secretary of the Wesleyan Society and if possible to come to add definite arrangement with that body as to the terms on which their students in future to be admitted to the Institution.

Students in attendance

The meeting farther resolve that Mr Hislop be requested to furnish the Committee with a list of the whole students attending the Seminary and to furnish to each monthly meeting of Committee corrected list specifying the rate of fees paid by each.

Seminary stationery

The meeting resolved that it is expedient that the whole stationery used at the Institution should be furnished by the Committee and Mr Allan Buchanan was instructed to open an account with Mr Collins for the same and to make such arrangements as he made deem proper for its being given out to the pupils which Mr Buchanan being present agreed to do.

Recommendation of textbooks

Dr Buchanan, Mr King, Mr Lormier, and Mr Stow were appointed a Committee to examine the Books as present in use at the Institution and to report to next meeting how far they approve of the same at what arrangements they would recommend in future as to supplying Books to the pupils. Mr King to be the convener.

Legacy from Basil Robertson

Mr Stevenson reported that he had received payments from Mr Robertson’s Trustees of £1500 for which he had granted a receipt of which the meeting approved.  

Designation of Mr Hislop as Rector

Mr Stow stated that it had been suggested that it might add to Mr Hislop’s influence if he was allowed to design himself as Rector of the Institution, and as the Committee approve of the suggestion, he is authorised accordingly.

Glasgow, 1st December, 1845 (page 25)

At Glasgow and within the New Normal Seminary 

Present

Dr Buchanan, Rev Mr King, Messrs Stevenson, Collins, Blackie, and Allan Buchanan.

Dr Buchanan in the Chair.

Recommendation of textbooks

Mr King as Convener of the Committee on Books laid before the meeting a list of the Books at present in use at the Institution but he reported that the committee had not yet examined the Books themselves so minutely as to warrant an expression of opinion as to their fitness. The Committee remit to the same Committee to examine the Books more deliberately and to report to next meeting.

Funds for the Seminary

Dr Buchanan reported that it had occurred to several members of Committee that as the Institution was short of funds with which to meet the price of the ground that an application be made to the Educational Committee of the Free Church for payments of the remaining £1000 agreed to be advanced by them, and that while in Edinburgh attending the Committee he had made the application accordingly and that he was happy to say it had been successful. Mr Stevenson the Treasurer accordingly reported that he had received the money but as he was still short of the requisite fund and several Gentlemen connected with the Institution had subscribed a Bill for £1000 to him as Treasurer which had been cashed at the Bank and he had thus enabled (sic) to pay the price of the ground and a Disposition had accordingly been executed and delivered to the Trustees of the Institution. The meeting approve of what has been done and agreed that the fund of the Institution shall be liable in relief to the gentlemen subscribing the Bill.

Committee acknowledge the liability of the Educational Committee in anticipating the grant.

Mr Stevenson laid before the meeting a state of the funds from which it appeared that in order to pay the balance of the tradesmen’s accounts and the other charges connected with the buildings and to relieve the above Bill of £1000 sum of about £1500 in addition to the former subscription will require to be raised by subscription and the Committee respectfully request Dr Buchanan as soon as he can make it convenient to resume his application for subscription in conjunction with such membership of committee as may be willing to assist him. This Dr Buchanan agreed to do.

Students in attendance

Mr Hislop produced to the meeting the List of the students presently attending the Institution from which it appeared that there are at present 36 in number of whom 23 paid for by the Wesleyan Body and the remaining 13 general students.

Books for Mr West

The Committee agreed to present Mr West who has hitherto acted as music Master with Books to the value of £5 in token of his services and Mr West having been called in the Books were presented by the Chairman who at the same time expressed the Committee’s sense of the value of his services to which Mr West made a suitable acknowledgement

Mr Stevenson and Mr Buchanan Reported that the Bell and Clock had been ordered and would soon be ready to be put up.

Glasgow, 5th January, 1846 (page 28)

Within the New Normal Seminary

Present

Dr Smyth, Rev D. Brown and Messrs Alexander Wingate, John Blackie, David Stow, William Wilson and Allan Buchanan.

Dr Smyth in the Chair.

Report from the Committee on Books

Rev W King as Convener on the Committee of Books produced and read the following Report.  The Committee do not think that it would be expedient to make any change at present in the Books used in the Seminary. It does indeed seem desirable that some of them were superseded but in order that this may be done with advantage it seems necessary that the subject should receive the fullest consideration and that a correspondence should be open up with individuals at a distance adds to the preparation of new works to take the place of some of those which are at present in use.

The committee would therefore recommend either the appointment of a new Committee all the re-appointment of the present Committee with some additional members to take the entire subject of these books into their consideration to point out the kind of books which may be desiderata and to suggest the most expedient mode of having each book supplied.

Signed Andrew King, Convenor.

The Committee having considered the above Report the former Committee was re-appointed, the Rev Mr King Convener.

The meeting thereafter nominated Dr Buchanan and Messrs Nathaniel Stevenson, Allan Buchanan, John Blackie and William Wilson as a committee to make out lists and apply for subscriptions.  Mr Stevenson to be Convenor.

Student and pupil numbers

Mr Hislop produced a list of the students at present attending the Institution from which it appeared that there are 46 in number of whom 22 are Wesleyan and the other general students.

Letter from Rev Mr Pengelley to Mr Stow (Wesleyan Students)
There was laid before the meeting a letter from the Rev Mr Pengelly to Mr Stow of which the following is a copy viz.

City Road Chapel, December 22, 1845

Dear Sir

At our late Committee Meeting I brought the subject of your letter of the 10th inst are under consideration. Our Committee have agreed to pay you the sum of £70 for the training of the 10 students who entered between the month of March and October 1845 and if the Treasurer if he has not already remitted the amount will do so forthwith.

I find at 17 Students only have entered the seminary since the third October, but three other persons will be sent to make the number 20. For these Students a fee of three guineas each will I assume have to be paid in accordance with the terms of the Advertisement to which I referred at the time the first of them were admitted.

With reference to the numbers of students our committee wish to be trained I think I may say that they would be willing to send 50 or 60 persons in the course of the year 1846 if so many should present themselves and be found upon examination suitable for the purpose. In consequence of the various openings in trade and commerce the number of applicants is greatly reduced. We are nearly at the end of our list, but we are taking measures to bring the subject before the Ministers of our Body and I hope it will be attended with success.

In having to do with Committees I find it necessary to bring every matter before them in a specific form. If the Committee of the Normal Seminary will have the kindness therefore to say on what terms any particular number of students can be trained during the next year I will lay the communication before them, and I have no doubt an immediate arrangement can be made with reference to this matter. There is some indisposition on the part of a few members of a Committee to sanction many students until the terms are finally arranged. And as there are Committees to be consulted on both sides it will be perhaps advisable to know as soon as possible what are the terms which will be mutually acceptable. I am, Dear Sir, Yours Most Truly, (Signed) John C. Pengelly -- To Mr Stow Esq.

The Committee agree to receive 30 additional students from the Wesleyans at three guineas. Mr Stow regulating the date of their admission.

Mr Stow is authorised to insert an advertisement requesting the friends of the Institution to make donations of such articles as may be useful in conducting its business.

Glasgow, 2nd February, 1846 (page 32)

Within the New Normal Seminary

Present

The Rev Dr Buchanan, Convenor, Rev Mr Lorimer, Messrs Stow, Blackie, Stevenson, A. Brown and A. Buchanan. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev Dr Buchanan.

New books

Mr Stow produced some memoranda and specimens in M.S. of what is desiderated in regards to new books, which was remitted to Mr Kings Committee.

Building Fund

Mr Stevenson as convener of the Committee on the Building fund reported that they were taking the steps necessary towards raising of the amount required. 

Student numbers

The Rector handed in the list of students at this date in attendance at the Seminary. They amount to 46.

Fees of Wesleyan students

Mr Stevenson reported that the fees extra, and ordinary, for the Wesleyan Students had been received as per Mr Pengelly’s letter. 

Advertisement for gifts, articles of natural history

Mr Stow mentioned that he had published the advertisement noticed in current minute in reference to gifts of books, articles of natural history etc.

Request for increased salary from Mr Sugden

A letter from Mr Sugden was laid on the table asking an increase of his salary from £80-£100 per annum. The attention of the Committee was also called to the fact that the salary of the music teacher is still undetermined. The Committee resolved to remit those matters to be considered and disposed of by the sub committee on teachers.

Glasgow, 16th March, 1846 (page 33)

Within the Chambers of Mr Robert Thomson at three o’clock afternoon.

Present

Convened the following Members of the Committee of the New Normal School, viz. Messrs Nathanial Stevenson, William Wilson, John Blackie, Alexander  Wingate, Rev Mr Lorimer and Mr Allan Buchanan. Mr Blackie in the Chair.

Necessity of raising funds

Mr Stevenson the Treasurer stated that this meeting had been specially called to consider as to the best way of raising funds to pay off the balance of the Tradesmen’s Accounts and other claims against the Institution, and he explained that including the £1000 due to the Royal Bank there would be a deficiency in the funds of the extent of nearly Three Thousand Pounds.  All of the above Sum it is calculated at about one thousand Pounds be raised at present by additional subscriptions but considering the present state of the mercantile community and at the many demands that have of late been made upon the friends of the Institution, it cannot be expected that for the present the new subscriptions will exceed the above sum of one Thousand Pounds.

The Meeting having deliberated upon the matter were of opinion that although the Trustees of the Institution have power to borrow upon the Security of the Buildings it would not be expedient to do so, but found additional sum of one Thousand Pounds should be borrowed from the Bank upon the Security or the as many of the friends of the Institution as can be bought to give their names (to) the funds and property of the Institution being always liable to these gentlemen in relief of their obligation. The meeting accordingly authorise the Treasurer to raise the money in the above way and on the above terms.

Glasgow, 2nd March, 1846 (page 35)

Within the New Normal Seminary. The following Minute was omitted to be engrossed before the preceding one.

Present

The Rev Dr Buchanan, convener, Rev Dr Brown, Rev A King, Messrs Stephenson and Blackie. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev Dr Brown.

Book Committee

Mr King stated that the Committee on Books is not yet in a condition to report.

Building Fund

In reference to the Building Fund Mr Stevenson reported that the Committee were prosecuting the subscription with encouraging success.

Student numbers

The Rector funding in the list of students at present in attendance amounting to 48.

Mr Thomson’s salary and duties

A statement was laid on the table by Mr Thomson, Music Master, adds to his duties and salary.

Mr Brown, Mr King, Mr Blackie, Mr Buchanan with the convener and secretary were appointed to consider Mr Thomson’s statement and Mr Sugden’s application and to confer with the Treasury as to how far the state of the funds were admitted of raising the salaries in question; Mr Thomson to convene a meeting at Mr Stevenson’s counting room for Monday, the ninth instance at three of p.m.

Glasgow, 1st April, 1846 (page 36)

Within the New Normal Seminary

Convened the Rev Dr Buchanan, the Rev Dr Henderson, Rev A King and Messrs Nathanial Stevenson, Alan Buchanan, John Blackie and William Wilson.

Dr Buchanan in the Chair.

Mr Thomson’s and Mr Sugden’s salary increase

Mr Thomson the secretary reported on behalf of the Committee to consider the applications from Mr Sugden and Mr Thomson for an increase of salary, that looking to the present state of the income and expenditure of the institution they cannot recommend that the salary of either of these gentlemen be at present increased but that Mr Thomson’s salary as Teacher of Music may with propriety be restricted to 5 hours in the week thereby diminishing his labour. The Meeting approve of the above report and resource accordingly that they desire at the same time to express their regret that the resources of the Institution are not adequate at present to afford the advance of salary requested by Messrs Sugden and Thomson and their hope that ere along they may have its in their power to meet their views.

Bank deficit

Mr Wilson and Mr Blackie were appointed at Committee to book your additional names to the Bill for money to be borrowed from the Bank.

Interest on Roberton (or Robertson) Fund

The Secretary was instructed to make up a list of the different Deacons court which have agreed to pay £5 annually to meet the interest payable to Miss Roberton and handed the same to the Treasurer.

Student numbers

The list of Students attending the Seminary was produced showing that they are 52 in number.

Glasgow, 4th May, 1846 (page 38)

In the Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Rev Dr Buchanan, Rev A King, Messrs Stow, Allan Buchanan and N Stephenson. The Rev Dr Buchanan in the Chair. The Meeting was opened with prayer.

Account at the Royal Bank

There Treasurer reported that the requisite number of additional names to the Bill referred to in the Minutes of last Meeting had been obtained; and the Bill had been discounted in the Royal Bank and the proceeds appropriated, first to retire the former bill of £1000, which becomes due on 27 May current, and the remainder towards payment of the Building accounts.

Student and pupil numbers

The Rector handed in the list of students, who amount at this date to 62.

The Rector also stated that the number of children at present in attendance

In the Initiatory: 192

Industrial: 99

Junior, 1st and 2nd divisions: 320

Senior: 170

Total: 781

The Committee resolved to request the Presbytery to examine the Seminary and to suggest Tuesday, for the initiatory and two divisions of the Junior department and Wednesday for the Senior and Industrial departments and that the examination on those days should be at quarter to ten a.m.

The Rev A King gave in the following report on the subject of the sort of books used in the Institution. “The Sub Committee on Books have no suggestion to offer as to any change in the books at present used in the Seminary. They are however of opinion that it might be useful to the Institution words that Committee in so far as it can do it without interfering with the rights of private property, to take into its own hands they charge of supplying the pupils with the books which are used. The profit of the sales it is conceived, after allowing a percentage to any one of the teachers to whom the business might be intrusted (sic), would yield a revenue to switch the Institution seems to be fairly entitled, and of which it ought to receive the benefit at a time especially when its income is so very limited.

(Signed) Andrew King, Convenor.” which it was agreed should be allowed to rely on the table to the next meeting.

The Committee resolved to consider at next meeting the propriety of raising the fees at present paid in the more advanced departments.

The committee resolved to lay a statement of the affairs of this Seminary from the commencements till this state before next General Assembly and request Mr Thomson to call a meeting of the Committee to be held on Tuesday next at 2 PM to five is a draft of the Report.

Glasgow, 9th June, 1846 (page 40)

The Committee of the Normal School met.

Present: 

The Reverend Drs Buchanan, Smyth,, Rev J. Gibson, Messrs Blackie, Collins, A. Buchanan, Stevenson and Mr Wilson. The meeting was opened with prayer.

Building Fund

Mr Stevenson gave in a report of the Building Fund, from which it appears that by grants from the General assembly, private subscriptions and the Robertson fund 

	The sum total actually realised at this state and applicable to building is
	£5693.02.00

	Amounts actually paid on account of the ground and building
	 £7944.06.11

	 Estimated amount still payable
	£1140.07.00

	Sum in dispute
	£100.00.00

	Total COD
	£9184.13.11

	Sum realised 
	£5693.02.00

	Date
	£3491.11.11


Income and expenditure

Bill payable on Whit Sunday 1847 -- £2000
Sum required to meet present obligation 1491.11.11
The Committee having taken the above statement into consideration resolve to take immediate measures to raise additional funds and requests the convener to bring the subject under the notice of the Presbytery at its meeting on the 10th occurrence. They farther appointed the following members committee to prosecute this object viz. messrs. A Collins, Blackie and Wilson with the Rev Dr Buchanan Convener.

Student fees

The Committee having taken up the subject of fees appointed Mr Stow, Mr A. Buchanan, Mr N. Wilson, Mr Stevenson, Rev Dr Buchanan and Rev Mr King sub-committee to confer with the Teachers and finally to determine on the fees to be enacted in future and also to arrange about the vacation. The same sub-committee is authorised to consider and report on the propriety of an addition to the Salary of Mr Caughie and the other Teachers whose cases were formally before the committee.

Glasgow, 6th June, 1846 (page 42)

New Normal Seminary. The committee met.

Convened: the Rev Dr Buchanan

Present: 

Messrs Stow, Wilson, Stevenson, A. Buchanan.

The committee fixed the fees as follows:

Pupil fees

Initiatory Department two shillings and sixpence per quarter

Junior department: four shillings

Juvenile department: five shillings

Industrial department: five shillings

Senior Department: six shillings

Third Committee farther arranged that the location should commence on the 26 current and the Seminary BB opened on morning 3 August.

Staff salaries

In regard to the increase of Salaries the Committee resolved:

1. 
To add to Mr Caughie’s Salary £20 per annum

2. 
Mr Stark’s, £10

3. 
Mr Frazer, £20

4.
Mr Sugden, £20

5.
Mr Hislop, £40

to commence from second August next.

Glasgow, 7th July, 1846  (page 43)

At a meeting of the Committee of the Normal Seminary.

Present: 

Dr Buchanan and Messrs David Stow, Mr Wilson, Q. Brown and John Blackie Sr.

The meeting was constituted by Dr Buchanan who thereafter produced a report from the Sub Committee on Fees and Teachers Salaries which is hereinbefore engrossed. The meeting having taken the same into consideration they approve their old and resolve accordingly

Glasgow, 16th July, 1846  (page 44)

At a meeting of the Committee of the Normal Seminary

Present: 

Dr Buchanan, Dr Henderson and Messrs Henry Dunlop, David Stow, Nathaniel Stevenson and Allan Buchanan.

Money borrowed from Mr Robertson’s Trustees

The meeting was constituted by Dr Buchanan. Thereafter the Secretary laid before the meeting letter from Mr McGeorge with reference to the investment of the money borrowed from Mr Robertson’s trustees along with the opinion of Mr Alexander Dunlop therein referred to the consideration of which was adjourned till a future meeting.

Glasgow, 3rd August, 1846 (page 44)

At a meeting of the committee of the Normal Seminary

Present: the Rev Dr Buchanan, the Rev Andrew King and Messrs Nathaniel Stevenson, Alexander Wingate.

Grant from Mr Matthew Montgomerie

The meeting was constituted by Mr King. Mr Stevenson laid before the meeting letter from Mr Matthew Montgomerie Agent for the Trustees of the late Mr Hamilton of Port Glasgow specifying the terms upon which they are willing to make a grant of £500 to the funds of the institution.

The following Sub Committee were appointed to confer with Mr Montgomerie on the subject of the conditions on which the sums specified in his letter is to be obtained. – Mr Thomson, Mr Stevenson and Dr Buchanan.

Students in attendance

The Rector handed in the List of Students in attendance at this state amounting to 53. The Rector farther reported that the Seminary had been reopened this day, and that 585 children had been already enrolled, and that’s a very considerable number of others had been postponed to allow time for the old scholars to come forward.

Glasgow, 14th August, 1846 (page 46)

At a special meeting of the Committee of Management of the Glasgow Normal Seminary in connection with the Free Church of Scotland

Present

Convened the Rev Dr Buchanan, Rev Dr Smyth and Messrs Hugh Brown, Allan Buchanan, Alexander Wingate, John Blackie Senior and James Buchanan. Mr Allan Buchanan in the chair.

Grant from Mr Matthew Montgomerie

The Meeting having been constituted with prayer by the Rev Smith, Mr Thomson the Secretary stated that an application having been made to the Trustees of the late Mr Hamilton Esq. of Port Glasgow for a grant out of the funds bequeathed by that gentleman for Missionary Educational and other objects connected with the Free Church of Scotland said Trustees had agreed to pay over £500 to the Directors of the Glasgow Normal Seminary connected with said church on the following conditions viz. that Mr Hamilton’s Trustees or those to whom they may hereafter devolve the right shall have the right and privilege in all time coming, so long as said Normal Institution is kept up of having eight pupils always in the Institution to be trained as Teachers free of charge, these individuals being selected by Mr Hamilton’s Trustees or by such other persons or by public bodies to whom they may delegate the power either from the town of Port Glasgow or from the town of Irvine, priority being given to Port Glasgow over Irvine in either case, the parties or parents of parties selected being residenters within three municipal bounds of either of the said towns, it being understood that the party selected shall, in conformity with the ordinary rules of this Institution under the usual prescribed examination to test their preparedness to be admitted into the Seminary to be trained as Teachers. Farther it was conditional that in the event of the Institution at any time hereafter ceasing to exist as a Normal Seminary and the Directors being thus unable to afford training to the individuals to be so named by Mr Hamilton’s Trustees, or those on whom they may devolve the right as a force said, that since then and in that event Mr Hamilton’s Trustees or others as aforesaid shall be entitled to receive, and the Directors of the Institution for the time being shall be bound to pay over to them a rateable proportion of the three price of the ground and Buildings in the event of there being sold as said £500 shall correspond with the amount of the other donations and subscriptions made either by individuals or public bodies to the funds of the Institution and in the event of the premises not being sold in a converted into and Institution of a different kind, and in case the Directors shall be unable to give training and tuition of the character and in conformity with the spirit of the proposed arrangements that then Mr Hamilton’s Trustees or those in their right shall be entitled to proportion of the net value of the said subjects as the saying shall be ascertained by arbiters mutually chosen.

The meeting having deliberated on the above matter they are of opinion that the grant should be accepted or in the terms and conditions above specified, and they authorise the Treasure to grant a receipt for the money in terms of the minutes of the meeting, and instructs the Secretary to furnish Mr Hamilton’s Trustees with an authenticated copy of said minutes.

In testimony whereof these minutes are subscribed by the chairman of the meeting and also by Nathaniel Stevenson Esq. Treasurer to the Institution as relative to the Discharge granted by him to Mr Hamilton’s Trustees dated 18th of August 1846.

Glasgow, 7th September, 1846 (page 49)

At a meeting of the Committee of the Normal Seminary

Present
The Rev Dr Smyth, Rev Messrs D. Brown, JG Lorimer, Messrs Stow and A. Buchanan, with the Rev Dr Buchanan, Convener.

The Committee was constituted.

Advertisement regarding Bursaries for the Edinburgh Seminary

The Committee had its attention directed to an advertisement which appeared in the Witness of the second inst on the subject of Free Church Normal Seminary Bursaries. The Committee regret to observe that these Bursaries appear to be restricted to be Edinburgh Seminary, and considers such an arrangement as fitted to be injurious to the Glasgow Institution. They farther requested their convener to lay their views on this matter before the Assemblies Edinburgh Committee.

Students in attendance

The Rector gave in the list of students who amount at this state to 68. He farther stated that the number of children at present enrolled in 792.

Library and Museum

The Rector called the attention of the Committee to the importance of there being a Library and Museum for the use of the students and stated that the means used hitherto for obtaining them had not succeeded. The following members were appointed sub-committee to consider and report what should be done in this matter viz. Rev Mr Lorimer, Mr A. Buchanan, and Rev Dr Buchanan.

Glasgow, 17th September, 1846 (page 51)

At a special meeting of the Committee of the Normal Seminary called for the purpose of meeting with Dr Candlish and Mr Gibson as a Deputation from the Educational Committee of the Free church on the subject of bursaries.

Present

Convened: the Rev Dr Candlish and Mr Gibson on behalf of aforesaid Educational Committee and also the following members of Committee of the Normal Seminary: Rev Dr Buchanan, Reverend Messrs Lorimer and G. Brown, Messrs Blackie, a Buchanan, Mr Buchanan and the Rev Dr Henderson.

Bursaries

The Minutes of last meeting having been read, Dr Candlish stated that the Educational Committee had authorised him to say to this meeting that it is the desire of the Committee to place the Glasgow Normal School on the same footing in regards to Bursaries and in every other respect as the Edinburgh Institution but that it was the opinion of the Educational Committee that additional provisions should be made by the Glasgow Seminary for the Instruction of those training to be teachers in the higher branches of Education such as the classics, mathematics etc and that Tutors for these branches should be added to the staff of the Institution. He farther stated that the Committee were willing to defray from their funds the additional expense that will be thus incurred.

The Meeting then deliberated as to the most advisable way in which to regulate distribution of Bursaries between the two Institutions when two methods were suggested: first that the competition among applicants should take place at Edinburgh it being left to the successful candidates to make their election in which Institution they shall attend, -- or second that the competition should take place half yearly at Edinburgh and Glasgow alternately and that the candidate shall be bound to attend the seminary where the competition occurred. The meeting are of opinion that the latter course is the more advisable and they recommend its adoption accordingly.

Regulations

Mr Gibson then submitted to the meeting the Regulations sanctioned by the Educational Committee for the Edinburgh Seminary for the opinion of the Committee of the Glasgow Seminary. These regulations having been considered were approved of generally but certain alterations were suggested for consideration which Mr Gibson agreed to embody in the Regulations and thereafter to send a proof copy of them as altered to the convener of the Glasgow Committee for farther consideration.

Glasgow, 5th October, 1846 (page 53)

At a meeting on (sic) the committee on (sic) this Normal Seminary.

Present

Convened Rev Dr Buchanan, N. Stevenson, J. Blackie, and A. Buchanan.

Proposed Regulations

The Minutes of the meeting of the seventh and seventeenth of September having been read, the convener stated that he had not yet received the proof copy of the proposed Regulations referred to in the latter minute.

Appointment of tutors

The committee appointed the following sub-committee to consider and report as to the appointment of tutors as agreed upon at (the) last meeting viz. Rev Mr Lorimer, Rev Dr Henderson, Mr Stow, Mr Stevenson, Mr A. Buchanan and the convener.

Treasurer’s accounts

The Treasury requested a sub committee to audit his accounts, with a view to his bringing up to next meeting an even statement of the present condition of the finances of the Institution. Mr Blackie and Mr A. Buchanan were appointed a committee accordingly.

Advertising of Bursaries

The Rector called the attention of the committee to the importance of having the necessary advertisements with a view to the Bursary Competition made as early as possible. The convener was requested to communicate with Mr Gibson on the subject.

Remuneration of Mr Caughie’s assistant

It was referred to the Committee as the subject of the appointment of Tutors also to consider as to the remuneration to be paid to Mr Caughie’s present assistant.

Legacy from Mr Hamilton

The Treasure reported that he had received a £500 referred to in former minutes from the Executors of the late Mr Hamilton of Port Glasgow.

The Rector gave in the list of students who will amount at this stage to 60.

Glasgow, 2nd November, 1846 (page 54)

Present: 

At a meeting of the Directors of the Normal Seminary, Rev Dr Buchanan and Messrs N. Stevenson, David Stow and John Blackie Sr.

Appointment of tutors

The Meeting having been constituted by Dr Buchanan, Dr Buchanan on behalf of the Committee appointed to look out for tutors reported that after due enquiries they recommended that Mr David Smyth should be appointed Tutor for the classical department, Mr Hudson for the Mathematical Department and Mr Horlot (?) as tutor for Modern Languages. The directors in terms of the recommendation of the committee appoint the above gentlemen to the above situations and remit to the committee to make the necessary arrangements as to remuneration and the hours of tuition. Dr Buchanan, the convener, was farther instructed to intimate the above appointments to Mr Gibson and to request him to meet the necessary advertisement with a view to competition for the Bursaries.

Auditing of Treasurer’s account

The Treasurer laid his Cash Book before the meeting which had been examined and doqueted by Messrs A. Buchanan and John Blackie from which it appears as at the date of the balance there was due to the Treasure £27.10.11. The Directors approve of the Treasurer’s intromissions up to the date of the said doquet.

Appointment of Maryanne Caughie, David Caughie’s daughter

The meeting appoint Miss Caughie as an assistant to her father at a salary of £15 per annum commencing from first August last.

Increase in salaries

The committee agreed to take into consideration at the next meeting of the propriety of adding five pounds to Miss Blythe’s salary.

The following letter was then laid before the meeting from Mr Thomson, teacher of music. 

“To the Committee of the Free church Normal Seminary

Gentlemen, having been informed by Mr Buchanan of your decision in reference to my letter of last month I dared to submit to your consideration this other proposal which perhaps may more readily meet your approval fears based on £20 additional being added to my salary, I shall resume teaching the children as formerly, provide a pianoforte at my own expense but giving instructions to those attending these Seminary who may wish and those of the Female students, charging the same as I stated in my last, this one half the usual charge £1.1.

I am Gentlemen your most obedient servant (signed) a D. Thomson, Glasgow, November 2, 1846.

The Directors except of Mr Thomson’s offer and agree to pay him the additional £20 per annum on condition of his teaching the five classes of the Institution.

Mr Hislop reported the number of students at 58.

Glasgow, 7th December, 1846 (page 57)

At a meeting of the Committee of the Normal Seminary. 

Present 

Rev Drs Henderson and Buchanan, Rev Messrs Lorimer and King, Mrs A. Buchanan and J. Blackie. Dr Buchanan in the chair.

The committee was constituted by the Rev Dr Henderson.

Salaries

The Minutes of last meeting were read. The committee took up the consideration of Miss Blyth’s salary word. It was agreed to add to its five pounds per annum.

Student fee exception

In the case of Mr de Mallon, a native of Madeira, a Bursar on (sic) the funds of the Free Church Continental Committee, it was resolved that no fee should be extracted for his admission to the benefits of this Seminary.

Student numbers

The Rector handed in the lists of students and mounting at this stage to 53.

Building Committee accounts

The Building Committee produced a letter from Mr Christie at the Builder, as to the statement of his accounts which was remitted back to them to deal with according to their discretion.

Library books

Dr Buchanan on the part of a committee on our library gave in a list of books necessary for the students. The list was approved of on the understanding that the cost will not exceed £40 and it was remitted to see Rector in conjunction with Mr Blackie to obtain them accordingly.

Clock

On the subject of the clock for the Institution, Mr Buchanan reported that the delay in its direction was due to Mr Bain’s absence from home. The Secretary was instructed to write Mr Bain on the part of the committee to urge his immediate attention to this business.

The committee resolved to take up at its next meeting the consideration of a legitimate inspection of the Seminary, and also where the additional classes should not be established in the vacant rooms of the front Building.

Glasgow, 4th January 1847 (page 59)

Present 

Within the Normal Seminary at three o’clock afternoon

At a meeting of the Committee. Messrs Blackie, Allan Buchanan

The meeting was constituted by (sic - no entry)

Clock

The minutes of the last meeting having been read the Secretary reported that has directed he had written Mr Bain complaining of the delay in furnishing the talk and that he had a letter in answer apologising for the delay and intimating that the clock would forthwith be completed.

Student numbers

The Rector handed in the list of students and mounting at this stage to 53.

The meeting appoints Dr Buchanan and Mr Lorimer as a committee to prepare or procure prepared examination papers with reference to the competition for Bursaries in this Institution and to take the necessary steps forgetting them circulated full stop

Glasgow, 1st February, 1847 (page 60)

At the Normal Seminary. The committee met. 

Present

Rev Messer’s King band D. Brown, Messer’s Blackie, Kidston, A. Buchanan, Mr Wilson, N. Stevenson with the Rev Dr Buchanan, Convenor. The meeting was constituted by Mr King.

Statement of funds and fund-raising

The Committee took into consideration the state of the funds. In reference to the £2000 at present borrowed from the Royal Bank, and for which the bill is due in May next, it was resolved to make an immediate effort to raise £1000, if possible by means of large subscriptions and to endeavour afterwards to raise the remaining thousand in detail among the different congregations.

Student numbers

The Rector handed in the list of attendance of scholars and students at this date. The former amounting to 744, the latter to 63.

Candidates presenting for bursaries

The Rector farther reported in regard to the examination of candidates for the Bursaries of the Institution, that only three presented themselves. He also laid upon the table a printed copy of the papers on which the candidates were examined. The candidates viz. Mr Mavor, Mr Bisset and Mr MacGregor were entitled each of them to a Bursary of the Class No. 1. The convener was requested to convey to Mr Cumming and Mr Wilson of the Glasgow Academy the cordial thanks of this committee for their kind and invaluable assistance in preparing the examination papers.

Glasgow, 5th April, 1847 (page 61)
Present

Dr Buchanan, Messrs John Blackie, Nathaniel Stevenson, Allan Buchanan and David Stow

The meeting was constituted by Dr Buchanan. Dr Buchanan in the chair.

Subscriptions raised

Mr Stevenson reported that subscriptions had been obtained towards raising the £1000 referred to in a minute of first February last to the extent of £650 and that there was a prospect of one of these subscribers increasing his subscription to the extent of an additional £50. Mr Stevenson however explained that the above sum had been subscribed for on the express condition that additional subscriptions be obtained so as to raise the amount to £1000 and that unless such additional subscriptions shall be so changed the parties who have already subscribed shall be under no obligation to pay their subscriptions. Mr Blackie, Mr Stevenson, Dr Buchanan and Dr Forbes were appointed a sub-committee to procure additional subscriptions and it was suggested that a formal application should be made by the subcommittee to see Trustees of the late Mr Hamilton of Port Glasgow in the hope that they may be induced to make a farther contribution to the funds of the Institution.

David Stow appointed Honorary Secretary

The Directors taking into consideration the valuable and long continued services of David Stow Esq. on behalf of the Institution resolved to record the deep sense they entertain of these services and respectfully to tender to him the thanks of the Directors and to request that he will continue to give the same superintendence or with the Students and the affairs of the Institution generally as heretofore. The Directors farther requested Mr Stow to accept the Office of Honorary Secretary and that he should in that character subscribed the diplomas in favour of the students. Mr Stow being present, Dr Buchanan tendered the thanks of the Directors to him accordingly and Mr Stow agreed to accept of the Office of Honorary Secretary.

Number of students in attendance

The Rector produced a list of the Students attending at the Institution at this state amounting to 66.

Appointment of replacements for Mr Sugden and Mr Fraser 

The Rector considering that they are likely to lose the services of Mr Sugden and that there is also a chance of Mr Frazer leaving the Institution. Dr Buchanan and Mr Stow were appointed a committee to look out with the assistance of the Rector for teachers to supply vacancies and to report to a future meeting. The same committee were also requested to report as to whether the department of Mr Fraser require the appointment of an assistant teacher.

The committee authorised Mr Stow to advertise for students, and especially Free Church students and authorised him to draw on the Treasurer to the extent of five pound for that purpose.

Advertisement for Bursary

At the request of the Rector the Committee authorised him to asked Mr Gibson to make the requisites advertisement with a view to the continuing Bursary competition immediately.

(Printing) Plate for students’ diploma

Mr Blackie and Mr Allan Buchanan were appointed a subcommittee to procure a proper plate for the students’ diploma.

Glasgow, 6th May, 1847 (page 64)

At a meeting of the Directors of the Free Church Normal Seminary.

Present: 

Rev Dr Buchanan, Rev Mr Lorimer and Messer’s Richard Kidston William Wilson, Nathaniel Stephenson, John Blackie Senior and David Stow.

Dr Buchanan in the chair.

Accounts

Mr Stevenson and third Treasurer laid before the meeting statement of the Building forms of the Institution showing the amount of debt as at this stage is requiring to be provided for of which statements at the following is a copy.

Abstract of Treasurers account to 5th May 1847

Free Church Normal School, Glasgow

	To Grant from Education Fund of the Free Church, Edinburgh
	£2000

	To Robert son’s Trustees, Glasgow and
	£1500

	To Hamilton’s Trustees Port Glasgow
	£500

	To subscriptions and it Donations from Sundries
	£264.4.


	Carried forward
	
	£664.04

	 To Borrowed from the Royal Bank by Bill to 18th May
	£2000
	

	To Balance to Treasurer
	£483 16.11
	£2483.16.11

	
	
	£9132.11.5

	By cost of Site
	£2742.1.6
	

	By cost of Buildings except tradesmen’s accounts paid to this date
	£63.90.11
	£9132.11.5


Statement of Debt

Bill due Royal Bank on 18th of May 
£2000 

Balance due Treasurer at this date 
483.16.11

Amount of accounts aren’t paid to Tradesmen  
229.7.10
The meeting having considered the above statement, they agreed to request the gentleman who are obligants in the Bill for £2000 to the Royal Bank to renew the same upon the understanding that the funds and property of the Institution shall be liable in relief to them of their obligation.

The meeting farther agreed to apply to one or other of the Banks for credits of £700 to enable the Treasure is to meet present demands and they appointed the Treasurer and Messrs John Blackie Senior and William Wilson as a Committee to make the necessary arrangements with the Bank, it being understood that the Funds and the property of the Institution are to be liable for the amount.

The meeting resolved that the annual examination of the Institution shall take place upon the 9th and 10th current and requested the Convener to give information thereof to the Presbytery and to request their co-operation.

Glasgow, 13th May, 1847 (page 66)

Present: 

At a Meeting of the Directors of the Free Church Normal Seminary

Richard Kidston, Nathaniel Stevenson, William Wilson, Alexander Wingate, John Blackie Senior and Robert Thomson

Treasurer’s report on bank loan

Mr William Wilson reported that he along with Messrs Blackie and Stephenson had waited upon the Cashier of the Royal Bank with reference to the Bill for £2000 which falls due upon the 18th current, and that he had agreed to renew the same for six months. He farther reported that they had waited upon the Manager of the Bank of Scotland in the subject of the Cash Credit referred to in the Minute of last meeting, and that he had agreed to give a Credit to the extent of £500 upon Condition that he Mr Wilson and Messrs Stevenson and Blackie subscribe a Bill for the Amount at one days state which they were willing to do. Mr Wilson farther explained that it had been judged expedient under present circumstances to limit the sum for which the Credit was asked to £500 instead of £700 as proposed at last meeting. The meeting having heard Mr Wilson’s Statement approve of the proceedings above stated and agreed that the funds and property of the Institution shall be liable in relief to him and Messrs Stevenson and Blackie and farther authorised Mr Stevenson as Treasurer to operate from time to time upon the Cash Credit as he may find necessary.

Glasgow, 29th June, 1847 (page 68)

At a Meeting of the Directors of the Normal Seminary.

Present 

Rev Mr King and Messrs John Blackie Senior, William Buchanan, Nathaniel Stevenson, James Cumming, and R. Thomson.

Mr King in the chair.

Repayment of £1,500 to Mr Robertson’s estate

The meeting having been constituted by Mr King, as Agent for Mr Robertson’s Trustees, insisting that the Directors should forthwith complete the arrangement with these Trustees in regard to the appropriation of the sum of £1500 at present borrowed by the Directors as recommended by Mr Dunlop. The Directors having deliberated on the subject, and looking to the great practical difficulties in the way of following out Mr Dunlop’s advice they are of opinion that it is not expedient for the present at least to attempt doing so, and that they should rather repay the sum as demanded by Robertson’s Trustees and they instruct the third Secretary to intimate their resolution to Mr McGeorge in order that he may take the Trustees instructions.

Glasgow, 18th August, 1847 (page 69)

At a meeting of the Committee of the Normal Seminary

Present 

Reverend Messrs Miller, King and D. Brown and Messrs Allan Buchanan, David Stow, James Cumming, Robert Thomson. Present also Mr Gibson, Superintendent and Secretary for the Educational Scheme of the Free Church of Scotland.

Application for Government Grant

The meeting proceeded to consider the expediency of applying to Government for a grant in aid of the Institution when it was unanimously agreed that such an application should be made; and Mr Gibson was respectfully requested to prepare the necessary memorial, and after the same was approved by the Committee to transmit it to the proper quarter. To enable him to do so the Treasurer is instructed to furnish him with information on the following points viz.

First: the cost of the building including the price of the ground and whole equipments of the Institution.

Second: the amount of debt remaining unpaid connected with the building.

The third: the amount of annual revenue including the sum received from the Educational Committee of the Free Church, specifying how much of said revenue is derived from children’s fees, and how much from students fees and other sources.

Fourth: the amount of annual expenditure on account of teachers or otherwise.

Record of meeting with Mr Robertson’s Trustees

Mr Thomson laid before the Meeting an extract from a Minute of Meeting of Mr Robertson’s Trustees held on the ninth current of which the following is a copy.

Glasgow, 9th August, 1847 (page 70)

Within Mr MacGeorge’s Chambers convened: the Rev Dr Buchanan: Messrs William Brown, James Playfair

Present

Dr Buchanan was named Preses and authorised to sign this minute.

Mr McGeorge introduced the Report (this was a report explaining the reason for calling the Meeting. A. M.) above engrossed which was read to the meeting.

Dr Buchanan then observed that he (was) concerned that the minutes of the Directors of the Normal Seminary now produced and engrossed in the Report does not stay quite correctly the views of the Directors on the subject which he understood to be this: there are reasons which at present prevents the Directors from deciding finally regarding the sum in question, and as, in the course of a few months, they will be in a condition to come to a decision Dr Buchanan apprehended it to be their wish that matters should be allowed to remain in the meantime on the footing of a loan to the Normal School Institution, for which an acknowledgement has been already granted by their Treasurer.

The Meeting were of opinion that if a proposal to this effect were made by the Directors of the Normal Seminary, the Trustees might correctly allow the money to remain on loan for six months or even a longer specific period, on the understanding that as soon as the cause of their present uncertainty should cease, the Directors would intimate their final resolution on the subject, with reference to Mr Dunlop’s opinion. And Mr MacGeorge was instructed to write to Mr Thomson to this effect.

Extracted from the Said and Book of the late Mr Basil Robertson’s Trustee

(signed) And MacGeorge (sic).

The Committee having reconsidered the Minute of their Meeting held on the 29th June last agreed so far to modify the terms thereof as to adopt Dr Buchanan’s explanations as embodied in the above Minutes of Mr Robertson’s Trustees and the same one hereby adopted accordingly.

Glasgow, 6th September, 1847 (page 72)

Free Church Normal School: The Committee met here this day.

Present: Dr Smyth, Mr Lormier, Dr Henderson, Messrs Stevenson, Stow and Allan Buchanan.

The Minutes of last Meeting were read and approved.

Statement of accounts to accompany the application for a Government Grant

Mr Stevenson reported that in conformity with the Instructions of the Committee he had made out a full Statement of the original and current expenses of the Institution, and of the Sources (?) and the amount of its annual Income, and forwarded the same to Mr Gibson, to be by him submitted to the Government, a Copy of this Statement was laid before the Committee and Mr Stephenson was requested to make out a farther Statement, and when ready to forward it to Mr Gibson with the same view, of the probable additional sum which would be required to purchase Ground and to build thereon an additional School Room with play-ground, and otherwise in large and complete the accommodation still as more fully to answer the important objects of the Institution.

Extension of the period of attendance 

Mr Stow gave notice that at the next meeting of the Committee he intended to move the Expediency of extending the period of attendance at the Institution by the Students from 6-12 months.

Student numbers and attendance

The Rector reported the attendance at the Seminary for the present quarter to be as follows:

Infants School: 2-4

Junior (First Division): 200

Junior (Second Division) 130

Senior: 172

Industrial: 80

Students: 66

Total: 872

Results of the Bursary examination

Mr Hislop was requested to furnish the Committee with a Report of the Results of the Bursary Examination.

Purchase of models for the Drawing Class

The Committee placed Five Pounds at the Disposal of the Rector, to produce models for the use of the class in Drawing.

Glasgow, 4th October, 1847 (page 74)

At a Meeting of the Directors of the Free Normal Seminary

Present: 

Rev Mr Lorimer, Messrs Stevenson, Allan Buchanan, and Stow.

The Meeting having been constituted by Mr Lorimer, the Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.

Renewal of loan

The Meeting resolved to apply for a renewal of the Bill which falls due in November approx, should Grants not be previously obtained from Government.

Application for Government Grant

Mr Stevenson reported that the instructions contained in the Minutes of last Meeting as to the information to be given by him to Mr Gibson of Edinburgh had been duly complied with.

Proposed extension of the Juvenile Department

The Meeting having deliberated upon the proposed extension of the Juvenile Department, and the requisite additional accommodation for the same they appointed the following Gentlemen as a Committee to enquire and reports as to the propriety of the proposed extension and the expense thereof, viz. Rev Dr Buchanan, Mr Stevenson, Mr Allan Buchanan, Mr Stow.

Appointment of Mr Husband as assistant teacher

The Meeting approved of the appointment of Mr Husband as an Assistant Teacher for one year at £80 per annum. 

Extension of length of training to one year

They further resolved that the minimum period for training students shall be one year.

Report of the Bursary examination

Mr Hislop produced the report of the Bursary Examination which was ordered to be engrossed in the Minutes Book.

To the Convenor of the Glasgow Education Committee of the Free Church

Rev Dear Sir

The competition for Bursaries offered by the Free Church to students attending the Glasgow Normal Seminary commenced, according to appointment, on Wednesday the 18th August and continued during the three following days. Only 10 young men came forward.

After the Answers to each paper had undergone the scrutiny of the Examiner appointed for the several Branches the merits of the Competitors were found to be as stated on the two following pages. To the sums of the Gentlemen marked thus (+) should be added, say, 100, as the value of their knowledge of Gaelic.

A copy of the following statements was forwarded to John Gibson Esq., superintendent of schools, who, in a few days thereafter, communicated the intelligence, that all the competitors had been declared entitled to the Bursaries for which they competed.

I am

Rev dear Sir,

Yours most respectfully, (signed) Robert Hislop, Rector

Glasgow, 7th September, 1847

Free Church Normal Seminary 

Values of Bursary Papers: 

	
	First 
	Second 
	Third 

	
	T. McNaughton
	D. Stuart
	H. McDiarmid
	J Ferguson
	D. Campbell
	G. McDiamid
	A. Renwick
	A. Fletcher
	J. Mavor
	J. Long

	Bible and catechism
	 143
	184
	118
	231
	100
	141
	216
	184
	360
	279

	Grammar
	72
	57
	131
	147
	61
	91
	129
	79
	148
	100

	Geography
	115
	91
	110
	150
	103
	96
	163
	105
	155
	135

	History
	102
	89
	87
	151
	59
	94
	152
	31 
	 118
	164

	 Latin
	133
	
	143
	
	102
	
	175
	115
	86
	174

	Greek
	
	
	
	
	68
	100
	171
	75
	93
	153

	Algebra
	
	
	
	
	32
	
	
	76
	144
	128

	Geometry
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	125
	100
	170

	Totals
	720
	563
	703
	831
	525
	522
	1006
	868
	1266
	1458


Glasgow, 4th January, 1848 (page 78)

Free Normal Seminary. The Committee met.

Present: 

Rev Dr Buchanan, Rev Mr Lorimer, Messrs Blackie and A. Buchanan.

Application for Government Grant of £5,000

The Committee being constituted by Rev Dr Buchanan, convener, and minutes read Dr B. Reported that agreeable to the instruction of the Committee he had transmitted the memorial with the answer to the queries of the Committee of Privy Council.

That since he had received several communications from Mr Shuttleworth, the Secretary of the Committee of Privy Council on Education intimating that the Memorial of this Committee had been very favourably received, but asking further information, and pointing out the condition that must be embodied in the Trust Deed in order to secure a Government grant. Mr Shuttleworth farther intimated that on these conditions being fulfilled, their Lordships were prepared to make a grant of £5000. 

Dr Buchanan farther stated that he had requested Mr Thomson to prepare a draft Trust Deed to be transmitted after being approved by this committee to the Committee of Privy Council, but that he had in the meanwhile written to inform Mr Shuttleworth that it would be impossible for this Committee to undertake the obligation of the proposed Trust Feed unless they should receive the full grant they had sought viz. £4500. The Committee approved of what had been done.

Number of students in attendance

Male Students: 41

Female Students: 32

Total: 73

Attendance of children as formerly. (Signed). R. B.

Glasgow, 6th March, 1848 (page 79)

Free Normal Seminary The Committee met. 

Present: 

Messrs. Blackie, Stevenson, Stow, Buchanan.

Mr Stevenson in the chair.

Application for Government Grant

The meeting recommended that no time be lost in securing grant from Government on such conditions as they are authorised to give it.

If the third of £10,000 be given it will suffice, provided the £1,500 be allowed to be considered the property at the disposal of the Institution. Any further explanation to be reported if it was not included in the £10,000 so as to entitle the institution to an additional sum such as the cost of the clock, the painting of the Seminary and water closets.

Student numbers and attendance

Students: 80

Children: 789

(signed) N. Stevenson

Glasgow, 3rd April, 1848 (page 80)

Free Normal Seminary The Committee met.

Present 

Rev Dr Buchanan, Messrs Blackie, Stow, Stevenson and Mr Shuttleworth.

Meeting with Kay-Shuttleworth

The Rev Dr Buchanan in the chair opened the meeting with prayer. Dr Buchanan reported that he had had an interview 10 days ago with Mr Kay-Shuttleworth on the subject of the Government grant to this Institution. Mr Shuttleworth intimated that there was no hope of a larger grant than £3000. In these circumstances Dr Buchanan had laid before Mr Shuttleworth the proposal to retain the Robertson Fund amounting to £1500 and explained the terms on which that fund was offered to the Committee.

To enable the Privy Council Committee to judge how far these terms were compatible with the Government grant Dr Buchanan had also placed in the hands of Mr Kay- Shuttleworth the memorial with Counsel’s opinion annexed which the Normal School Committee had obtained for their own guidance. Mr Kay-Shuttleworth stated that so far as he could judge there would be no difficulty in the case, but he would immediately submit the Memorial to their own Council.

The Committee approved of what had been done and requested the Convener to prosecute the negotiation as rapidly as possible.

The Committee are of opinion that application should still be made to have the grant raised to at least £3400 being one third of the sum expended.

Additional water-closet

On the representation of the Rector the Committee ordered an additional water closet to be created in the northern end of playground the plan to be submitted to Messrs Stevenson, A. Buchanan, Mr Stow and the Rector, and the cost not to exceed £20.

Students at this stage 75.

(signed) Rev Buchanan

Glasgow, 1st May, 1848 (page 82)

Free Normal Seminary, The Committee met. 

Present

Rev Dr Buchanan, the convener, Messrs Stow and Blackie.

The Committee meeting was opened with prayer by the Convener. Minutes of last meeting were read.

Robertson front

The Convener reported that the Committee of Council of Education had intimated their consent to this committee retaining the Robertson Front and that steps were now in progress to have the matter finally adjusted.

Water-closets

With regard to the water-closets ordered as last meeting, the Committee directed that the boxers should be lined with lead or pine (?) as the architect may judge most suitable.

The Rector handed in a statement showing that the number of children at present at the Seminary is 832 and the students 84.

A letter was handed in by Mr Stark, one of the Teachers of the Seminary, on the subject of an increase of salary which was allowed to be on the table, to be taken up at the next meeting.

(Signed) Rev Buchanan, Chairman

Glasgow, 5th June, 1848 (page 83)

Free Normal Seminary The Committee met. 

Present 

Drs Smyth and Buchanan, Messrs a Buchanan, Stevenson, Blackie and Stow.

The Committee was constituted by the Convener.

Date for annual examination

The Committee agreed to apply to the Presbytery to appoint the annual examination and to suggest Tuesday, 13th and Wednesday the 14th inst.

Preparation of papers for the Bursary examination

In the prospect of the Bursary Examination which comes in August the committee authorise Mr Reid to prepare the Mathematical examination papers – Mr Smyth the Classical – both in conjunction with the Rector, and the other papers to be prepared by the Rector.

The Committee authorise the circulation of the paper entitled videmus (?) offered for competition for Bursaries among the Presbyteries of the west and south of Scotland.

Vacation dates

The Committee appoint the vacation to begin on Thursday, 29 June and the Seminary to be reopened on Tuesday, 1 August.

Vacancy in the School of Industry

It was intimated that there is a vacancy in the assistantship of the School of Industry. Though Rector and Mr Stow were empowered to look out for suitable person to fill it.

Provision for instruction in Drawing

The Committee appointed Messrs Blackie, King, Stevenson and Dr Buchanan, the Rector and Mr Stow Convener to consider and reports as to what further provision may be necessary for giving instruction in Drawing in the Seminary

Increase in Mr Stark's salary

The Committee resumed consideration of Mr Stark’s letter agreed to add £10 to last year’s salary and to continue him from this date at £80 a year with the understanding that a further addition may be made at the end of the current year if the committee see cause.

Internal decoration during the vacation

The committee appointed Mr A. Buchanan, Mr Stow and Mr Blackie, Mr Buchanan Convener to consider and reports as to painting the rooms of the Seminary during the vacation to take estimates etc.

(Signed) Rev Buchanan.

Glasgow, 7th August, 1848 (page 85)

Present

Free Normal Seminary. The Committee met. Present: Dr Buchanan, Messrs A. Buchanan and D. Stow. The Committee was constituted by the Convenor.

Preparation of Bursary papers

The Rector reported that the Bursary papers had been prepared and will be in readiness for the competition tomorrow. He stated that applications have been lodged for bursaries by 12 individuals, and also that he had circulated copies of “the videmus of the competition” among 20 Presbyteries, through the Presbytery clerks.

Opening and enrolment of Seminary

The seminary was reopened according to appointment on 1 August and there at this time 717 scholars enrolled.

Appointment of Miss Parker as Assistant Mistress

The Rector reported that the Committee were prepared to a recommend as Assistant Mistress in the School of Industry Miss Parker, presently Teacher of the School of Industry at Bridge of Weir. The Committee approved of the recommendation and appointed Miss Parker accordingly at a salary of £35 per year.

No report from the Committee on Drawing. 

Painting of the Institution

Mr Buchanan reported that the Committee had fulfilled their instructions as to the painting of the Institution. It had been done by estimate and the account will be produced at the next meeting.

Number of students

The students attending the seminary previous to the vacation were 89.

 (Signed) Rev Buchanan

Glasgow, 4th September, 1848 (page 86)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met and was constituted. Present: Messrs N. Stevenson, A Buchanan, Brown, and the Rev Dr Buchanan.

Grant from the Committee of Council

Mr Stevenson with Treasurer reported that he had received payments of the grant of £3000 made to the building fund of the Seminary by the Committee of Council on Education – that he had in consequence retired the Bill of £2000 which had been borrowed on the responsibility of members of the Committee – discharging the Cash Account in the Bank of Scotland and paid every outstanding claim against the Building Fund of the Institution which is now therefore entirely free of debts.

Mr Stevenson requested that is a Committee might be appointed finally to audit and close the Building account. Mr A. Buchanan and Mr Blackie way named for this purpose and to report on the prospective expenditure of the Institution.

Salary for Mr David Smyth, Classical Tutor

The Convener laid upon the table at letter from Mr Gray of the Assembly's Education Committee agreeing to raise Mr David Smyth the Classical tutor, the Seminary's allowance to £3.3 per hour per month, agreeably to an application to that effect from the Rector – in the events of the Committee of the Seminary approving of it. The Committee approved accordingly.

Application for annual grant

The Convener further intimated that the Assembly's Education Committee had made an application for an annual grant from Government to the Edinburgh Free Church Normal Seminary in aid of current expenses; -- a copy of their application was to be provided. They recommend this Committee to make a similar application for the Glasgow Seminary. Dr Cameron, Mr Lorimer, Mr Stow, Mr Thomson, Mr Buchanan, Mr Blackie and the Rector were appointed at committee to consider and report on this matter And as to any further equipment of the Seminary which it may be proper to make in the event of such an application to Government.

(signed) Roberts Buchanan

Pages 87-90 are omitted from the minutes

Glasgow, 2nd, October 1848 (page 92) 
Free Church Normal Seminary. The Committee met.

Present

Dr Buchanan, Mr Stow and Mr Buchanan.

It was proposed to raise the salary of the Rector to £300 per annum - the salary of the Rector of the Edinburgh Free Church Normal Seminary. Agreement to the standing orders the proposal allowed to be on the table until the next meeting.

Recommendation to appoint a Drawing Master

The Committee on Drawing reported in favour of having Master for the Department three hours per week and that an estimate should be got for the necessary appointment. In the meantime, Mr Hislop is instructed to expend £20 for the apparatus and to engage the Drawing Master.

Robert Buchanan

Glasgow, 13th November, 1848 (page 93)
Free Church Normal Seminary, 
Present

The Committee met. Present: Rev Dr Miller in the chair, N. Stevenson and David Stow.

The Rev Dr Miller opened the meeting with prayer.

It was agreed that the salary of the Rector should be raised to £300 per annum.

It was proposed that Mr Frazer should be temporarily engaged as Tutor of these students during the last three months of their training: the remuneration for an each day to be £3.3. per month. The matter was referred to a committee consisting of the following gentleman viz.  Dr Buchanan, Dr Miller, N. Stevenson, D. Stow and the Rector. Dr Buchanan Convener.

The above Committee was also authorised to arrange any exchange that may appear necessary in D. Juvenile department at present under Mr Husband.

The Rector reported that the Drawing class had been commenced by Mr McManus.

Samuel Miller

Glasgow, 7th December, 1848 (page 94) 
Free Church Normal Seminary,

Present

The Committee met – Present the Rev. Drs. Buchanan & Miller, Messrs. G. Stevenson, D. Stow and Allan Buchanan.

The Meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. Buchanan.

Appointment of Mr Fraser and Mr Hutchison

The Sub committee reported that Mr. Fraser be engaged as proposed at the last meeting and the Rector was requested to arrange with Mr. Fraser as to hours etc.

It was also agreed that Mr. Hutchison be engaged for the Juvenile Dept., and that the transference of Mr. Husband be left in the hands of Mr. Stow.

Signed Rev. Buchanan

Glasgow, 5th March, 1849 (page 94)

Free Church Normal Seminary,

Present

The Committee met – Present Rev. Dr. Miller and Messrs. Allan Buchanan and G. Stevenson.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. Miller.

Appointment of Mr Fraser and Mr Hutchison

Mr. Hislop reported that Mr. Fraser’s arrangements elsewhere prevented his accepting the proposal to join the Institution and that Mr. Hutcheson had been transferred to Mr. Husband’s place who had accepted another situation. 

Student and pupil numbers

Mr. Hislop further reported that there were 41 Male and 41 female students adding the Seminary. 

Appointment of Charles Long as janitor

By the recommendation of the Sub Committee for appointing a successor to the late John Jaffrey, Charles Long was unanimously elected to be Janitor of the Institution and he accordingly entered on the duties of the office on the 20th. Feb.

Messrs. Allan Buchanan & I. Blackie were appointed to examine the Treasurer’s Accounts and prepare a report for the year ending March 1849 to be transmitted to Edinburgh. 

Signed James Miller

Glasgow, 9th April, 1849 (page 95)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – Present Messrs. D. Stow, A. Buchanan and R. Stevenson. Mr. Buchanan in the chair.

Treasurer’s accounts

Messrs. Blackie & Buchanan reported that they had examined the Treasurer’s Accounts with the vouchers produced and found them correct, the balance in the Treasurer’s hand by the 23rd. March being fifty-eight pounds, seven shillings and ten pence.

It was agreed that Mr. Starkie is paid at the rate of £100 per annum from 1st. February.

Mr. Stow proposed that Mr. Sugden’s salary should be £120 per annum.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 7th May, 1849, (page 96)

Free Church Normal Seminary


Present

The Committee met – Present the Rev. Dr. Henderson, Messrs. John Blackie, Hugh Brown, Nathaniel Stevenson. Mr. Blackie occupied the Chair and the meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Henderson.

Financial statement

Mr. Stevenson reported that he had sent out in a statement of the financial affairs of the Institution to Edinburgh, as requested by the Mr. Gray, from which it appeared that the Building being finished cost £10239.12.3 and that the expenditure in the management of the Institution for the year ending March 31st. was £1555.3.1, while the income for the same period was 1493.10.11. He also read a letter from Mr. Gray to the effect that the Committee expected to obtain a grant from Government to assist the fund. 

Mr Sugden’s salary

It was agreed that the proposal of Mr. Stow made last month with reference to Mr. Sugden’s salary be allowed to be over until the Education Scheme be more matured.

Student and pupil numbers

Mr. Hislop reported the attendance to be 751 children and 99 students.

Resignation of Mr McManus and appointment of Mr Hutchison

The Rector having intimated the resignation of Mr. McManus as Drawing Master was authorised to engage Mr. Hutchison of the High School in his stead and on the same terms. 

Signed Rev. Buchanan

1849: June, July, August & September Meetings adjourned

No Quorum

Glasgow, 1st October, 1849 (page 97)

Free Church Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – Present the Rev. Dr. Miller – Messrs. L. Stevenson, A. Buchanan and D. Stow.

Resignation of Mr James Reid and appointment of Mr Peter McKay

Mr. James Reid Mathematical Tutor having sent in his resignation in June last, the Committee proceeded to examine the testimonials of Mr. Peter McKay and unanimously appointed him as Mr. Reid’s successor.

Appointment of Mr McIvor

The Committee also appointed Mr. McIvor such as assistant to Mr. Hutcheson in the Juvenile School in room of Mr. Cox with a salary of £50 and expressed a hope that they may be able at some future time to increase emolument.

Mr Sugden's attendance at the University

Mr. Sugden in anticipation of his removal to the Wesleyan Normal Seminary in London in the course of next year having requested leave to attend the University during the ensuing session it was agreed that Mr. Wylie, Master of the F. Ch. School Stranraer be requested to assist in the Senior School and receive for the first half year £40, three fourths of this sum to be paid by Mr. Sugden and one fourth by the Committee upon the understanding that Mr. Wylie shall succeed to the Mastership of the Senior Department.

Sum due for certificated students

The treasurer stated that he had applied for the sum of £115 due by Government for the certificated students but had been requested the Edinburgh friends to delay until the result of a correspondence between the Education Committee & Government regarding an increased date for each student should be ascertained.

It was agreed to grant the use of the Juvenile Schoolroom to the Congregation of F. St. Stephens on the occasion of the approaching communion.

Number of students and children

The Rector reported the number of Students for last month to be 87; and of children for current Quarter 811.

Signed James Miller.

Glasgow, 5th November, 1849 (page 99)

Free Church Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Messrs. John Blackie and G. Stevenson, D. Stow, A. Buchanan and Alex Wingate.

Resignation of Mr Sugden

The Rector reported to the Committee that Mr. Sugden had found it necessary to retire from the Senior School and the Committee in accordance with the resolution of last meeting appointed Mr. Wyle as his successor at a salary of £100 to run from November 1st.

Government grant for certificated students

The Treasurer reported that the correspondence between the Edinburgh Committee and the Government regarding certificated students had not yet been closed and that consequently no money had been received by him. 

Mr Chamberlain’s salary

An application from Mr. Chamberlain for an increase of salary was laid on the table to which the Committee regretted they could not accede. 

A letter was read from Dr. Reid enclosing a draft of the proposed Diploma for the Normal students which the Committee approved.

Student examination period

Mr. Hislop submitted a correspondence between himself and Mr. Gibson as to the periodical examination of the students by the Government Inspector, from which it appeared that at this moment there is no period for such examination fixed (sic) and that material injury in consequence is resulting both to the Seminary and the students. The Committee requested the Convenor to bring this matter under the notice of the Committee of Council with a view to get the evil remedied.

Number of students and pupils

The Rector reported: 
Students     91


Children   786

Finance Committee set up

The Treasurer called the attention of the Committee to the state of the finances of the Institution and Messrs. Blackie, Wingate and A. Buchanan were appointed a sub committee to inquire into the subject and bring up a digest of affairs with anxious questions that that they may judge proper.

Signed Rev. Buchanan

Glasgow, January 7th, 1850 (page 101)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Miller, John Blackie and Allan Buchanan.

Owing to the absence of Dr. Buchanan from illness no report was brought up with regards to the periodical examination of the Students by the Government Inspector.

The Report of the sub committee on Finance was also postponed.

The Rector suggested the propriety of entering into some arrangement for the instruction of the pupil teachers. The subject was allowed to lie over until next meeting.

Signed James Miller

Glasgow, 4th March, 1850 (page 102)

The Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Miller and Lorimer, Messrs. Blackie, Stow, Buchanan and Stevenson. 

Inspection of students arranged

By a letter received by Dr. Buchanan from the Committee of Council of Education the beginning of June is fixed for the examination of the Students by the Government Inspector.

A letter from Mr. Gray of the Education Office Edinburgh was read stating that Government had consented to raise the Grant, for the Students that had passed examination from £115 to £153.6.8. to be drawn soon if not likely to be further advanced in consequence of negotiations still pending.

Date of summer examinations fixed

The Committee agree to request through the Chairman that the Presbytery fix the 27th. & 28th. of this month for the examination of the several Departments of the Institution. 

Planning for opening of the Westminster College

Mr. Stow requested that a small Committee be appointed to consider the following points affecting the Institution and to report to the next monthly meeting of Directors in April.

1st.
The effect upon our Seminary of the establishment of the Wesleyan Normal College at Westminster.

2nd.
The effect of the Free Church Education Scheme upon the quality and number of our Free Church Students.


Do. Upon the Salaries now obtained for school Trainers generally.

3rd.
Effect of the minutes of the Committee of Council in regard to Government Certificates.

4th.
Effect of adding the direct teaching of Mathematics and the Classics upon our Students during the limited course of twelve months training.


The following Committee was accordingly appointed.  


Dr. Buchanan


Mr. Stow


Dr. Miller


Mr. A. Buchanan


Dr. Lorimer


Mr. Hislop


Mr. Blackie.


Mr. Stow, Convener.

Agreed to the request of the Session of Free St. Stephens to grant them the use of the Juvenile School Room during the next communion season and two or three succeeding Sabbaths.

Signed Samuel Miller

Glasgow, 6th May, 1850 (page 104)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan and Smith and Mr. Allan Buchanan. 

Introduction of Pupil-Teachers

The Committee resumed the consideration of the introduction of the Pupil Teachers bought forward in minute of January 7th.

It was proposed that Mr. Wylie be entrusted with the responsibility of conducting their studies and that the sum derivable on this account from Government be applied to the payment of an assistant to Mr. Wylie and that the salary of Mr. Wylie be readjusted so that an additional expenses should fall upon the Institution an amendment of the money arrangement to be submitted at next meeting.

The Rector intimated that Mr. Wylie was prepared to enter cordially into the arrangement.

Certificates awarded by the Committee of Council

A communication from the Committee of Council was read containing the names of the Students who successfully competed at the Government examination in September last, namely Andrew Blair III class 1 Division, J. H. Gavin, P. Munro & J. Mavor 11 Division.

Signed Rob Buchanan.

Glasgow, 10th June, 1850 (page 105)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. J. Blackie & A. Buchanan.

Appointment of Mr Blair

The Rector was instructed to engage Mr. Andrew Blair as assistant in the Senior School his salary to be paid from the following sources:-  pay £50 from Government allowance for pupil teachers and the sum available from his Government Certificate also £10 from Mr. Wylie.

Resignation of Miss Parker

Miss Parker’s resignation of the Assistantship in the Industrial School was handed in and accepted and the Rector instructed to secure the services of a properly qualified successor.

Vacation dates

The vacation was appointed to commence on Wednesday 26th and the Seminary to reopen on Wednesday July 31st.

Full allowance for Pupil Teachers is £48. This now £75 Nov. 1853.

Glasgow, 13th August, 1850 (page 106)

Free Normal Seminary 
The Committee met.

Present

Messrs. Stow, Stevenson & A. Buchanan. The meeting opened with prayer by Mr. Stow. 

Appointment of Miss Elizabeth Mitchell

The Rector reported that he had engaged Miss Elizabeth Mitchell – a certificated student of the Institution as successor to (Miss?) Parker in the Industrial Department. He then referred to the limited admission of children recommended to him by Messrs. Stow & Stevenson on the 5th. Aug. Was requested to adhere to that recommendation in the meantime.

Applicants and Bursaries

Thereafter it was reported that during the previous week 25 young men and 22 females had been examined as candidates for admission into the Seminary – as students and that of the former 33 were found qualified and one owing to peculiar circumstances might be taken upon trial for three months and of the latter 15 were eligible. Ten of the young men were declared entitled to Bursaries namely of the First Class equal to £10. Norman Biggar, John McGilp, John Menzies, Joseph Dewar and Jas. Clark – of the Second Class equal to £15 Donald Ferguson & Francis George and of the Third Class value £20 – A. Burgess, John Smart and Jas. Dickie.

Glasgow, 5th August, 1850 (page 106)

No quorum

Meeting adjourned a quorum not being present.

Glasgow, 13th September, 1850 (page 107)

Free Normal Seminary. The Committee met.


Present

Rev. Dr. Buchanan & Smyth and Mr. Allan Buchanan also Rev. Dr. Candlish convenor of the Education Committee and Mr. Fulton Rector of the F.C. Normal School Edinburgh.

Admission of children

After duly considering the subject of the admission of children into the Seminary it was on the whole though advisable to act for the future according to the old regulation.

Signing of the Diploma

The subject of the Diploma was next taken up and it was resolved that the Rector and Mr. Stow should sign the first and second pages, that third be signed by the Convener and Secretary of the Education Committee.

Apparatus required

The Rector was requested to send in to the Education Committee an estimate of the apparatus that may be thought necessary for the more thorough equipment of the Institution which Dr. Candlish had no doubt would receive a favourable consideration. 
Glasgow, 13th January, 1851 (page 108)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – Present Rev. Dr. Buchanan & Lorimer, Messrs. M. Stevenson & A. Buchanan. Dr. Buchanan in the chair.

Expiration of the payment of the Robertson grant

The attention of the Committee was called to the fact that the five years during which certain Deacons Courts had granted £5 each a year towards the payments of the Robertson annuity had now expired and the Committee resolved to apply for a renewal of the grant and requested Dr. Buchanan to prepare a minute to be sent to the Deacons’ Courts for that purpose.

Applications for admittance

The Rector reported that on Monday 6th. (inst?) four males and eight females had appeared as Candidates for admission into the Seminary as students for a course of eighteen months. The results of the examination having been submitted to the Messrs. Robert Smith, Ian Roy, Levi Molloy, John Byrnes & Miss Mary Miller were declared admissible. Misses Janet Clark, Elizabeth McNeill and Mary McNeill were admitted conditionally.

Certificates awarded by the committee of Council on Education

The Rector further stated that he had received a document from the Committee of Council on Education intimating that Twenty three students had successfully passed the Government Examination in June last, there being two females in the First Class, three males and three females in the Second and seven males and four females in the Third.

Glasgow, 7th February, 1851 (page 109)

Free Normal Seminary 

No quorum

Meeting adjourned – a quorum not being present.

Glasgow, 3rd March, 1851 (page 109)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Messrs. N. Stevenson & A. Buchanan.

The attention of the meeting was called to a letter received from the Secretary of the Committee of Council on Education explaining why certificates had been refused to certain females who had been trained in the Seminary.

Refusal of Committee on Education to grant certificates to female students

The Committee requested the Convenor to communicate again with the Committee of Council on the subject and to endeavour to satisfy them that the fact of these females having accepted situations as Governesses was not sufficient for withholding their Certificates of Merit.

Pupil and Student numbers

The Rector stated that the number of Scholars entered for the current quarter was 820 and of students 70.

Glasgow, 21st April, 1851 (page 110)

Free Normal Seminary. The Committee met.

Present

Rev. Drs. Buchanan, Smyth and Lorimer & Mr. N. Stevenson.

Appointment of Mr Wylie to North Woodside Road

The meeting having been constituted the Committee were informed by Dr. Smyth that Mr. Wylie of the Senior Department had been appointed to the North Woodside Road School in connexion with Rev. H. George’s. Dr. Smyth requested the Committee to release Mr. Wylie from his present situation as soon as possible. The Committee agreed to this request and with a view to facilitate the arrangement resolved to examine Mr. Wylie’s department, on Tuesday 29th. inst. The Committee finding it expedient to postpone the Presbyterial Examination till June. 

Advertisement for admission of students and Bursaries

The Committee thereafter authorised the usual advertisement regarding the admission of students and the Bursary Examination.

Meeting closed with prayer.

Glasgow, May 1851 (page 111)

Free Normal Seminary, Glasgow 

No quorum

Meeting adjourned – a quorum not being present.

Glasgow, June 1851 (page 111)

No quorum

Meeting adjourned – a quorum not being present.

Glasgow, 16th June, 1851 (page 111)

Free Church Normal Seminary. The Committee met and constituted.

Present

Rev. Dr. Candlish & Buchanan, Rev. Mr. Lewis and David Stow. 

Rev. Dr. B. Convenor in the chair.

Appointment of Mr George Adam

The Rector laid before the Committee a letter from Mr. George Adam accepting the office of Master of the Senior Department in room of Mr. Wylie. The Committee accordingly appointed him in terms of his letter hereto subjoined to enter on his duties at 1st. August next.

“Copy of letter from G. Adam Perth 12th. June 1851. Dear Sirs, “In reply to your letter of the 5th. inst., I beg respectfully to intimate my acceptance of the Mastership of the Senior Department in the Free Normal Seminary Glasgow on the condition specified by you – understanding these conditions to be a salary of £150 per annum together with the promissory benefit to be derived from any pupil teachers that may be appointed in addition to the present numbers and that I undertake to instruct all the pupil teaching one hour each day in addition to the ordinary duties of the Department.”

Signed, George Adam

Signed Robert Hislop.

Increase in salaries

The Committee resolved to recommend as suggested by Mr. How to the Edinburgh Educational Committee to add £20 per annum to each of the three following masters – viz Mr. Hutchison, Stark & McMurray – also £10 to the salary of Miss Caughie & £5 to that of Miss Mitchell.

Glasgow, July 1851 (page 112)

Free Normal Seminary

No quorum

Meeting adjourned – a quorum not being present. 

Glasgow, 4th August, 1851 (page 112)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Committee met – Rev. Dr. Smyth, Messrs. Blackie & Stow – Rev. Dr. Smyth in the chair.

Applicants and Bursary awards

The meeting having been constituted the Committee appointed Messrs. Smith & Mr. Hay to conduct the examination of candidates for admission into the Seminary and of competitors for Bursaries along with Mr. Hislop who had kindly offered to remain in Glasgow during the week of the reopening of the Institution and attend to any necessary business.

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Glasgow, 15th August 1851 (page 113)

Free Normal Seminary. Which day the Committee met.

Present

Rev. Dr. Henderson, Rev. M. Brown, Messrs. A. Buchanan, J. H. Brown with the Rev. Dr. Buchanan – Convenor.

Appointment of Daniel Smith, Classical Tutor, as Interim Director

The Committee having taken into consideration the necessity of making some interim arrangement for the management of the Seminary until a Director be appointed, they resolved authorize and request Mr. Daniel Smith, Classical Tutor, to take such charge give such directions in the meantime, as may be necessary. This temporary arrangement however, is instructed not to interfere with Mr. Stow Esq., who is authorized to arrange the system & superintend the practical working of the Institution, as heretofore.

Mr Robertson’s legacy

It was intimated to the Committee by Mr. Hugh Brown, one of their number, that Mr. Robertson, the assistant, to whom the interest of the fifteen hundred pounds £1500 made over to this Seminary by the trustees of his late brother was payable had recently deceased - & the Treasurer was accordingly requested to send notice to the Deacon’s Courts which had agreed to contribute to the payment of this annual charge, that from and after this date, their contributions would be no longer required.

Enrolment of Daniel Smith

Mr. Smith, Classical Tutor, laid before the Committee a communication from Mr. Montgomerie Esq., Miller Street Glasgow intimating that Mr. Daniel Smith had been (entitled?) to one of the Bursaries in this Seminary from which by Mr. Hamilton late of Port Glasgow, and the Committee directed that Mr. Daniel Smith (on being examined) and producing the moral attitude, should be enrolled as a student in the Seminary.





Signed B. B.

Glasgow, 11th August (sic) 1851 (page 114)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – Present Rev. Dr. Buchanan Convenor, Rev. D. Brown & Mr. A. Buchanan.

Results of Bursary examinations

The Committee had laid before them the examination papers of the Candidates for Bursaries, and after due consideration they resolved to admit to bursaries of the 2nd. Class (the highest and in the order of their names.)




David Donaldson




John McGilp




Alex. Stewart




Joseph Brown

& to Bursaries of the 1st. Class (the lowest).




John Cuthbertson




Alex. McLaren




Peter McGachen




John Bell




Thomas Smith

The Committee who examined the papers of the female candidates for admission into the Seminary agreed to admit the following, viz.,




Nan Livingston




Elizabeth Arthur




Elizabeth Wallace




Helen Mair




Jane Anderson




Margaret Oliver




Isabella Watson.






Signed B. B.

Glasgow, 1st September, 1851 (page 115)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Committee met – Present Rev. Dr. Henderson in the chair – Messrs. A. Buchanan & D. Stow.

Dr. Henderson opened the meeting with prayer.

Acceptance of candidates

Robert Leckie applicant for admission in being examined & Mr. Smith’s report being satisfactory – agreed that he be received as a student on producing a certificate of character from his minister.

Wm. Bowie to be received but not a course of training less than two years.

Mr. Daniel Smith had not completed his examination within the usual time he having been called away from Glasgow.

Mr. Smith was appointed to examine Miss Pile who was present at the meeting of the Directors on 15th. …… This as early as possible.


Glasgow, October 1851 (page 116)

Free Normal Seminary 

No Quorum

Meeting adjourned – a quorum not being present.

Glasgow, 3rd November,  1851 (page 116)

Free Normal Seminary. The Committee met.

Present

Rev. Dr. Henderson, Smyth, Buchanan, and Messrs. Stow, G. J. Blackie.

The Rev. Dr. Buchanan in the Chair and the meeting being constituted.

Discontinuation of a student's bursary

The Convenor laid before the Committee certain communications relative to one of the students at the Seminary who recently obtained a Bursary. The Committee in consideration of what is confirmed in these documents as acknowledged by the young man himself resolved to discontinue the Bursary from this date but allow him to remain in the Seminary in further probation if so inclined.

Request to Mr Morrison declined

The Convenor estimated that Mr. Morrison of Glasgow with whom they had been in communication with a view to the filling of the Rectorship had after much hesitation come to the conclusion that he cannot leave at present his position in Elgin. The Committee requested the Convenor to correspond with D. Candlish and the Edinburgh Committee in reference to Mr. Morrison of Inverness.

Queries for parents

The Committee authorized the Secretary to print and circulate the usual list of queries to be answered by the parents of the children attending the Six Model Schools of the Seminary.

Signed R. B. Convenor.

Glasgow, 15th January, 1852 (page 119)

Free Normal Seminary,

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Mr. A. Buchanan, Mr. Blackie & Mr. Stevenson.

Induction of Mr Morrison

Mr. Morrison, the Rector being present for the first time it was agreed to fix on Monday the 19th January for inducting him into his new office.

Signed

Glasgow, 19th January, 1852 (page 119)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Brow, Henderson, Smith and Lorimer, Messrs. Stevenson, Blackie, A. Buchanan, R. Brown. Dr. Buchanan in the chair.

Mr Morison inducted to office

The meeting was constituted by prayer and thereafter proceeded to induct the Rector into his office.

Signed.

Glasgow, 2nd February, 1851 (page 119)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present Dr. Buchanan, Mr. Blackie & Mr. A. Buchanan, Dr. Buchanan in the chair. The meeting was constituted by prayer. 

Results of examination of applicants

The Rector submitted to the meeting the results of the examination of Candidates for Admission to the Seminary as Students. On a review of the papers submitted to the Candidates and on the recommendation of the Rector, the following were admitted.


James A. Williams.


William J. Harvey


Agnes Dawson


Margaret Lindsay


Eliza Chalmers


Justina Robertson.

Signed

Glasgow, 1st March 1852 (page 120) 

Free Normal Seminary 

No quorum

Meeting adjourned there being no quorum.

Glasgow, 21st April 1852 (page 120)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Messrs. A. Buchanan I Blackie & H. Brown.

The meeting was constituted by the Convenor.

Date for the annual examination

The Committee resolved to apply to the Presbytery to fix a day for the Annual Examination of the Seminary and to suggest Tuesday the 11th or Tuesday the 18th of May for that purpose.

Number of scholars and students on roll

The number of scholars on the roll for the current Quarter is 855 – the number of students 34.

Inspection of the janitor's house

The Committee authorized Mr. Buchanan Convenor of the Building Committee to direct Mr. Brown, Architect to make an Inspection of the Janitor’s house, the drains and ground floor generally and report.

Signed.

Glasgow, 3rd May, 1852 (page 121)

Free Normal Seminary 

No quorum

Meeting adjourned – there being no quorum.

Glasgow 21st, June 1852 (page 121)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Rev. Dr. Brown, Messrs. Stow, Stevenson and A. Buchanan.

Resignation of Miss Caughie

The meeting being constituted by prayer – the Rector intimated the resignation of Miss Caughie assistant teacher in the Initiatory Department in prospect of her marriage. A Committee was appointed to choose a successor – viz. Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stow and Stevenson to meet on Monday the 28th. Current at 12 noon.

Conversion of sash window into door in Mt Murrays' department

The Committee authorized the sash window in Mr. McMurray’s room to be converted into a door for the convenience of his department.

Payment for Pupil Teachers

In regard to Pupil Teachers the Committee agreed that Mr. Adam should receive one third of the whole amount paid on account of the whole Pupil Teachers male and female and Mr. Chamberlain one third of the sum obtained on account of the female Pupil Teachers.

Signed

Glasgow, 30th August, 1852 (page 122)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present Dr. Lorimer, Mr. Stow, Mr. Stevenson & Mr. Brown and Mr. Blackie.

Bursary awards

The meeting having been constituted – the Rector submitted the result of the examination for bursaries and it was agreed to grant bursaries of the second class of the value of fifteen pounds to the following gentlemen.

· John Bell

· Peter McEachen

· Archibald McLaren

· James McFarlane (A. Birnie?)

· Andrew Burgess

· Donald McGillivray

· And of the third class of the value of ten pounds to the following:-

· David Wilson

· Donald Robertson

· John Robertson

· John McDonald.

· Murdoch McPherson

· Malcolm McIntosh

· Donald McIntosh

· Donald McLean

· John Morrison

The following were also admitted as Students on the recommendation of the Rector.

· Frederick Loring.

· John McAlpine

· Alexander Michie

· William Hay

· Robert Leckie

· James Johnstone

· Mary Austin

· Margaret Ellison

· Georgina Todd

· Hannah A. Taylor

· Mary Michael

· Euphemia Stewart Tair

· Isabella McCallum

· Flora Watson

· Amelie Drummond

· Charlotte Macauley

· Anne Balbirnie.

The Rector reported that all the Candidates for Queen’s Scholarships had been sustained by the government, the male candidates being entitled to an allowance of £20 each per annum and the female to £16.13.4.  The Candidates were:-

· John Blane

· James McFarlane

· William Monk

· Andrew Bowman

· Ellen Dickson.

Appointment of Miss Margaret Caughie as assistant teacher

By the recommendation of Mr. Stow and the Rector it was agreed to appoint Miss Margaret Caughie assistant to her father in the Initiatory Department at a salary of thirty pounds per annum.

Increased payment to Mr Thomson

In consideration of Mr. Thomson’s having an hour’s additional work in connection with Mr. McMurray’s Department it was agreed to add ten pounds to his salary.

Supply of school books

The Rector called the attention of the Committee to the government plan of supplying school books and maps to schools under inspection and it was agreed to authorize him to carry on the necessary correspondence with the Government. Mr. Stevenson kindly offered to advance the money required at the rate of 5 per cent per annum – the money to be repaid as the books were sold off – which offer was accepted.

Signed

Glasgow, 4th October, 1852 (page 125)

Free Normal Seminary 

No quorum

The meeting adjourned – there being no quorum.

Glasgow, 1st November, 1852 (page 125)

Free Normal Seminary 

No quorum

The meeting adjourned  - there being no quorum.

Glasgow, 6th December, 1852 (page 125)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met – present Mr. Allan Buchanan, Mr. Blackie, Mr. H. Brown, Mr. Stow and Dr Smyth, Mr. A. Buchanan in the chair. 

Correspondence regarding repairs

The meeting having been constituted, copies of a correspondence which had taken place between Mr. Stevenson and Mr. William Gray, Secretary to the Education Committee, Edinburgh relative to the payments of the repairs executed about the Seminary was brought before the meeting.

The meeting found that owing to the difficulty of raising a quorum in the summer months the repairs had been sanctioned at a meeting herewith got up of which no regular minute had been kept.

All the members of Committee present were unanimous in their opinion that the repairs were unavoidable and it was agreed that Mr. Stow should write to the Education Committee explaining how the repairs had been sanctioned and the cause of the apparent irregularity in the minutes. 

Student and pupil numbers

The Rector reported that the number of children in attendance was fully greater than at similar prime periods and that the number of students was 50.

Glasgow, 10th January, 1853 (page 126)

Free Normal Seminary

No quorum

The meeting adjourned – there being no quorum. 

Glasgow, 10th February, 1853 (page 127)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met and was duly constituted – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, Dr. Brown, Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stevenson, A. Buchanan & Wingate.

The Rector reported that Mr. Anderson who had taught the French classes in the Seminary, had removed to London. It was agreed that Mr. Findlay, French Master in the Glasgow Academy, should be appointed in Mr. Anderson’s place, and on the same conditions – to wit that the Director grant him the use of a class room with fire and light when necessary and the he, the French Master, have no salary but all the fees.

It was agreed to discontinue the services of Mr. Hutcheson, the Drawing Master, at the termination of the present session, and to take steps to put this branch of instruction in connection with the Government theme for advancement of elementary drawing.

Student and pupil numbers

The Rector reported that the number of children on the roll was 882 and of students 50.

The Rector then laid before the Meeting a statement of some reports which had been made against Mr. Caughie in regard to the distribution of bread among the children attending his department which the meeting after hearing reports had been communicated to Mr. Caughie by Mr. Long.

The meeting, after hearing Mr. Caughie and Mr. Long in explanation agreed to adjourn the further consideration of the case until Monday the 14th, Current.

Glasgow, 14th February, 1853 (page 128)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met by adjournment – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan Convenor, Dr. Smyth, Dr. Brown, Dr. Miller, Messrs. Stevenson, Blackie, H. Brown, A. Buchanan & Wingate.

Charges against Mr Caughie

The meeting having been duly constituted proceeded to investigate the charges made against Mr. Caughie. After due deliberation it was unanimously agreed that there was no foundation for the charges in question and that Mr. Caughie was entirely free from blame and that Mr. Long, while acting conscientiously, should be reprimanded for his undue interference in the matter.

There being no other business, the meeting broke up.

Glasgow, March 1853 (page 129)

Free Normal Seminary

No quorum

There being no quorum the meeting adjourned.

Glasgow, 4th April, 1853 (page 129)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted – present Rev. Dr. Miller, Messrs. Stow, Stevenson and A. Buchanan.

Resignation of Mr McMurray

Mr. Stow reported that Mr. McMurray having been appointed Master of Free St. John’s Mission School in this city had resigned his situation as assistant master in the Juvenile Department.

His resignation was accepted and on the recommendation of Mr. Stow and the Rector it was agreed to appoint Mr. Boyd, Free Church Teacher at Catrine to the situation, at a salary of Seventy Pounds per annum; Mr. Boyd agreeing to continue not less than two years on these terms.

Reduction in number of pupils attending


The Directors resolved to reduce the number of children in attendance in the Practising Schools to such a limit that average daily attendance should not exceed 700.

Glasgow, 3rd May, 1853 (page 130)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, Messrs. Stow & Stevenson.

Summer vacation

The Committee resolved that the summer vacation should commence on Friday the First day of July and that the School should reopen on Thursday 4th of August.

Bursary prospectus to be circulated

The Committee authorized the Rector to circulate copies of the Bursary prospectus among the Free Church Ministers in the South and West of Scotland.

Glasgow, 27th June, 1853 (page 130)

Free Normal Seminary

No quorum

There being no quorum the meeting adjourned.

Glasgow, 9th August, 1853 (page 130)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted – present Mr. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, Rev. Dr. Lorimer and Mr. Stow.

Resignation of Mr John Stark

Mr. Stow laid before the Meeting a letter from Mr. John M. Stark intimating that he has been appointed Inspector of Schools in Prince Edward Island and that in consequence he resigned his office of Master of the Mixed School in connection with this Seminary.

The Committee agreed to accept the resignation and while doing so to record their regret at losing the services of Mr. Stark who had so long and so faithfully discharged his duties. The Committee at the same time record their satisfaction at his appointment to so important an office and their conviction that under his management the Educational Institution of Prince Edward Island will make decided and rapid progress.

An extract of this minute was ordered to be sent to Mr. Stark.

Appointment of Mr John Blane

The Committee unanimously agreed to appoint Mr. John Blane Second Master in the Senior Department at a salary of Forty Pounds per annum to commence with and Fifty Pounds for the second year.

Reopening of school

The Rector reported that since Thursday the day on which the schools were re-opened 669 pupils had been enrolled.

Applicants and Bursaries

Thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the reports of the Rector & Tutors regarding Competitors for Bursaries and those seeking admission to the Seminary. After a careful and mature examination of the merits of the Candidates for Bursaries it was agreed to grant Bursaries of the highest class – 

Value £20 to the following:-

Donald McGillivary

James McBirnie

Donald Robertson

A. Burgess.

And of the Second Class – value £15 to the following:-

John McOnich

McDougall

John Robertson

William McDonald

John McAlpine

And of the third class – value £10 to the following:-

John McDonald

Alex McKenzie

John McFarlane

Hugh McDiarmaid

Archibald Weir

Peter McCane

Donald McDiarmaid

It was agreed to admit the following:-

Adam Rogerson

Alexander Falconer

Frederick Laing

James Grieve

James Watson

Daniel Clark

Irene Barclay

Lillias Bell

Isabella Colquhoun

Agnes Hutcheson

(?) McIlwaine

Violet M. Mitchell

Isabella Rodgie

Georgina L. Scott

Grace Taylor

Christina Whyte

Hannah Wilson

Barbara Erskine.

Queen’s scholars

The Rector reported that 12 Queen’s Scholars had been appointed – 9 male & 3 female, in the following order.

First Class Scholarship £25.

Malcolm White
F. C. H. School Glasgow

Andrew Allan


“     “          “

Alex. McKenzie
F. C. Institution Inverness

Alex. Fraser                                     “                   “

Glasgow, 5th September, 1853 (page 134)

Free Church Normal School

No quorum

There being no quorum the meeting adjourned.

Glasgow, 19th September, 1853 (page 134)

Free Church Normal School

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Smyth, Dr. Miller and Mr. Stow.

Appointment of Mr David Donaldson

The Committee agreed to appoint Mr. David Donaldson presently teacher in the Bridgegate Free Church School to the Mastership of the Mixed School in this Seminary at a salary of Eighty Pounds per annum exclusive of his Governmental salary.  Mr. Donaldson is not to enter on his duties until a Successor is appointed to his present school. This engagement to be of the usual kind – to wit – that three months notice be required on either side before any change take place.

Teaching of Drawing

The Rector submitted to the meeting the plans by which it is proposed to have Drawing taught in the Seminary. The Superintendent of the Department of Practical Art London having been in Glasgow visited the Seminary and agreed on the part of the Department to attach to the School of Design in Glasgow a teacher of Drawing holding a Government Diploma who should be required to give one hour’s instruction per week to each of the Departments in the Seminary, two hours to the Pupil Teachers and three to the Students at a total charge of fifty pounds per annum. In order to raise this sum it was unanimously agreed to add 6% to the quantity fee of the children I all the Departments save the Initiatory.

Student and pupil numbers

The Rector reported that the number of Students in attendance was 69 – 34 male and 35 female and the number of children on the roll was 890.

Signed.

Glasgow, 31st October, 1853 (page 136)

Free Normal Seminary

No quorum

The meeting adjourned, there being no quorum.

Glasgow, 5th December, 1853 (page 136)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted – present Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, Rev. Dr. Miller, Messrs. Stow and Blackie.

Results of the June examination

The Rector laid before the meeting the results of the Examination for Certificate held in June from which it appeared that 21 male students underwent the examination of whom 19 were successful, 8 having obtained certificates of the 2nd. Class and 10 of the 3rd. Class, that 14 female students underwent the examination, all of whom were successful, 1 in the 1st. Class, 7in the 2nd., and 6 in the 3rd. class.

Increase in Miss Caughie’s salary

On the recommendation of Mr. Stow the Committee unanimously agreed to add £10 to Miss Caughie’s Salary which increase to commence from this date. 

Purchase of playground and writing desk

The Committee agreed to allow a sum not exceeding £8 to be expended in procuring ground for the playgrounds. The Committee also authorised the Rector to obtain a new writing desk for Mr. Hutcheson’s Department.

The Rector reported that the number of Students in attendance was 71 – 36 male and 35 female and that the number of children on the roll for the current quarter was 900.

Signed

Glasgow, 6th March, 1854 (page 137)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted – present the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stow, Stevenson, A. Buchanan and Blackie.

Arrangements for examinations

The Committee agreed to recommend to the Presbytery the appointment of the examination on Thursday the 23rd or 30th current in order to have it over previous to next Quarter day which takes place on Tuesday, April 11. 

Students' library funds

The Committee agreed to grant a sum of Ten Pounds to purchase books for the Students’ Library.

Dismissal of the Janitor, Charles Long

The Committee having for a long time been of opinion that a change of janitor is necessary and being now convinced that it would be of advantage to the seminary agreed to dispense with the services of Charles Long at Whitsunday first, the 15th Day of May. The change, however, has no reference to Mr. Long’s character as a man and as a Christian. Mr. A. Buchanan agreed to communicate this decision to Mr. Long.

Appointment of a sub-committee to find a successor

A Committee consisting of Messrs. A. Buchanan and Stevenson was appointed to look out for successor to Mr. Long and to report to next meeting. Mr. Buchanan to be Convenor. 

Signed

Glasgow, 3rd April, 1854 (page 138)

Free Normal Seminary

No quorum

The meeting adjourned there being no quorum.

Glasgow, 11th April, 1854 (page 138)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted – present Messrs. Stow, A. Buchanan and H. Brown. Mr. Stow in the chair.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.

Appointment of John Watters as Janitor

It was moved by Mr. A. Buchanan and seconded by Mr. Hugh Brown and unanimously agreed to that Mr. John Watters be appointed Janitor in place of Charles Long, that the salary of the said Mr. John Watters be Fifty Pounds per annum, with an allowance of Five Pounds for ringing the Seminary bell at other times than is requisite for the purposes of the Seminary. Mr. Watters to have a free house with coals and gas but no perquisites of any kind whatever – to (start?) on his office at Whitsunday, and to attend to the interests of the Seminary on all occasions and at all times.  This engagement is to be of the usual kind – to wit – three months’ notice being given and received at any time.

The Directors agreed to allow Charles Long a sum of Twenty Pounds Sterling as a mark of respect from them.

This being the final meeting of Committee since the examination of the Seminary by the Presbytery it was resolved to engross on the Minutes the subjoined report from the Scottish Guardian of the 31st. March.

Examination of the Free Church Normal Seminary.

The Free Church Normal Seminary was examined yesterday by a Committee of the Glasgow Presbytery, consisting by the Moderator, the Rev. Mr. Burnet, Dr. Smyth, Moderator of the Free Church General Assembly, and a deputation from the Edinburgh Educational Committee of the Free Church, consisting of the Rev. George Lewis of Ormiston, and Mr. Cunningham, late of Blairlodge Academy, and formerly Rector of the Seminary itself. Among others present we observed Mr. Stow, the Rev. Dr. Smyth, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Mr. Bonar, the Rev. Mr. Wilson, Maryhill, the Rev. Hugh McDougall, the Rev. Mr. McMeikan, the Rev. J. B. Dickson, Paisley; Mr. Gardner of the Neilson Institution, Paisley, Mr. Bell of the Glasgow Academy, and many others interesting in the cause of education.

It appeared that there had been admitted since August, 1173 scholars; that the number on the roll for the quarter was 896 – the average daily attendance, since August, 805 – and present at the examination, 798.

The number of students training as teachers at present is about seventy – of whom 40 are young men and 30 females; and the number of pupil teachers in the institution is 30.

The examination lasted from eleven to four o’clock, and was attended by a crowd of parents and visitors all day long, who remained to the close, delighted at the varied and lively exercises and happy arrangements of the model schools of this institution. We were delighted to see the father of this noble institution, Mr. Stow, once more in the midst of his numerous and intelligent family of children. Every visitor responded to the sentiment of one of the examiners, that, in the sight of such schools as these, Mr. Stow must feel that God had not left him without many consolations amidst the bereavements of His providence; and that, in cherishing these, he had still work worth living for. 

At the close of the examination, Mr. Stow stated that these model schools, after encountering some prejudices, had now attained an overflowing popularity, and the families of the neighbourhood considered it such a privilege to have their children admitted that they had many more applications than they had room for. The Moderator, Mr. Burnet, having addressed the children in the infant model school, Mr. Stow introduced Mr. Lewis of Ormiston, stating that it was now a long time, more than twenty years, since Mr. Lewis laboured with his pen in the cause of popular education, and assisted in this city in laying the foundations of the Normal Seminary, in circumstances very different from the present. They were all glad to see him, and would be delighted to hear his voice.

Mr. Lewis said that it was quite true what his friend Mr. Stow had so kindly alluded to, that he had, along with himself, a very early connection with this institution, and saw the diamond in its infant dew, which had at length crystalised into those many pleasing and beautiful forms and arrangements they had this day witnessed. It was several years since he had visited this seminary, and he could not but feel that great progress had been made, and that here was to be seen a manful and felicitous attempt to make education the development of what Mr. Stow called the whole man, in opposition to those partial and one-sided developments which popular education had too often been. Elsewhere you may see as highly intellectual a training, but here, there was a harmonious education of all the powers and faculties of our nature, physical, intellectual, and moral, with a completeness that was seldom attempted elsewhere; and it was a noble thing to see Mr. Stow persevering in the completion of his happy idea, and giving it day by day a more real and practical existence, of which all might estimate the worth. The religious instruction was admirable, and must send the youth into the world with that moral mind and sensibilities that can be awakened and cultivated aright only on Bible facts and principles. Mr. Lewis said he had been musing on the kind of heraldic device or emblem he would give to this Seminary, to express its way with the young and he could not think of anything so apt as a Screw, not indeed a cork-screw, for that were a most unsavoury figure – (a laugh) – but the Archimedean screw propeller in Admiral Napier’s ships in the Baltic to enable Britannia to rule the waves. (Cheering). Every lesson was first screwed into the scholar by questions, and then screwed out of him again by questions, and at each turn of the screw the boy-ship went forward. We all expect some of these days that Admiral Napier, with his screw propellers, will have scattered the enemies of Britain and of the freedom of the world; and if you will only submit yourselves in youth to be thoroughly worked by the Archimedian screw with Mr. Stow has here set agoing, I have no doubt you will be able to outsail all the ships that sail the ocean. (Cheering.).

Mr. Stow then introduced Mr. Cunningham as having 12 years ago been rector of this institution, and who, we understand, is about to go to St. Louis in the United States, in connection with an educational institution.

Mr. Cunningham expressed the heartfelt pleasure his visit had given him. The institution had made real progress. Mr. Stow had nobly persevered, and had his reward and his monument in the sight around him this day. Many thousands had gone out from it as pupils – many hundreds as teachers of others, and were carrying the system all over the world. The system was sound and comprehensive, and the method simple. The seminary in his time was but in a rudimental state, in which the teachers themselves were training. Now a facility is visible, and completeness that the institution could not in his day present; and it was his earnest prayer that Mr. Stow, its secretary, and Mr. Morrison, its rector, and its efficient teachers, might long preside here at the head of their departments, going forward in that progressive course which they had entered. (Cheering).

Rev. Dr. Lorimer then addressed the children very shortly, expressing his gratification at the examination of the day, and the pleasure he had in meeting with his old fellow-labourer in education in Glasgow, Mr. Lewis, and with Mr. Cunningham, their old rector. 

Mr. Stow briefly addressed the assemblage, and in course of his remarks stated, as the result of a recent close investigation, that of all the thousands of children who had gone out from this seminary, since its foundation in Drygate, only two had ever been known to have been brought before a magistrate. (Hear, hear.).

Mr. Gardner, of Neilson Institution, Paisley, expressed his high gratification with the examination, and congratulated Mr. Stow on the amount of scholarship displayed, and the noble band of teachers he had gathered around him. Mr. Gardner added that in the Neilson Institution, under his management, he was copying the method followed in this seminary as closely as possible, and that he thought it of so much importance that the  teachers should observe the mode of instruction carried out here, that he had given a holiday to his scholars that day, that the teachers might have an opportunity of being present at this examination. 

Mr. Morrison, the rector, then called for a cheer for Mr. Stow. The response was immediate and most enthusiastic. Votes of thanks to the ministers and visitors were also given, and Mr. Burnet terminated the proceedings with the benediction. 

Glasgow, 5th June, 1854 (page 141)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Messrs. Stow and Stevenson, Dr. Buchanan in the chair. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

School vacation 

It was agreed that the Schools should close for the Summer vacation on Friday the 30th Day of June Current, and should be re-opened on the Wednesday the 2nd. Day of August. 

Advertisement for bursaries

The Rector was authorized to insert advertisements anent the bursary competition in the Free Church Newspapers.

Appointment of Dr Book as German master

It was unanimously agreed to appoint Dr. Book German Master to the Seminary and the Rector was authorized to intimate this to Dr. Book.

Sub-committee appointed to consider alterations and repairs

A Committee consisting of the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Messrs. Stow, Buchanan and Blackie and the Rector Convenor was appointed to make arrangements with Mr. Carrick, Superintendent each of Streets regarding the porch wall of the Seminary to take steps for having a door made from the Lobby Stair to the playground of the Industrial Department, and to make generally such repairs as might seem necessary, during the Summer vacation. 

Glasgow, 7th August, 1854 (page 142)

Free Normal Seminary


Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted by prayer – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Lorimer, Dr. Brown, Messrs. A. Buchanan and Stow. 

Report from the sub-committee on repairs and alterations

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Sub-Committee appointed at the last meeting to consider what repairs might be necessary during the vacation reported that they had resolved on having the whole Seminary cleaned and painted. The Committee room to be papered and a new carpet obtained for it. They also reported that a new door had been made in the stair-case to the playground for the Industrial Department and that an arrangement had been come to with Bailie Pearson regarding the outside wall whereby he altered the wall at his own expense and paid a sum of Thirty Pounds to the Committee for damage done to the water closets. Several new desks were also obtained for the Hall, in order to accommodate the Students while engaged in Drawing.

The report was approved of and ordered to be engrossed in the minutes.

Results of bursaries and applications

Thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the report of the Rector and Tutors upon the examination papers of competitors for bursaries and claimants for admission to the Seminary.

After mature deliberation it was agreed to grant bursaries of the 

Second Class – value £15 to the following.

William McDonald
Robert Smith

John McFarlane
Archibald Weir

Alexander McKenzie
Hugh McDiarmaid

James S. Kerr
Donald McDiarmaid.

Peter McCaul


And of the lowest class – value £10 to the following:

Dugald McEwen
John Mathieson

Robert Kerr
William Douglas

Robert Walker
John Phey

David Andrew
John McLauchlan

Thomas Andrew
Robert Thomson

Robert Davidson
Kenneth Morrison.

Admittance of male students

and to admit the following male students

Alexander Bell
Hugh McLeod

George Moir
I. Gilmour

Dennis McCormick

Admittance of female students

And the following female students.

Mary Young
Jessie Stark

Jane B. Lindsay
Jane Miller

Jane Brown
Isabella Graham

Babiner Laird
Margaret McGregor

Jane G. Watt
Christina Brown

Helen L. Gibson
Jane Peat

Isabelle Mitchell
Margaret Mitchell

Jane Morrison

Award of scholarships by the Committee of Council

The Rector reported that 22 Queen’s Scholars had been nominated by the Committee of Council on Education to the Seminary – to wit

First Class Scholarship £25.

Malcolm White
Free Normal School, Glasgow

James Kerr
Free Church School

Robert McMcCosh
Inverness F.C. Model School

Farquhar McRae 
Inverness F.C. Model School

David McLauchlan
Dudhope F. C. School

James Cameron
Cupar Angus F. C. School

John McMillan
Glasgow F. C. Normal School

George Small
Brisbane Endowed School

James Miller
Perth West F. C. School

George Allan
Stanley F. C. School

John Ruthven
Glasgow St. Peter’s F. C. School

William Forbes
Stratherrick F. C. School

John Rae
Glasgow Renfrew Pl. St. George’s School.

Second Class - £20

William Howie


Perth West F. C. School

William Thomson


Bothwell F. C. School

William Taylor


Urquhart F. C. School

Edward Mathieson


Shawmoor F. C. School

Female First Class £16.13.4.

Catherine Campbell


Glasgow F. C. Normal School

Christina McFarlane



“    “          “          “

Janet Gardner




“    “          “          “

Female Second Class £13.6.8.

Elizabeth McInnes


Glasgow F. C. Normal School

Helen Robertson


       “          “          “        “

Appointment of a French Teacher

The Rector was empowered to make such arrangements regarding a French Teacher as might be deemed desirable.

Increase in Teachers’ salaries

Mr. Stow brought before the meeting a statement regarding the salaries of some of the teachers and it was agreed to defer the consideration thereof until next meeting.

Glasgow, 3rd September, 1854 (page 145)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer – Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Messrs. A. Buchanan and Stow, Dr. Buchanan in the chair.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.

Appointment of Dr Book to teach French

The Rector reported that it was found impossible to make such arrangements regarding the French Classes as would suit Mr. Findlay and that, acting on the authority conveyed to him at last meeting, he had arranged with Dr. Book to take charge of the French. This appointment was approved of. 

Change in the amount of fees charged

The Rector further reported that he had received a communication from the Acting Committee of the Free Church Education Scheme in Edinburgh regarding a change in the rate of fees at present charged in this Seminary. It was agreed to defer the consideration of this communication until next meeting and the Rector was requested to transmit a copy of it to all the members of Committee, in order to its being deliberately considered.

Increase in Mr Boyd’s salary

It was unanimously agreed to add £15 to Mr. Boyd’s salary, this increase to take effect from the 15th. August last.

Increase to Mr Caughie’s salary

In consideration of his merits as a teacher and his long and valuable services in the Institution the Directors unanimously agreed to add £50 to Mr. Caughie’s salary – this increase to take effect from the 15th. August last.

Student and pupil numbers

The Rector reported the number of children on the roll to be 924 and the number of students to be 79.

Changes in the MCCE course of study

The Committee thereafter proceeded to take into consideration the recent changes as adopted in the Minutes of Council regarding the course of study pursued in Training Schools. The Committee approved in general of these changes and in order to receive the full benefit of them resolved to take advantage of the offer of the Committee of Council on Education in regard to lecturers, as contained in the following extract from a minute dated 20th. August 1853.

“To promote in Training Schools the study of the Subjects proper in Elementary Instruction, their Lordships will grant augmentations of salary of £100 annually to such (reside) of Lecturers, as shall receive independently of these augmentations, salaries of not less than £150 annually. This sum may include an allowance of £50 for Board and Lodging provided that such Lecturer in Respect of whom such augmentation of salary is granted shall afford evidence satisfactory to their Lordships of his attainment in one or at most time of the branches of knowledge enumerated below which if still in adapting them to the purpose of Elementary instruction:

History

English Literature

Geography

Physical Science

Applied Mathematics.

In judging of the classes of Candidates for such Augmentations their Lordships will seek the advice of persons eminent for their attainments in their general branches of knowledge.

Their Lordships will not grant more than any such augmentation on Salary in any Training School where the number of Students in residence does not exceed thirty, nor more than but where the number does not exceed sixty, nor more than three such augmentations in any case.”

The Committee taking the foregoing extract minute into consideration unanimously agreed to propose Mr. Peter MacKay, Mathematical Tutor as a person eminently qualified for such an appointment, and they, moreover agreed to guarantee him the sum of £150 annually on condition of his appointment being sanctioned by the Lords of the Committee of Council, it being understood that Mr. MacKay’s whole time is to be devoted to the Seminary.

Glasgow, 2nd October, 1854 (page 149)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. A. Buchanan, Stevenson and Blackie. Dr. Buchanan in the Chair.

Raising of fees

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the proposal anent raising the fees and it was unanimously agreed after mature consideration to increase them as below.


Initiatory Department


from 2/6 to 3/-            
6d.


Juvenile 1st. Division


from 4/- to 5/-

1/-


Juvenile 2nd. Division


from 5/- to 6/-

1/-


Senior Departments


from 6/- to 7/6

1/6


Industrial       “


from 5/- to 6/-

1/-

Model School to be regulated by the Initiatory and Juvenile the fees to be 3/- 5/- and 6/- instead of as at present 2/6, 4/- and 5/-.

It was agreed that this change should take effect on and after the January Quarter and the Rector was instructed to put a printed slip of the new scale of fees into the hands of children at the October Quarter, so that they might be prepared for the change.

Supply of chemical and other apparatus

The Rector was further instructed to communicate with Lords’ Committee on Education in reference to a supply of Chemical and other apparatus and to report to next meeting.

Glasgow, 23rd October, 1854 (page 150)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer – present the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Rev. Dr. Brown, Messrs. A. Buchanan, Stevenson and Blackie. 

The minutes of last meeting have been read and approved of the Rector laid before the meeting the following communication from Mr. Thomson,

Resignation of Mr Thomson

“Glasgow 21st. Oct. 1854.

Thomas Morrison Esq.,

Sir,

I beg to intimate to you as Rector of the Free Normal Seminary my resignation of the office of Music Master, hitherto held by me in said Institution. I am, Sir, your obed. Servant, A. D. Thomson.”

The Committee accepted, and hereby do accept Mr. Thomson’s resignation and ordered his letter to be engrossed in the Minutes.

An application for the office of Music Master accompanied with Testimonials dated the 22nd. Oct. was laid before the Committee from Mr. Frederick Helmore. Several of the members having expressed a high opinion of Mr. Helmore’s qualifications, the Committee unanimously agreed to appoint him to the office for three months at a salary at the rate of Sixty Pounds per annum. Mr. Helmore to give ten hours instruction a week, subject to such arrangements in regard to the subjects taught, as the Committee might deem fit. 

Glasgow, 6th November, 1854 (page 151)

Free Normal Seminary 

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Smith, Messrs. A. Buchanan and Stow. 

Resignation of Mr Blane

The minutes of last meeting having been read and approved of the Rector intimated that Mr. Blane having been appointed to the English Mastership of the Free Church Institution Inverness there was a vacancy in the assistantship of the Senior School. Mr. Stow and the Rector were appointed a Committee to look out for a suitable assistant with (pardon?) to make an appointment. 

Thereafter the Directors proceeded to consider the propriety of erecting sheds in the several playgrounds of the Seminary and Messrs. A. Buchanan and Stow with the Rector were appointed a Sub-Committee to examine as to the most suitable position for their erection and to obtain estimates of the probable exercise with power to summon a special meeting to receive and deliberate upon their report. 

The Rector reported that during the prevalence of Cholera he had taken the liberty of sending Dr. Goldie to visit several of the students who were entire strangers in the town and that he had summoned him to attend in the case of a few slight accidents which had occurred among the children in the playground. The Committee approved of which had been done and ordered Dr. Goldie’s account amounting to One Pound 5/- to be paid. The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 14th November, 1854 (page 153)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Sederunt Messrs. Stevenson, Stow and Blackie – Mr. Blackie in the Chair. 

Erection of sheds

The minutes of last meeting having been read and approved of the Sub-Committee reported that they had considered the most suitable place for the erection of sheds and had obtained estimates for the whole work, the whole expense as per estimate amounting to Sixty Nine Pounds 3/11 Sterling.

The Committee unanimously agreed to express their decided opinion of the desirableness of having sheds erected and requested the Rector to transmit the minute thereupon to the Education Committee in Edinburgh for their approval with a request that they would decide on the matter at their earliest opportunity in order to have the sheds erected as soon as possible. The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th January, 1855 (page 154)

Free Normal Seminary

Present 

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer.

The Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stevenson, Blackie and Stow. 

Appointment of Mr Hay

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Rector intimated that in conformity with the Authority delegated to them at the meeting held on the 6th. Nov. 1854 Mr. Stow and himself had fixed on Mr. William Hay as a successor to Mr. Blane in the Senior Department. 

Erection of sheds

It was also intimated that the Education Committee, Edinburgh had sanctioned the erection of sheds and that these were now in progress.

Results of examinations

The Rector laid before the Directors the result of last Government Examination from it appeared that of 56 candidates, 46 had been successful. The names of the successful candidates were ordered to be engrossed in the minutes.

Payment of repair accounts

Thereafter Mr. Stevenson submitted to the Meeting a correspondence with the Secretary of the Education Committee, Edinburgh in reference to the payment of the accounts incurred in repairs during the summer. It was agreed to defer the consideration of the subject and that a meeting should be summoned for Monday the 15th. Current, to take the whole matter into consideration. 

Government Examination.

Male Students
Female Students.

30 Competitors
26 Candidates.

Second Class: First Division
Donald McGillivray
Jane Barclay

John Sloan
Catherine Campbell

Malcolm White
Jane Blair Gardner

Second Division
William Alexander
Christina Eaglie

Andrew H. Burgess
Christina McFarlane

James Keir
Amelia Grimmond

Alexander McKenzie
Margaret Wilson

Third Division
Alexander Fraser
Agnes Hutchison

John McAnick.
Violet M. Mitchell

James M F. McBirnie
Agnes Whyte.

James McFarlane

Donald Robertson.

Government Examination

Third Class First Division
Alexander McKenzie
Lillias Bell

Second Division
Barbara Erskine

Andrew Allan
Isabella S. Galbraith

Duncan Clark
Isabella Prodgie

James D. Dale
Georgina L. Seath.

Frederick Lang


Second Division

William McDonald
Mary Austin

John McFarlane
Catherine L. McIlwaine

John Robertson
Christina McPherson

Robert Smith

John Stewart

Third Division


John McAlpine
Margaret Alison

William Porton.
Jane Kerr

Archibald Weir
Christina L. Whyte.

Glasgow, 15th January, 1855 (page 156)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met by special appointment this day at three and were duly constituted – present the Rev. Dr. Smith, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. A. Buchanan, Stevenson, Blackie and Wingate.

Repair accounts

The accounts incurred for repairs, improvements and cleaning the summer vacation were laid on the table. After having been duly examined by T. Brown Esq., Architect and (abstracted?) by Mr. A. Buchanan it was found that the following were extraordinary accounts not included in the ordinary expenditure viz.,


J. Muirhead, Repairing clock.



£ 16. 10.  6


J. Christie, Cassock.




   55.   -    -


Geo. Edward, School Clocks.



     8. 10.  –


Painting whole Seminary



  140.  -     -


Small and Barnet weights.



     97.  -    -


Leadbetter & Co. Plumbers.



    56.  8.  6


T. & M. Richmond furniture.



     17.  -   -









£390.  9    -

It was stated by Mr. A. Buchanan that the painting alone had been done by estimate, but that the other operations had been done superintended by Mr Bevins.

The following extract minute of the Education Committee dated at Edinburgh on the 14th. Nov. 1854 and confirmed at a meeting held on the 19th. of that month was thereafter laid before the table.

“The Committee agreed to express their earnest desire that in order to avoid the inconvenience of having their financial liabilities increased without their knowledge, the Glasgow Normal School Committee will be so good as in future not to increase any expenses beyond the authorized outlay, on account of the Normal School without the knowledge and concurrence of the Education Committee.

The Committee are of opinion that it would be more satisfactory to pay the Glasgow Normal School fees directly to the General Treasurer of the Free Church than to retain them as is now done in part payment of the expenses of the school.”

In accordance with the foregoing extract Minute the Committee agreed that henceforth the Rector shall hand over to the local Treasurer of the Institution all sums received on account of schools fees and to be by him transmitted the General Treasurer of the Free Church and at the same time reported to the Secretary of the Education Committee. 

In regard to the ordinary current expenditure it was agreed that all sums duly authorized be examined and docketed by Mr. A. Buchanan and handed to Mr. Stevenson who will transmit these monthly to Edinburgh and pay them on receipt of money from Secretary.

It was unanimously agreed that the following rule should be adopted regarding all expenditure in regard the ordinary authorized outlay and such that in future no sum beyond Five Pounds Sterling should be expended by the Glasgow Normal School Committee without the cause in writing of the Education Committee first obtained with that in the case of any repairs, improvements and which sum exceed the sum of Five Pounds Sterling all enterprises, improvements, whether ordinary or extraordinary shall be effected by estimate and that no change whatever shall be allowed on the place and specification of the accepted estimate until such change has been submitted to the consideration of the Education Committee. 

It was further resolved to transmit to the Education Committee regularly as soon as convenient after each meeting, all the minutes of the Glasgow Normal School Committee.

The Rector reported that this being quarter day was the first day on which the new scale of fees came into operation and that notwithstanding the increase in the fees, the demand for admission so great that all vacancies were filled up before 12 o’clock. 

Glasgow, 5th February, 1855 (page 160)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Rev. Dr. Brown, the Rev. William Onnich, Messrs. A. Buchanan, Stow, Blackie and Stevenson.

The Minutes of last meeting as amended by the Education Committee in Edinburgh were read and approved of.

Resignation of Mr Helmore

The Rector laid before the meeting the resignation of Mr. Helmore, Music Master which was accepted and Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Brown, Messrs. Stow, Stevenson and A. Buchanan were appointed on Committee to correspond with Mr. Landreth, City Organist, with power to appoint him if they see fit as Music Master.

Glasgow, 27th March, 1855 (page 161)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

The Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. William Arnott, Rev. W. Fraser of Paisley, Messrs. Stow and A. Buchanan.

Appointment of Mr Landreth

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Sub-Committee appointed at last meeting to look out for a Music Master reported that they have agreed to appoint Mr. Landreth. Their appointment was confirmed. 

Glasgow, 11th June, 1855 (page 161)

Free Normal Seminary 

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer – Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Candlish, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Dr. Brown, the Rev. William Onnich, the Rev. William Fraser, the Rev. Robert Thargeson, Messrs. Stow, Stevenson, Blackie and H. Brown.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Chemical and other apparatus

Thereafter the Committee proceeded to examine a list of Chemical and other apparatus which had been selected from lists furnished by the Committee of Council. The list was approved of and the Rector was instructed after obtaining the sanction of the Education Committee to forward it along with plans, specification and estimate of combined to London and to apply for a grant in terms of the Minutes of the Committee of Council payments of the Cabinet were appreciated.

Appointment of Rev David Smith and Mr Peter Mackay

Taking into consideration the increase in the number of Students, the extension of the period of training from one to two years and the desireableness of maintaining the (industrial?) Department in a state of the greatest efficiency possible, the Committee resolve to nominate the Rev. David Smith, at present Classical Tutor in the Seminary and Mr. Peter McKay at present Mathematical Tutor as Lecturers in terms of the minute dated 20th August 1853 on condition of their being sustained after examination by the Committee of Council and in order to meet the requirements of the Committee of Council the Committee agreed to recommend to the Education Committee to approve of this nomination and to grant the Rev. David Smith and Mr. Peter McKay an additional sum of Forty Six Pounds 1/- each, making their salaries respectively One Hundred and Fifty Pounds Sterling and to authorize that this arrangement shall commence from the 15th. Day of Aug: pressing.

Role and appointment of the Lady Superintendent

The Committee thereafter proceeded to consider the state of the Industrial Department and after mature deliberation resolved to recommend that this department in its present form should be discontinued (?) and that the Lady Superintendent and should hereafter be occupied in teaching only those branches which specially come under the province of a female, and that a considerable portion of her time should be devoted exclusively to the Female Students.

Considering that Mrs. Chamberlain is now too far advanced in life to carry out this change efficiently it was resolved to recommend that her services be discontinued but in consideration of her long and faithful service, and moreover of the circumstances that the (request?) an annuity of Thirty Pounds when she became a teacher of the Institution and also that along with her the Seminary receive a grant of £1000 the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend that a retiring allowance of Fifty Pounds per annum be granted her payable half yearly at Martinmas and Whitsunday. A sub-committee consisting of the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. William Fraser, Mr. Stow and the Rector was appointed to take steps to procure a duly gentrified and suitable person to be approved of by the Education Committee for the office of Lady Superintendent whose salary shall be limited at first to £60 a year. 

It was also resolved to recommend that the Services of Mr. Landreth, Music Master should be discontinued at the end of the present session and the Sub-Committee of above names was appointed to look for a successor to be approved by the Education Committee and at a salary of £50 per annum.

Glasgow, 2nd July, 1855 (page 164)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Smyth, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Will Fraser, Messrs. Stow and Blackie.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

It was intimated that the Education Committee had sustained? approval of the changes recommended at last meeting.

Use of accommodation

The Committee in view of these changes agreed as a matter of (?) that the Model School should be transferred to the room in which Sewing had hitherto been taught and that henceforth the Sewing should be taught in the large classroom belonging to the Initiatory Department. It was also agreed to connect one of the rooms of the Model School into a laboratory and that the other should be used, as a classroom for the Students and in order to this the Rector was instructed to have the gallery taken down.

Glasgow, 13th August, 1855 (page 165)
Free Church Normal School
Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. William Fraser, Messrs. A. Buchanan and Stow.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Appointment of Mrs Margaret Clark as Lady Superintendent

The sub-committee appointed at the meeting held on the 11th of (March?June?) reported that after mature deliberation they had resolved to recommend to the office of Lady Superintendent Mrs. Margaret Clarke, a lady who had been trained in the Seminary and who was well qualified for filling that office. The reports were submitted and the Committee unanimously resolved to recommend to the Education Committee to sanction this appointment in terms of the minute date 11th June.

Confirmation of appointment of Mr Landreth

The same sub-committee also reported that after full consideration and having had many conferences with Mr. Landreth they had resolved to recommend that he should continued in his present office. The report was sustained and the Committee unanimously resolved to recommend to the Education Committee to sanction this appointment.

Sub-committee appointed to erect sheds

A Committee consisting of Messrs. A. Buchanan, Henderson and Stow. Mr. Buchanan Convenor were appointed to examine the accounts of Mr. Morgan for work done in connection with the erection of sheds, and to report and Mr. Stevenson was authorized to pay Mr. Morgan the sum of £60 pounds.

Purchase of views of Italian buildings

The Committee on the recommendation of C. H. Wilson Esq., Superintendent of the School of Art who teaches drawing to the Students resolves to purchase 12 photographs of building with views in (Italy?) the price of each being 6/6.

Additional salary for Mr MacKay

The Committee agreed to bring under the notice of Education Committee the fact that Mr. MacKay had given his undivided services to the Seminary during last session and had only received his former allowance of (9?) from March. Considering that Mr. MacKay gave up private teaching, by which he realised a considerable sum the Committee agrees to recommend strongly that his increase for last session should be made up to £150.
Bursaries awarded

The Committee thereafter proceeded to consider the reports of the Rector and Lecturers on the examination papers of Candidates for bursaries for admission and after mature deliberation agreed to (include?) subjects to the approval of the Education Committee. 
Bursaries of £20 to

· Francis Provan

· James S. Kerr

And of £15 to

· William Douglas

· John Phey

· Alexander Bell

· John B. Tunnock

· Thomas Andrew

· Robert Davidson

· James Laing

· John McLauchlan

· Robert Thomson

And of £10 to

· John Dunlop

· John Galbraith

· Angus Galbraith

· Hugh McLeod

· James Munro

· Thomas King

· Robert Collins

· James Laurence

· Dennis McCormick.

And to admit the following young men
Robert Cunningham

Alexander Pollock 
And the following young women.
	· Elizabeth Copeland
	· Isabella McCue

	· Margaret Johnston
	· Anne Moodie

	· Margaret Reid
	· Agnes McAlister

	· Anne Healey
	· Jessie C. Smith

	· Mary Wilson
	· Marion Hunter

	· Mary Mayor
	· Rose McNab

	· Elizabeth Scott
	· Isabella McIntosh

	· Ellison Slater
	· Flora McPhee

	· Margaret Kelly
	· Mary Reid


The Rector intimated that the Committee of Council had nominated 34 Queen’s Scholars whose names were ordered to be engrossed.

Queen’s Scholarships renewed – Males.

Robert McCash.

Farquhar McRae


David McLauchlan.

James Cameron

John McMillan

George Small

James Miller

William Nawie

George Allan

John Ruthven

William Forbes

John Rae

William Thomson

William Taylor

Edward McKinnon

Queen’s Scholarships renewed – Female

Janet Gardiner

Elizabeth McInnes

Helen Robertson

Queen’s Scholarships to students of one year 



David Andrews




John Mathieson




Robert Kerr




Robert A. Allen

Queen’s Scholarships for 1st year: First Class

John Bruce, Cupar Angus F. C. School

John Taylor, Glasgow F. C. Normal

David D. Fraser, Nairn F. C. School

Quintin Kerr, New Cumnock F. C. School

John McMurchy, Campbeltown F. C. School

Hugh McMaster, Glasgow Free Tron

James Colin Fraser, Daviot F. C. School

Queen’s Scholarships for 1st year: Second Class

William Stirton, Perth Free (West?)

James Fraser, Callander F. C. School

James Mitchell, Newton on Ayr, F. C. School

Queen’s Scholarships to Females of one year’s standing.

Jane Lindsay

Isabella Lazne

Students and pupils on roll

The Rector reported the number of children on the roll to be 821 and of students 91-55 Males and 36 Female.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 3rd September, 1855 (page 171)
Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, The Rev. Dr. Brown and Mr. Allan Buchanan.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.

Repair accounts

The Sub-committee, appointed at last meeting examine Mr. Morgan’s account, reported that the account now present exceeded the amount agreed to be expended as for the original estimate by the sum of Thirty Four Pounds. And further that several additional repairs appear to have been made and estimated for and not ordered.

The Committee agreed to decline at present to pay any sum beyond the original estimate and instruct the Sub-Committee to ascertain under which circumstances the estimate came to be departed from.

Student and pupil numbers

The Rector reported that the number of children in attendance was 821 and of students 91- 55 Male and 36 female.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th October, 1855 (page 172) 
Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. D. Brown, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. William Onnich, Messrs. A. Buchanan, Stevenson, Stow and Blackie.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.

Repair accounts

The Sub-Committee appointed to examine the accounts incurred in the erection of sheds, reported that the Asphalt work for flooring had been overlooked by the Architect, when obtaining estimates and that the beams for supporting the roof were found showing the course of erection to be too far ahead and accordingly more were put in than were estimated for these grounds the expense of the sheds exceeded the sum originally agreed to be expended.

The Committee approved of the report and was ordered to be inserted on the Minutes.

Application on behalf of Miss McNair

An application from the Trustees of the late Mr. Hamilton of Port Glasgow was then laid before the meeting in favour of Miss McNair, residing in Port Glasgow and seeking admission to the Seminary in terms of the agreement entered into between Mr. Hamilton’s Trustees and the Committee of Directors. The application was sustained and the Rector was instructed to intimate this to Mr. Hamilton’s Trustees.

Application from Miss Wharnie

A similar application was also made on behalf of Miss. Wharnie, residing with her parents in 36 York Street, Glasgow. The Committee agreed to sustain the application, but only on the grounds that 8 free pupils from Port Glasgow were not now attending the Seminary and reserved to themselves the right of determining the attendance of Miss Wharnie, should the required number of free pupils residenters in Port Glasgow claim admission.

Changes to Queen’s Scholars arrangements

The Rector thereafter brought under the notice of the Meeting, several alterations in the minutes of the Committee of Council on Education, bearing on Training schools. The Committee of Council have thrown open Queen’s Scholarships open to all students male and female of one year’s standing who are over 20 years of age. They have also materially diminished the grants paid to the Authorities of Training schools on behalf of students who obtain certificates of merit. 

The amounts of the Scholarship is also increased and after January 1856 the Scholarships will be for Students of the first year, £23 and £27 respectively according as they are of the second or first class and for students of the Second year £23 and £29. In the case of female students of the first year they are £17 and £20 and of the second year £17 and £21.

Taking these things into consideration the Committee agreed to suggest to the Education Committee of the Free Church

1st. That students be not admitted to compete for bursaries until they are over 19 years of age. This age is in itself more suitable than 17 the age at which students are at present admitted. Moreover at the end of the first year’s training such students would be eligible to compete for Queen’s Scholarship and so the expenditure incurred by bursaries would be materially lessened.

2nd. That immediate intimate of this change be given in the Missionary record and in which ever other way the Education Committee deemed fit.

3rd. That after the present session a fee be exacted from all Queen’s Scholars – the fee to be two guineas for the first year training and one guinea for the second.

The Rector reported the number of children on the roll to be 862 and the number of students in attendance to be 94.

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Glasgow, 5th November, 1855 (page 175)
Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted – sederunt the Rev. White and Onnich, Messrs. Stow and Blackie.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 
Additional salaries for Mr Boyd and Mr Donaldson

Thereafter on the recommendation of Mr. Stow it was unanimously agreed to recommend to the Education Committee in Edinburgh to add £15 to the salaries of Mr. Boyd and Mr. Donaldson respectively.

Government examination

The Rector laid before the meeting the names of three students who passed the Government Examination. They were ordered to be engrossed in the Minutes. The number of male Candidates were 41.

Male Students of Second Year.

Malcolm White, 2nd Class 
John McLaren, 3rd Class

James Kerr, 3rd Class

Robert Smith, 3rd. Class
Male Students of first year.

Robert McCosh, 1st Class, 
Farquhar McCrae, 1st Class

James Miller, 1st Class
Glasgow, 3rd March, 1856 (page 177)
Free Normal Seminary
Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. William Onich, Mssrs. Blackie, Stow and Buchanan. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.  Thereafter the Rector laid before the meeting the following letter from Mr. David Donaldson, Master of the Model School.

Increase in salary for Mr David Donaldson

The Normal Seminary,

Glasgow 14 Feb. 1856.

My dear Sir  
When appointed to the Mastership of the Mixed School of this Seminary, I understood the terms of my engagement were – £80 a year for two years; within that period I should not accept any engagement elsewhere, but with the consent of the Committee of Management; and in return, my salary would then be raised to £100 a year. Have I understood the terms aright? My reason for asking this is, nearly two years and a half are elapsed since the engagement was entered into, and my salary is not yet increased. Your attention to the above will oblige, my dear Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Signed, D. Donaldson.

T. Morrison Esq.

The Committee instructed the Rector to intimate to Mr. Donaldson that they consider his view of the service of his engagement to be correct and they agreed to transmit the letter and their finding to the Education Committee, Edinburgh for their approbation. 

The Rector also laid before the meeting a letter from Dr. Book, the Teacher of French, requesting the Committee to commute his receipts from fees for a fixed annual allowance. The Committee instructed the Rector to obtain from Dr. Book a statement of his charge for one hour’s daily instruction during the year and to report to next meeting.

The Committee agreed on the recommendation of the Trustees of the late Mr. Hamilton to admit Miss Flora Davie and Miss Falconer to the Seminary on the conditions specified in the deed of bequest.

The Committee resolved to request the Free Presbytery of Glasgow to fix Thursday the 20th. First as the day of Presbyterial examination. 

Glasgow, 21st April, 1856 (page 179)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Sederant the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, The Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stow, H. Brown and Blackie.

Dr Book’s salary

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved of. The Committee in reference to the application by Dr. Book regarding a fixed salary resolved that they did not see any reason to depart from the course which had been hitherto pursued in this matter and they accordingly declined to accede to the request.  The Committee ordered the fact of the examination having been held on the 20th. March to be engrossed on the Minutes.

Lady Superintendent for the Industrial School

Thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the condition of the Industrial Department and the changes that may be requisite in consequence of the retiring of Mrs. Clark the present Lady Superintendent. The Rector intimated that the experience of this session had clearly shown that one person is not capable of discharging all the duties required of the Lady Superintendent and the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the Education Committee, Edinburgh, the appointment of an Assistant to the Lady Superintendent, the chief part of whose duty should be to teach sewing to the children attending the practicing schools, while the Lady Superintendent in addition to the general oversight would confine herself more particularly to the Female Students and Pupil Teachers.

Grant to Mr Adam

The Committee unanimously agreed to grant to Mr. Adam in addition to the Sum Stipulated the balance of the money received from the Committee of Council for instructing the Pupil Teachers remaining after deducting Fifty Pounds paid over to the Treasurer.  This was done in acknowledgement of his services in their behalf and of the success with which he has taught them and from the likelihood which exists of this being the last year during which he will teach them under the present arrangement.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 5th May, 1856 (page 181)
The Normal Seminary
Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Sederant the Rev. Dr. Smythe, the Rev. William Onich, Messrs. Stevenson, Blackie, Stow and Dr. Buchanan.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 
Appointment of Rev David Smith and Mr George Adam

The Rector intimated that the Revd David Smith (llct?) had been appointed by the Committee of Council as Lecturer on English Literature and Mr. George Adam as Lecturer on Geography.

In consequent of the appointments and with a view to the greater efficiency of the Normal Department and at the same to relieve the Rector from the undue amount of teaching which at present he has to undertake whereby he is unable to give a due charge of attention to the general superintendence of the whole Seminary. The Committee unanimously came to the following resolutions and instructed the Rector to transmit them to the Education Committee in Edinburgh for their approval and sanction that Mr. Adams be relieved from the charge of the Senior Department of the Practising Schools and be attached to the Normal Department and give instruction to the students in Geography and History, and that he should still continue to give instruction to the Pupil Teachers for at least one hour and a half daily, but that he shall receive no part of the gratuity allowed on account of this instruction. That Mr. David Donaldson at present master of the village school be transferred to the Senior Department.

That Mr. Boyd at present second master in the Juvenile Department be transferred to the village school and that Mr. Nicholson along with an Assistant whose salary shall not exceed Fifty Pounds undertake the whole charge of the Juvenile School.
Along with this Minute the Rector was instructed to transmit to the Education Committee, a Statement of the expense which the changes above mentioned would amount to.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow 4th August, 1856 (page 183)
The Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt Messrs. Stow, H. Brown, A. Buchanan and N. Stevenson in the chair.

Appointment of Mrs Hood, Mrs Abbot and Mr Posh

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and the Rector having intimated that the Education Committee Edinburgh have sanctioned the arrangements proposed at the meetings held respectively on the 21st. April and 5th. May, the Committee unanimously agreed to (re?) the following appointments;

Mrs. Hood to be lady superintendent.

Mrs. Abbot to be industrial mistress.

And Mr. M. Posh to be second master in the Juvenile Department.

All salaries of £60, £30 and £50 respectively.

Appointment of Dr James Coram

According to instruction received from the Education Committee Edinburgh the Committee unanimously agreed to appoint Dr. James Coram, Medical Attendant of the Students at a salary of £15 per annual.

Hire of pianos

The Committee authorized the Rector to hire two pianos for a month and to request the sanction of the Education Committee to purchase two instruments for the use of the Seminary.   (in margin ‘Piano granted 16th. Sept.’)

It was intimated by the Rector that he had received instructions from Edinburgh regarding an annual grant from the Education Committee towards the purchase of prizes for the children attending the practising schools. As the Committee deem the giving of prizes objectionable it was agreed to request liberty to expend the grant on the purchase of books for the library.  (In margin…. Prizes objectionable R.R.R.)

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 12th August, 1856 (page 184)
The Normal Seminary
Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederant: the Rev. William Ornich in the chair, Mr. Stevenson and the Rector.

Award of bursaries

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Rector submitted a report prepared by him and the Trustees on the examination papers of Candidates for Bursaries and for admission. After considering this report the Committee agreed to (recommend?) that bursaries of the value undernoted be granted to the following young men.

Bursary of £20 to

· Alexander Mc Dougall

Bursary of £15 to

· Angus Galbraith

· John Dunlop

· James Cameron

· John McTaggart.

Bursary of £10 to

· James Allan

· Duncan Donaldson

· David Hodge                                                                
· William Kerr                                                                
· John McLaren                                                              

· David Neilson

· Donald Black

(In margin….Bursers)

Admissions

The Committee also agreed to recommend the admission of the following young men:-

· John Moray    (& Thomas Reid…

· David Walker (John Clift….. added in different hand
And the following young women.

Christine Baillie  
Margaret Connachie

Margaret Binning  
Jane Crawford

Agnes Campbell  
Flora Davie

Sophia P. Clark  
Isabella Dickson

Clara Donaldson 
Anne Moir

Eliza Duncanson 
Grace Murdoch

Jessie Freeland 
Morag Nelson

Sarah Hallawell. 
Jessie Pettigrew

Margaret Harvie 
Sarah Patterson

Mary Hutchison 
Jessie Patterson

Agnes Little 
Agnes E. Riddle

Jessie McCarthur 
Agnes Ronald

Jane McCorkle 
Jane Rawand.

Elizabeth McDonald 
Agnes E. Scott

Margaret McMorachan
Isabella Shaw

Elizabeth S. McLeish
Christina Thomson

Sarah McNeur
Georgina Waddel

Christina Miller
Agnes Wilson

Christina Mitchell
Agnes Kennedy & Jessie (Paterson?)

(In margin Admitted)

The Rector intimated that in addition to the foregoing there have been appointed to the Seminary 47 Queen’s Scholars whose names were ordered to be engrossed.

1. Queen’s Scholars of the 2nd. Year – Males.

Alexander Bell
James Fergusson

Francis Brown
David D. Fraser

John Bruce
James L. Fraser

Robert Collins
John Galbraith

Simon Colquhoun
James Lawrence

James Craig
Quintin Kerr

Robert Cunningham
Hugh McDiarmaid.

Hugh McMaster
William Stuton

John McMurchy
John Taylor

James Mitchell
John B. Tennach

2. Queen’s Scholars of 2nd. Year.   Females.

Emma Fernie
Mary Major

Marian McIndoe Johnson
Anne Moodie

Margaret Kelly
Eliza Murray

Margaret Leckie
Mary Reid

Isabella McIvor
Elizabeth Scott

Rosa C. McNab
Jessie C. Smith

3.  Queen’s Scholars of the first year.    Males.

Alexander Anderson
Gilbert S. Mitchell

Robert Brown
Hugh Munro

John Dunlop
John Navin

James Giffen
John Shaw

Alexander Liddell
John Stacker

William McCracken
Andrew Thomson

Peter McDougall
James Toward

4. Queen’s Scholars of first year. Females.

Barbara Allardyce

The Rector also reported that the following students neither Bursar’s nor Queen’s Scholars have returned for a second session.

1. Students of Second year.


Thomas Haig

2. Female Students of Second year.

Eliza Copeland
Margaret Neil

Marion Hunter
Agnes Steven.

And Mary Wilson

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Transmission 9th. Sept.   

16th. Oct. written in margin.
Glasgow, 3rd November, 1856 (page 188)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Sederunt the Dr. Smyth, Rev. W. Onich, Rev. R. Brennan, Messrs. Stevenson, Blackie, & Stow.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Applications

Thereafter the Rector intimated that the Second quarter of the Session had commenced, that there had been 74 applications for admission but that only 9 of these could be sustained on account of the numbers already in attendance. 

Quarter-day in margin.

Number of pupils

The whole number of pupils in attendance was reported to be.


Initiation Depart.


207


Juvenile     “  “



293


Senior       “  “  


232


Model
      “  “



142



Total


874

Alternative in margin.

The number of Music pupils was reported as 43 and of Students as 110 – of whom 4 females were sent by the War Department to be trained in the Initiation Department as Regimental School Mistresses for (military?) schools. 

Examination results

The Rector reported that by the Class-List of the Governments examination held in June it appeared that of 88 students who were examined 82 were sustained. The sum allowed the Training School on their account was reported as £1173.6.8.

The names of the successful students were ordered to be engrossed on the Minutes.

Males of the Second Year First Class

Mc Park Robert

McRae Farquhar

Miller James

Ruthven John

Males of the Second Year Second Class

Allan George 

Douglas William

Kerr James P

Mc Milllan John 

Matheseon John

Rae John

Lionel George

Males of the Second Year Third Class

Andrew David


Cameron James

Davidson Robert

Forbes William

Kerr Robert 
McLauchlan David

Pahey John 

Taylor William

Thomson William

Walker Robert

Males of the First Year First Class

Brown Francis 

Bruce John 

Fraser David D

Males of the First Year Second Class

Collins Robert


Craig James

Cunningham Robert

Fraser James S


Kerr Quintius?


McDiarmaid Hugh

McMaster Hugh

McInverley? John

Mitchell James 

Stirtoun William

Taylor John

Males of the First Year Third Class

Andrew Thomas

Bill Alexander

Dunlop John

Fergusson James

Galbraith Angus

Galbraith John

Hannah Adam 

McLauchlan John

Tennant John B

Schedule

Colquhoun ?

Lawrence James

Thomson Robert

Females of the Second Year First Class

Laird Robina

Robertson Ellen

Females of the Second Year Second Class

Abbot Jane

Brown Christina 

Dunbar Agnes

Gardiner Janet 

Lindsay Jane B.

McInnes Elizabeth

Walker Jane Gordon

Females of the Second Year Third Class

Balderston Agnes

Females of the First Year First Class

Murray Eliza

Females of the First Year Second Class

Clark Christina






Copeland Eliza






Fernie Eunice S






Graham Isabella





Hastie Anna





Johnson Marion Mcindoe





MacIvor Isabella B





McNab Rosa C.






Major Mary




Miller Jane.





Moodie Anne





Reid Margaret

Reid Mary

Wilson Mary 

Females of the First Year Third Class

Kelly Margaret T.

Reekie Margaret 

McGregor Margaret

Scott Elizabeth

Smith Jessie C.

Schedule

Cameron Mary





Douglas Janet






McIntosh Isabella          

Gibson Helen L.

Hunter Marion T.

(84 written after this name)

Purchase of books and materials

The Rector reported that there were several books necessary for the library and several maps, diagrams, models and which would be of much service in the Normal Department. The Committee unanimously agreed to request from the Education Committee a donation of £20 to be expended by the Rector for this purpose.

Additions to the Janitor’s house

Messrs. Stevenson, Buchanan, Stow and the Rector were appointed a Committee to consider how some additions might be made to the Janitor’s house.

Increase in staff salaries

Mr. Stow gave notice at that next meeting he would propose that the Salaries of Mr. Caughie, Mr. Boyd and Mr. Donaldson should be increased respectively from £220 and £100 to £250 and £120. 

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 12th January, 1857 (page 192)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committtee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. J. G. Lorimer D.D., The Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. G. Philip, Rev. D. McGregor, Rev. John Thomason, Paisley, Messrs. Stow, A. Buchanan and H. Brown.

Appointment of Drawing Master

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved – thereafter the Rector intimated that as the Glasgow School of Art was unable to supply the services of a Drawing Master for the length of time required by increased number of students, and by their classification and according to the year of their attendance rendered necessary by recent Minutes of Council, a master had been appointed by the Department of Science and Art, who was attached to the Glasgow School of Art, but bound to give his services to the Seminary for whatever length of time they might be required. The terms were Five Pounds per annum for one lesson per week. It was found that not less than ten hours per week would suffice for the Students and Pupil Teachers, thus entailing an outlay of Fifty pounds per annum. It had been deemed advisable to give instruction in this branch to the more advanced scholars and at present they received two hours per week for which it was resolved to charge 2/6 per quarter, which far more than covers all the outlay. The Rector was instructed to employ the Drawing Master for as many additional hours as from time to time might be found requisite, on the distinct understanding that the amount drawn from fees always covered the outlay.

Regimental Schoolmistresses

The Rector reported that the Secretary of War had sent 6 females to be trained for 6 months as Regimental Schoolmistresses. The terms allowed by the Department are £20 each for the 6 months for which sum they are to be boarded and trained. It was found that all the expenses connected with boarding them would not amount to more than £16 each thus amounting being a balance of £4 each in favour of the Seminary. The Department does not pay the allowance until end of the period of training and as it is necessary to pay the board monthly it was agreed to suggest that the Rector should draw on the Education Committee monthly for the sum required, and should pay over to the Committee the allowance as it falls due.

Additional teacher of piano

The Rector intimated that the number of pupils applying for Music was greater than could be overtaken by the Lady Superintendent. The Committee, on the recommendation of Mr. Stow and the Rector agreed to request her sister to undertake the teaching of such pupils in return to receive simply the fees of such additional pupils.

Piano in margin.

Student and pupil numbers 

The attendance of Students was reported as 112 and of children as follows.


Initiator Department

224


Juvenile


292


Senior



237


Model



146



Total

899

Increase in staff salaries

Thereafter Mr. Stow pursuant to notice given moved as follows. That they agree to recommend the Education Committee Edinburgh to add Thirty pounds to the salary of Mr. David Caughie of the Initiation Department, and Twenty Pounds to the salaries of Mr. David Donaldson of the Senior School and Mr. Edmund Boyd of the Model School respectively. 

The Committee after mature deliberation unanimously agreed to the recommendation and to suggest, in the case of Mr. Caughie, the following among other reasons – his long and faithful service of upwards of 30 years – his importance to the Institution and especially as an acknowledgement of his services in the cause of his faith Education: and in the case of Messrs. Donaldson and Boyd, the following among other reasons – they entered the Seminary on low salaries in the faith of these being increased from time to time – they have, during the present session, been transferred to new departments, involving greater responsibility – they have conducted there departments to the entire satisfaction of the Committee – the salaries attached to the position they now hold have always been £150 and there is no reason why they should not receive that salary in course of time, according as they give evidence of their ability – the extreme desirableness of putting them in such a position as would prevent them from leaving their present situation and the fact that the great majority of the teachers of the Congregational Schools in Glasgow realize a far higher income, although in no respect better qualified. 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Glasgow, 9th February, 1857 (page 196)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. Robert Buchanan D.D., Rev. J. G. Lorimer D. D. Rev. R. Bremner, Rev. G. Philip, Messrs. Keddie & Blackie.

Appointment of Drawing Master

The Minutes of last meeting were approved of and thereafter the Rector laid before the meeting a letter from the Secretary of the Education Committee, sanctioning the Minute of date the 12th. January 1857 in so far as it referred to the Appointment of a Drawing Master to Regimen the Schoolmistresses and to instrumental music such intimating that, when new drawing classes are to be formed the Rector should obtain the sanction of the Glasgow Committee in each individual case and that the matter of the increase of salaries had been referred to a Committee.

Purchase of Drawing and Geological apparatus

The Rector was authorized to obtain a few additional drawing copies from the Department of Science and Art and also to obtain a table with glass cover for the Museum, for the purpose of holding Geological specimens in the Seminary.

Need for additional accommodation

The Rector intimated that, owing to the increase in the number of Students and in the number of classes there was an almost imperative need of additional accommodation.

It was agreed to request the Architect to examine and report upon the possibility of increasing the accommodation.

Annual Examination

The Committee agreed to request the Rev. the Free Church Presbytery of Glasgow to appoint the annual public examination to be holden on Thursday the 26th. Day of March.

Student and pupil numbers

The attendance of students was reported as 112 and of children as follows:-





Initiatory Dep.

169





Juvenile     “

288





Senior
      “

230





Model       “

144





Total

831

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 9th March, 1857 (page 198)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Mr. Philip and Mr. Stow.

Renting of additional accommodation

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter Mr. Stow reported that it was found impossible to obtain any ground for building purposes; but that some shops could be obtained in the Arcade adjoining the playground of the Seminary. The Committee, having inspected the grounds agreed to recommend that three of these shops should be rented, which would give a class-room 45 feet long by 27 broad, the rent of the whole being Forty pounds a year.

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Glasgow, 8th June, 1857 (page 199)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Rev. Professor Gibson, the Rev. Mr. Bremner, The Rev. Mr. Philip, Mssrs. D. Stow and Hugh Brown.

Vacation period

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Committee resolved that the vacation of the Practising Schools should commence on Friday the 26th. day of June and should terminate on Monday the 3rd. day of August owing to the fact of the Government Examination being a fortnight later than usual, it was resolved that the Session in the Normal Department should not begin until the 1st. of September.

Renting of additional accommodation sanctioned

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Education Committee, Edinburgh conveying the sanction of the Committee to the renting of the Arcade shops referred to in the Minute of date the 9th. March. The Committee authorized the necessary repairs and fittings up to be made in this new class-room.

Resignation of Peter McKay

The following letter was read Mr. Peter McKay, 

“Free Normal Seminary, 8th. June 1857. Gentlemen, Having been appointed to the Mastership of a school about to be opened in Valparaiso, South America, I beg leave respectfully to resign the situation I at present hold in this Institution. With sincere gratitude for the kindness I have uniformly received at your hands. I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, Peter McKay. To the Directors of the Glasgow Free Normal Seminary.”

The Committee agreed to accept the resignation and to recommend the Education Committee to grant him some acknowledgement of their regard on account of his faithful services, his high character and the salutary influence which he has exercised on the minds of the students during his connection with the Seminary. The Committee agreed to suggest that a present of Twenty pounds should be given him.

Hamilton Scholarship

A letter was read from Mr. Archibald Falconer whose daughter Anne is being educated in the Seminary in terms of the agreement entered into between the Directors and the Trustees of the late Mr. Hamilton, stating that he and his family were removing to Edinburgh and expressing a desire that his daughter might enjoy the same privileges in the Edinburgh Normal Schools as she had enjoyed in Glasgow.

The Committee, on the report of the Rector as to the attainments and character of Anne Falconer agreed to recommend the Edinburgh Normal School Committee to receive her on the same footing as that on which she had been received in Glasgow and at the same time the Committee agreed to ask the consent of the Hamilton’s Trustees to this arrangement.

Names of Committee appointed by the General Assembly

The names of the Committee appointed by the General Assembly as the Glasgow Normal School Committee for the year 1856-57 were ordered to be engrossed in the Minutes.

Glasgow, 22nd June, 1857 (page 202)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Dr. Smythe, the Rev. Professor Gibson, Rev. Robert Bremner, Rev. G. Philip, Rev. W. Onich, the Rev. W. Fraser, Paisley, Mssrs. A. Buchanan, C. Brown, W. Keddie, D. Stow.

State of Latin and English Grammar classes

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter Mr. Morrison read a report embodying the substance of what he had stated at last meeting regarding the state of the Latin and English Grammar classes. The Committee accepted of this as substantially the report verbally submitted at last meeting, and ordered it to be kept in (retention/relentis?). Dr. Lorimer stated that as requested at the last meeting he had communicated with Mr. Smith of the matter referred in the Report. A statement was given in Mr. Smith which was also read to the meeting and ordered to be kept (in relentis?); and thereafter the Committee agreed to defer the further consideration of the matter and to appoint a Sub-Committee to consider the foregoing documents, to obtain the necessary information and to report to a future meeting – the Committee to consist of the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. G. Philip, the Rev. R. Bremner, the Rev. W. Fraser and W. Keddie with Dr. Lorimer as convenor.

Advertisement for teacher of mathematics

The Committee agreed to insert the following advertisement in the Scottish Christian Witness and North British education newspapers – Wanted for the Free Church Normal School Glasgow a teacher of Mathematics and physical science for the Normal Department. The minimum salary is £250 a year - £100 of which is contingent on the ability of the person appointed to pass an examination by the Committee of Council on Education. For particulars parties may apply to the Rector. Applications with 20 copies of testimonials to be lodged with the Rector on or before Saturday the 11th day of July.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 13th July, 1857 (page 203)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Sederant the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Mr. Fraser Paisley, Mssrs. Stow, A. Buchanan and W. Keddie. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Sub-Committee appointed at last meeting gave in an interim report which was sustained and the Committee was re-appointed, and ordered to report finally to next ordinary meeting. It was agreed to defer the consideration of the applications for the vacant Mathematical Mastership until next ordinary meeting. Estimate for making forms for the new class-room were submitted to the meeting and it was agreed to accept the estimate of Mssrs. Small Barnet.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 3rd August, 1857 (page 204)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Sederant the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Dr. Smyth, the Rev. D. Henderson, the Rev W. Onich, the Rev. W. Fraser, Paisley, Mssrs. Stow, Keddie, C. Brown, H. Brown, Stevenson.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Sub-Committee appointed at the meeting held on the 22nd, of June gave in the following report.

Mr Smith's classes

“The Committee, after mature consideration of the documents remitted feel it to be their duty to enquire closely into the arrangement and working of Mr. Smith’s classes.

They accordingly met on June 23rd, 24th, 26th, 30th, July 1st and 6th and examined several parties who had passed through Mr. Smith’s classes. The Committee also heard Mr. Smith teach and examine the Female Students of the first and second years in English grammar and the Male Students of the first year in English Grammar and Classics.

The Committee on receiving the Evidence judged? 

1. 
That there have been classes in which the order was excellent and the Students made satisfactory progress.

2. 
That there have been classes in which the order generally was not compatible with thoroughly efficient teaching.

3. 
That the present arrangements for classes are such as to render it impracticable to teach them efficiently. The Committee refer to Classics being optional in the Government examination to the necessarily limited time allowed for this branch among other branches, and to the higher value given to Arithmetic, Algebra and Mathematics. The Students, burdened with work look chiefly to that which is most available to bear them through their Government Examination. 

4. 
That what the Committee saw of Mr. Smith’s teaching of English Grammar was quite satisfactory, that the Students’ attainments in Latin were not satisfactory.

The Committee, after maturely considering the evidence and giving weight to the testimonies come to Mr. Smith’s professional ability and efficiency as a teacher by such gentlemen as Mr. Carmichael of the High School of Edinburgh, Mr. Wilson, Inspector, Mr. Hislop and others, and also to a paper signed by 46 Male Students of this year, thanking Mr. Smith for the ability with which he prepared them for their Government Examination recommend:

That Mr. Smith continue to conduct the classes as before as Lecturer on English Grammar and as Classical Tutor, subject to such modifications as to hours and as the Rector may see best.

That Mr. Morrison give specific direction to Mr. Smith in writing or otherwise as far as practicable in regard to the work expected in their classes and such hints as he may think necessary for their more efficient management.

That such arrangements be made (with?) Mr. Morrison and Mr. Smith as to text-books in Classics and English as may be thought most conducive to efficiency.

That regard be had to the Certificates which each Student received from his Tutor respecting as to his moral character and general attainments in making up the general certificate of character at the close of his connexion with the Seminary as likely to give each Tutor greater influence over his Students.

That a visiting Committee be appointed not to supersede the Directors but to communicate from time to time with the Rector, to receive from him and consider such reports and suggestions as he might wish to give and to visit regularly the different departments and the Tutors’ Classes.

That on a review of the whole proceedings the Sub-Committee are satisfied that the Rector was fully warranted in calling the attention of the Directors to the conduct of Mr. Smith’s classes and recommend that the evidence be kept in relentis by the visiting Committee that may be appointed” Signed J. G. Lorimer, Convenor.

The report was sustained and ordered to be engrossed on the Minutes and a copy sent to Mr. Smith. It was agreed to appoint the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. R. Bremner, the Rev. G. Philip and Mr. Keddie as a visiting Committee for 6 months from this date.

Candidates for the Mathematical Mastership

The Committee rendered the testimonials of the Candidates for the Mathematical Mastership and were much gratified to find that so many gentlemen of high qualifications had applied. After a full conversation and interchange of opinion it was found that while some members would prefer Mr. George Morrison M.A., the decided preponderance of opinion was in favour of the appointment of the Rev. John Kerr M.A., who was accordingly elected on the usual terms to wit that three months notice be given on either side before any change.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 4th September, 1857 (page 208)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stevenson and C. Brown. Dr. Buchanan in the Chair.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the papers of the Candidates for Bursaries and for Admission. After carefully considering these papers and the reports of the Rector and Lecturer, the Committee agreed to recommend that bursaries of Fifteen pounds be given to the following young men, to wit.


William Kerr
John McLaren


Peter McCaul
Robert G. Howie


David Hodge
Dougal Davidson

 
Donald Black

And Ten pounds to the following


Gustavus Munro
Donald McRae


Samuel Tully
John McFarlane

And to admit the following young women to wit


Agnes Adam
Henrietta Dickson


Louise Babcack
Agnes Fergusson


Marian Bennie
Elizaberth H. Forbes


Annie Biggam
Margaret Fulton


Elizabeth Brown
Margaret Gillespie


Jane Buchanan
Sophia Gordon


Jessie Chalmers
Mary Grickmette


Janet Crop
Elizabeth Gumore


Isabella Denholm
Caroline Hunter 


Marion Hutcheson
Deanna Rae


Marjory Laird
Jessie Ritchie


Anne Liddell
Janet Sim


Annie McDonald
Jane Stewart


Charlotte McIlroy
Mary Thomson


Agnes McLean
Christine Thomson


Mary E. McLeish
Margaret Wallace


Ellen McNab
Elizabeth Walker


Eliza McNab
Agnes A. Wharrie


Marion Martin
Irene Gilmour


Charlotte Norton
Isabella Harvey


Jane Harvey, 
Agnes Muir


Margaret Patterson.

The Education Committee in Edinburgh having resolved to give a few scholarships for a third year to the most promising Students of the Second Year with the view of securing a few young men of high promise and attainments who might be qualified to take the higher educational appointments of the Free Church. The Committee unanimously agreed to recommend the following seven – all members of the Free Church as entitled to such scholarships to wit


Francis Brown




Daniel D. Fraser


Robert Collins




Quintin Kerr


John Dunlop




James Mitchell


William Thomson

The Committee further agreed to recommend that the value of the Scholarships should for this year depend on each Student’s place in the Class List as is the case with the Scholarships granted by the Committee of Council, and further that the Education Committee should previous to the morning session of 1858-59 lay down some general plans according to which Scholarships for a third year shall be granted.

The Rector reported that the Committee of Council had nominated to the following Queens’ Scholars to this Training School for the present session to wit.

Male Queens Scholars of first year.


Peter Alexander
Malcolm McTaggart


James Blair
John Robertson


Allan Cameron
John Shearer


James W. Christie
Arthur Sutherland


James B. Cunningham
William Urquhart


John McArthur
James Uill


John McInnes

Female Queen’s Scholars of first year.


Janet Baird
Mary Johnstone


Mary M. Boyd
Catherine McDonald


Elizabeth Cameron
Janet McNicol


Mary Hodgson
Jane Pattison


Jane Robertson

Male Queen’s Scholars of Second Year.


James Allan

Peter McDougall


Alexander Anderson

Donald McLean


Robert Brown

Gilbert S. Mitchell


James Cameron

Hugh Munro


James Giffen

John Nairn


Alexander Liddell

Thomas Reid.


William McCracken

John Shaw


Alexander McDougall

John Stalker


Andrew Thomson

Female Queen’s Scholars of Second Year.

Barbara Allardyce
Janet Patterson


Sophia P. Clark
Jane Boward


Margaret Connachie
Agnes G. Scott

The following Female Students were reported as having returned for a second year.


Margaret Binning
Elizabeth Mc Leish


Agnes Campbell
Christina Mitchell


Clara Donaldson
Anne Moir


Eliza Dinsmore
Grace Murdoch

Margaret Harvie
Jessie Patterson

Agnes Little
Jessie Pettigrew

Jessie McArthur
Agnes Wilson

James McCorkle
Jessie Porteous

Eliza McDonald
Agnes Kennedy

Isabella Shaw
Jessie Freeland 

Sarah McNair
Margaret McKennachie

Flora Davie.

The Committee agreed to admit Alexander McDiarmaid as a Student for the first year and authorised the Rector to obtain a carpet for the Museum.

The Committee resolved to meet on Monday the 7th. Instant at 10 o’clock to open the Normal Classes and to introduce the Rev. John Kerr.

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 7th September, 1857 (page 212)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met according to appointment and was dully constituted by prayer. Sedurant the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Messrs. Bremner, Philip Fraser Paisley, the Rev. Professor Gibson, Messrs. Blackie and Stow. Dr. Lorimer in the chair.

Mr Donald Black

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. The Committee authorized the Rector to examine Mr. Donald Black, a young man from Iona who had mistaken the day of the Bursary examination and to report to next meeting. 

Opening of the Seminary

Thereafter the Rev. Dr. Lorimer opened the Session of the Normal Department by praise, prayer and reading of the Scriptures. He briefly addressed the Students on their duties and privileges and concluded by introducing the Rev. John Kerr, as Lecturer on Mathematics and Physics. Addresses were delivered by the Rev. Professor Gibson and Rev. Fraser Paisley after which the benediction was pronounced and the proceedings terminated.

Glasgow, 2nd November, 1857 (page 213)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sedurant the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Mr. Fraser of Paisley, Messrs. Stevenson, Blackie and Stow.

Mr Donald Black

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Committee on the report of the Rector agreed to recommend that a bursary of Fifteen Pounds be granted to Donald Black. 

Staff salaries

The Education Committee having fixed the maximum salary of all the teachers in the Seminary and having left it to the Glasgow Committee to determine when the salaries should be advanced to their maximum it was unanimously agreed to grant for the current year salaries of £135 to Mr. Hutcheson, Mr. Donaldson and Mr. Boyd, Head Masters respectively of the Juvenile, Senior and Model Departments, and, at the same time, if was resolved that the salaries of these gentlemen should be advanced to the maximum of £150 in the year commencing 15th. August 1858 – the salary of Mr. Hutcheson being advanced to this one quarter sooner than those of Mr. Donaldson and Mr. Boyd, inasmuch as his connection with the Seminary has been of longer standing than that of the two latter. It was also agreed that the Salary of Mrs. Abbot, the Industrial Mistress should be £40 per annum.

Student health

Dr. Adam, Medical Officer of the Institution gave in a report on the health of the Students during Session 1856-57, which was considered highly satisfactory and the Rector was instructed to draw his salary for the past session. 

Application under Hamilton Scholarship

An application from the Trustees of the late Mr. Hamilton of Port Glasgow on behalf of William Urquhart, a Student from that town was given in, and sustained, and William Urquhart ordered to be admitted as a free Student in terms of the agreement entered into between Mr. Hamilton’s Trustees and the Committee.

Death of John McInnes

The Rector reported the death of John McInnes, a Student from Iona – Considering the circumstances of his parents, the promising character of the deceased, it was unanimously resolved to recommend the Education Committee to defray the expenses of his funeral which had to be conducted in Glasgow under the superintendence of the Rector owing to the inability of any of the friends of the deceased being present. The sum amounts to

HMI Inspection

A correspondence with the Committee of Council in reference to the Minute of 24th. April 1857 was laid on the table and it was unanimously agreed to request their Lordships to instruct Her Majesty’s Inspector to examine the Training School with special reference to that Minute.

Introduction of Torrie Sol-Fa System

There was laid upon the table a Memorial from the Glasgow Branch of the Scottish Vocal Association urging the propriety of giving the Torrie Sol-Fa System of Teaching to sing a trial in the Seminary. After mature consideration it was unanimously resolved to accede to the prayer of the Memorial and the Rector was instructed to take measures to see the resolution carried into effect.

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th February, 1858 (page 216)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederant the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. W. Fraser Paisley and Mr. Stow.

Seminary accounts

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Meeting appointed Mr. Colin Brown to audit the Seminary Accounts in room of Mr. Allan Buchanan, who, from continued indisposition, is unable to attend to this duty.

The Rector laid before the meeting copies of the correspondence which had taken place between the Committee of Council and the Education Committee of the Free Church in reference to the change in the time of the Certificate Examination and the proposals there? It was agreed to accept of their Lordships proposals, subject to such modification as the Education Committee may succeed in getting introduced. In consideration of the change in the date of the Students’ Examination, it was agreed to postpone the Presbyterial Examination of the Practising Schools until the close of the Session in ?

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 11th March, 1858 (page 217)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer – Sederant the Rev. DR. Smyth, the Rev. Mr. Bremner, the Rev. Mr. Phillip, the Rev. Professor Douglas, Messrs. Stow and Colin Brown.

Changes in timing of students’ examination

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter the Committee agreed formally to accept the proposals of their Lordships of the Committee of Council on Education anent the change in the time of the Students’ Examination for Certificates, and the Rector was instructed to enter on the Minutes, as usual, the names of those Students who, taking advantage of the proposals referred to, enter the Training School at this time.

Improvement of student library

Representations from the Lecturers of the Normal School were laid before the Committee to the effect that there was great need of having the Students Library supplied gradually with some of the Standard works of reference on the various subjects of instruction taught, and, for this purpose, it was unanimously agreed to ask the Education Committee to allow annually the same sum as is allowed in the Edinburgh Normal School for Prizes. A list of works on Literature and Grammar was submitted to the meeting by the Rev. David Smith, and the Rector was instructed to transmit a copy of it to the Secretary of the Education Committee, along with this Minute.

Materials for Science and Art

The Rector was instructed to apply to the Department of Science and Art for aid towards purchasing a few additional Drawing Copies and Models and on obtaining the aid to order the articles. This supply, the whole price of which exclusive of the aid from the Department, is only £7 Sterling, is rendered necessary by the large increase in the number of Students.

Communication regarding Mr Smith

Mr. Stow, as Correspondent for the Seminary with the Committee of Council, laid on the table a communication from the Secretary regarding Mr. Smith, which the Rector was instructed to be transmit to him.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th May, 1858 (page 219)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Smyth, the Rev. William Onich, the Rev. William Fraser, the Rev. John Thomson, Messrs. Stow, Keeldie, Stevenson, C. Brown and H. Brown.

Needlework and Domestic Industry

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of, thereafter Mr. Stow laid on the table a communication from the Committee of Council on Education of date the 22nd. March anent needlework and other Domestic Industry. The Committee agreed to direct the Lady Superintend to carry out the instructions of the Committee of Council.

Student accommodation numbers

Mr. Stow also laid on the table a communication from the Committee of Council of date the 10th. April, asking information as to the number of Students for whom accommodation is provided.  It was agreed to refer the matter to the Education Committee, Edinburgh.

Increase in student numbers

The Rector reported that owing to the large increase in the number of Students who number 166, he found it impossible to overtake the instruction of all without entailing on lines of more labour than was at all consistent with his other duties; and recommended that Mr. David Donaldson of the Senior Department should be appointed to give the Students one or two hours instruction daily. In order to save time he had communicated with the Committee of Council on the matter and they were quite willing to allow Mr. Donaldson to be so engaged and still to draw his augmentation of salary provided the Senior Department were supplied with an Assistant.  As the Department stands in need of an assistant, even apart from this occupation of the Head Master, the Committee unanimously agreed to ask the consent of the Education Committee to such an appointment, the salary of the Master to be appointed to be not higher than £60 per annum.

Pupil desks

The Rector further reported that the desks at present in use in the Seminary are wholly unsuited to this purpose; and it was agreed to appoint a Sub-Committee consisting of Messrs. Stow, Keddie, C. Brown, H. Brown and the Rector to consider the whole matter and to communicate with the Education Committee, before taking any steps involving expense.

Increase in pupil numbers

The Rector reported the number of children in the Practising Schools to be 899 – a number far too great for the present accommodation, and that the demand for admission was so great that upwards of 200 children had been refused since the commencement of the Session.

The Committee instructed the Rector to reduce the number in attendance at the beginning of next session to that the number on the roll should not exceed 800. The Rector stated that a large hall, contiguous to the Seminary could be had on lease of a moderate rent, that a class could easily be formed and was much needed, paying a fee of about 10/6 per quarter, and that such a class would be sufficient to pay back the rent and the teacher’s salary. It was agreed to consider the matter more fully of term ends.

Appointment of Mr Charles Long

The Committee unanimously agreed to appoint Mr. Charles Long teacher of Gymnastics and Calisthenics – this appointment involves no salary.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th November, 1858 (page 221)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Professor Douglas, Messrs. Stow and C. Brown.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Student Examinations

Thereafter the Rector laid before the meeting the instructions received from the Committee of Council and the Christmas Examination for Certificates of Merit, from which it appeared that the Male and Female Candidates were to be examined at the same time and place. As there is no room in the Institution large enough to accommodate all the Students, Messrs. Brown and Stow with the Rector were appointed to look out a suitable Hall and report to next meeting.

Adoption of uniform standard of singing

The Rector was instructed to write the Secretary of the Committee of Council on Education urging the adoption of a uniform standard of singing as a qualification for admission to the Examination on Music.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 6th December, 1858 (page 222)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer – Sederunt the Rev. W. Fraser, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Dr. Smith, the Rev. Mr. Philip, Messrs. Stow, Stevenson and C. Brown.

Renting of Arcade Place for student examinations

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of and thereafter Mr. Colin Brown reported that he had engaged the Arcade Place for the examination of students for Certificates of Merit at a rent of five pounds per week.

Resignation of Dr Book

As Dr. Book, the French Master of the Seminary has gone to reside in Helensburgh, the Committee agreed to discontinue his services and instructed the Rector to take the necessary steps to procure a successor.

Education of Mrs Haddo’s children

It was unanimously agreed to educate gratis the children of Mrs. Haddo on the special ground that her late husband had been a much respected teacher and office-bearer in the Free Church.

Glasgow, 22nd December, 1858 (page 223)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, The Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. William Onich, Messrs. C. Brown and Stevenson.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Draft Syllabus of Subjects of Examination for Students in Female Training Colleges Thereafter the Rector laid before the meeting “Draft Syllabus of Subjects of Examination for Students in Female Training Colleges.” The Committee after mature considering the Draft agreed to make certain recommendations which the Rector was instructed to transmit to C. I. Wilson Esq,. according to the instructions received from the Council Office.

Returns as to instruction in Domestic Learning and as to Diet 

The Rector laid before the meeting “Returns as to instruction in Domestic Learning and as to Diet” with copy answers thereto which he had prepared. The Committee approve of the answers and instructed the Rector to keep them in relentis, and transmit a copy to C. I. Wilson Esq. according to the instructions received from the Council office.

Certificate of Merit

The Rector also laid before the meeting a report upon certain matters connected with the recent examination for Certificates of Merit. The Committee unanimously agreed to transmit the reports to their Lordships of the Committee of Council on Education with a recommendation to take it into account, when revising the papers of the Female Candidates for Certificates of Merit. The report was ordered to be kept in retentis.

On the recommendation of the Rector it was unanimously agreed to urge their Lordships to have the result of the Queen’s Scholarship examination made known as early as possible.

C. I. Wilson Esq: being present reported to the Committee that the Hall in which the examination had been held was wholly unsuited to the purpose and urged the Committee to take immediate steps to have an examination hall erected in connection with the Training School.

The Committee expressed their obligations to Mr. Wilson for his report, and appointed Mr. C. Brown, Mr. Stevenson, Mr. Stow and the Rector as a Committee to make enquiries into the most suitable place. Mr. Brown was appointed Convenor.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 24th January, 1859 (page 226)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer – Sederunt the Rev. Mr. Philip, Messrs. Stevenson, Stow and C. Brown.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

New Hall Committee

Thereafter Mr. C. Brown, Convenor of the New Hall Committee, gave in an interim report which was sustained and the Committee continued.

Student bursaries

The Rector submitted a report by himself and the Lecturers on the Examination Papers of the Candidates for Bursaries. After mature deliberation the Committee agreed to give bursaries of the value undernoted to the subjoined Students, all of whom, in the presence of the Committee, declared it to be their intention to become teachers of the Free Church. 

There being several other matters of importance it was agreed to postpone them until next ordinary meeting.

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 7th  February, 1859 (page 228)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. Stow,  H. Brown and C. Brown.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Requirement for new accommodation

Thereafter Mr. C. Brown gave in an interim report upon the accommodation which could be obtained contiguous to the Seminary for building purposes. The report was sustained. The Committee continued and the Rector instructed to draw out and transmit to the Education Committee, Edinburgh, a report upon the present accommodation, and the new premises that are absolutely necessary.

Establishment of a Senatus

On the request of the Rector and Lecturers it was unanimously agreed to constitute thereunto a Senatus which shall meet once a month during the Session, (vacations excepted). The Senatus shall be presided over by the Rector, or, in his absence, by the Senior Lecturer for the time being, and shall meet regularly in the week immediately preceding the ordinary business meeting of the Committee. The Senatus shall take cognisance of all matters relating to the practical working of the College Department. Minutes of the meetings shall be kept and submitted regularly to the Committee of Management. 

Appointment of Monsieur Bayval

It was agreed to appoint Monsieur Bayval French Master to the Seminary on the usual terms.

Wesleyan Queen’s Scholars

The Rector reported that the Wesleyan Education had sent several Students – Queens’ Scholars – to this Training School. The Committee instructed the Rector to report their names to the Wesleyan Education and to ascertain if they had any special instructions to give regarding them.

New arrangements for instruction of Pupil Teachers

It being found necessary to make new arrangements regarding the instruction of the Pupil Teachers it was agreed to give this in charge to Mr. Donaldson, Head Master of the Senior School and to allow him the sum of Thirty Pounds for this trouble in this respect. 

Increase in the Rector’s salary

On the motion of Dr. Lorimer, it was unanimously agreed to propose to the Education Committee that Fifty Pounds should be added to the Rector’s salary.

Deputation to Education Committee

Mr. Stow and Mr. C. Brown were appointed a deputation to the Education Committee to urge the importance of having additional premises erected as speedily as possible.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
Glasgow, 14th March, 1859 (page 219) 
Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee of Management met and was duly constituted  by prayer – Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Smythe, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. George Philip, Messrs. Stow, C. Brown & Keddie.

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Education Committee’s authorisation of new premises

Thereafter the Rector laid before the Meeting the following extract Minute of the Education Committee, Edinburgh. The Committee having considered the proposal for additional premises in connection with the Normal Institution, Glasgow unanimously agreed to authorize the Glasgow Normal School Committee with the assistance of a professional party competent to determine the value to acquire the property referred to in the Minutes of the 7th. February last and report in the meantime to this Committee with an estimate of the whole expense of the proposed additional premises.

Education Committee refusal to sanction the establishment of a Senatus

The Committee unanimously declined, as beyond their competency to sanction the institution of a Senatus in connection with the Glasgow Normal Seminary.

Education Committee refusal to sanction the Rector’s increase in salary

The Committee in respect of former Minutes on the subject of salaries in the Normal Schools, fixing the maximum in each case, declined to entertain the proposal to raise Mr. Morrison’s salary, from £400 to £450; but they expressed their willingness to be at some expense in providing the Rector of both Normal Schools with such assistance as may be necessary for the discharge of their duties.

The Minutes with their amendments were approved.

Letter regarding death of Samuel Marshall

The Rector laid before the meeting the following letter:-

David Stow Esquire




213 Buchanan Street

Hon. Sec: Glasgow Free Normal


Glasgow 5 March

Seminary





1859.

Sirs,

I have been requested to bring into your notice the case of Mrs Elizabeth Hay or Marshall, widow of Robert Marshall, some time Shoemaker in Glasgow, presently residing in 83 New Vennel. She had four children, the eldest of whom Samuel was a Singer to trade, and about 20 years of age. On Wednesday 29th. December last Samuel was engaged in cleaning the windows of the Free Normal Seminary, Cowcaddens, and in coming down from cleaning the large window above the door, a stone, which never appears to have been properly fastened, gave way, and coming down struck him on the back and mortally injured him. He was carried off the infirmary and only lived a few minutes. He was the principal support of this mother and his next brother, Thomas, aged 15, is fast sinking under pulmonary consumption, and unable to do anything – his sister Eliza is age 10, and his younger brother only six years, and accepting a small weekly pittance which his mother has from the Parochial Branch of Linlithgow she had not other means of support. The deceased was, I understand, a steady hard working lad, and would not have been engaged in window cleaning, had he not been by the stagnation of trade prevented from finding employment in his own particular vocation. There seems to be no doubt that the parties in whom the property of this school is vested can be legally responsible as proprietors for which has devolved, as had the stone been fastened or properly secured in any way the young man’s life would have been spared, and I observe that since the fatal occurrence the stone has not been replaced. It has been pointed that a young man named Smith when engaged in cleaning that window the previous year very nearly with a similar fate from the same stone. As already mentioned this matter is brought under you special notice in the hope that as an influential member of the Free Church body, something may be done to assist the poor mother and relatives of the deceased without the necessity of resorting to compulsory or legal measures, but should such be necessary I will have no hesitation in adopting them. In the meantime, perhaps you would be kind enough to bring the matter under the consideration of the respectable body of which you are a distinguished member, and until they make some investing action into it, no legal proceedings will be adopted.







I am, Sirs,







Your most obedient Servant,







Jas. Taylor,

Free Normal Seminary

Glasgow 7 March 1859

Sir,

I am instructed to acknowledge receipt of your letter to Mr. Stow of date the 5th. Instant and to state that it will be laid before the Committee of Management of this Institution at their first meeting which falls to be held this day week.

I am, Sir

Your obedient Servant

T. Morrison”

Mr. Jas. Taylor




After due deliberation the Rector was instructed to lay the case, with the necessary documents before Messrs. Moodie & McClure, Writers, 180 George Street, and to instruct them to take such action in the matter as they deem fit. Messrs. Stevenson and Stow, along with the Rector, were appointed on Sub-Committee to watch over the case.

Annual Examination

The Committee agreed to appoint the Annual Examination of the practising Schools to be held on Thursday the 24 inst., and instructed the Rector to give the usual notices.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 2nd May, 1859 (page 234)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Messrs. H. Brown and Stow.

Examination of Rev David Smith

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved, thereafter the Rector laid before the Committee the following statement. In April 1858, the Rev. David Smith was examined by the Committee of Council as a Lecturer in English Literature in connection with this Seminary. The result of that examination was communicated immediately to Mr. Smith who reported to the Rector that he was continued Lecturer. Understanding the announcement to mean that his examination was finally sustained, as was the case with Mr. Kerr, the Rector did not submit to Mr. Smith the circular anent Leaderships of date the 19th. February 1859. It was only on the 22nd. Of March 1859 the very day in which a letter arrived from London, summoning the Lecturers to attend the examination, that Mr. Smith informed the Rector that his examination of 1858 was not final but that he has to present himself anew in London for examination. In these circumstances the Rector offered to write to London requesting the Committee to take Mr. Smith on trial, but this Mr. Smith declined to accede to, intimating his desire that the matter should be allowed to lie over until the date of the Inspectors’ visit.  The Rector laid the statement of facts before the Committee, in order that the Committee might take that action in the matter they deemed fit. The Committee ordered the statement to be engrossed in the Minute and agreed to allow the matter to lie over until the time intimated by Mr. Smith.

In the absence of Mr. Colin Brown, no report was given in regarding new premises.

Building repairs


It was remitted to the Building Committee to consider what repairs and improvements the premises might require during the vacation, and they were empowered to execute what was deemed necessary.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 6th June, 1859 (page 236)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robert Bremner, Messrs. Stow and Stevenson.

Glasgow Committee of Education for 1859-60

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of – thereafter there was laid on the Table, an extract Minute from the Education Committee, Edinburgh, containing the names of the Glasgow Committee for the year 1859 – 60,

Death of Samuel Marshall

The Rector laid before the Meeting a letter from Messrs. Moody & McClure in the case of Samuel Marshall of date the 26th. Ult., advising the Committee to pay Widow Marshall the sum of Twenty Pounds. The Committee instructed the Rector to authorize Messsrs. Moody & McClure to pay the above sum on the distinct understanding that the money was given as a gratuity, and not in consequence of any threat of legal action being taken against the Committee.

Queens’ Scholars accounts

The Rector was instructed to draw from Edinburgh the quarterly gratuity in account of Queens’ Scholars, the money to be returned on being received from London.

Summer vacation

It was agreed that the vacation should commence on the 15th of June and that the classes should be returned on the 1st. of August.

Then the meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 11th July, 1859 (page 237)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Henderson, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Mr. Thomson Paisley, the Rev. Mr. Nelson Greenock, Messrs. Stevenson, H. Brown and C. Brown, Dr.. Henderson in the chair.

Resignation of Miss Hood and advertisement for new Lady Superintendent

The Rector laid before the meeting the Resignation of Miss Hood as Lady Superintendent, and intimated that as it was extremely desirable that the new Superintendent should begin work on the 1st. of August, he had advertised in the Witness, Scottish Guardian, and North British Advertiser newspapers; that fifteen had applied and that he had seen the most of the applicants. The Rector laid the applications on the table and gave a verbal report of his estimate of the capabilities and qualifications of each.

The Committee entirely homologated what the Rector had done and proceeded to consider the testimonial of applicants. After very full deliberation it was unanimously agreed to appoint to the office of Superintendent Miss Jessie Sinclair at a salary of £73 per annum, the engagement to be of the usual kind, i.e., three months notice to be given on either side.

Musical Instruction

Mr. Colin Brown gave notice that at next meeting he would call the attention of the Committee to the state of musical instruction in the Seminary 

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th August, 1859 (page 238)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Professor Douglas, Messrs. David Stow, Colin Brown and A. Stevenson. Dr. Buchanan in the chair.

The case of Samuel Marshall

The Minutes of the last two minutes were read and approved of; thereafter the Rector laid before the meeting a letter from Messrs. Moody and McClure, in which they notified that they had paid Widow Marshall the sum of Twenty Pounds as instructed by the Committee and for which they had obtain a full discharge which was also forwarded. The whole documents were ordered to be kept in alentis.

Application under the Hamilton Trustees

An application by Robert Gilkinson Esq., one of the Trustees of the late Mr. Hamilton Esq., of Port Glasgow for the admission to the Seminary of the two children of the late Mr. John Mather of Port Glasgow was delayed on the ground that the application was informal. The Rector was instructed to give Mr. Gilkinson information of this.

Building repairs

The building committee reported that they had estimated for the cleaning, whitewash etc., of the Seminary in terms of the minute of date 2nd. May and that the estimate of Messrs. Trainer & Husband has been accepted amounting to £37.5/- They further reported that the work had been performed in a most satisfactory manner.

Property in West Russel Street

A report was read from William Brown Esq., in which he valued the property with 6 West Russel (sic) Street at £920. 

Musical instruction

Mr. Colin Brown then called the attention of the Committee to the state of the musical instruction in the Seminary. After deliberation it was resolved to summon a special meeting of Committee on Friday the 12 inst., at 3 o’clock to consider the propriety of adopting the Ince Sol-Fa System in the music classes of the Institution.

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 12th August, 1859 (page 239)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt  the Rev. Dr. Smyth, Dr. Henderson, Messrs. C. Brown, Dr. Blackie & D. Stow.

Resignation of Henry Lambeth, Music Master

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of – thereafter the Rector laid before the Committee a letter from Mr. Henry Lambeth in which he intimated his resignation of the office of Music Master in the Seminary on account of his inability overtake the numerous engagements which he had formed. The resignation was accepted and ordered to be engrossed in the minutes.

Adoption of the Ince Sol-Fa System of Singing

The Committee after mature deliberation unanimously agreed to adopt the Ince Sol-Fa System of Singing in the music classes of the Seminary, and appointed the following Sub-Committee to look our for a suitable master, with instructions to confer with Mr. Curwen on the subject, and to make new appointment. The Committee to consist of the Rev. Dr. Henderson, Messrs. C. Brown, D. Stow, Dr. Blackie and the Rector. Mr. C. Brown – Convenor.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 17th October, 1859 (page 240)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robt. Bremner, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Dr. Mackie, Messrs. C. Brown & Stow.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of – thereafter the minute of the Sub-committee appointed at last meeting was laid on the table, approved of and ordered to be engrossed in the minutes.

Minute of the sub-committee on music

Glasgow, 16 August, 1859 (page 241) 

Which day the Sub-Committee on music met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Henderson, Dr. Blackie, Messrs. Stow, C. Brown and the Rector.

After consultation it was unanimously agreed on the motion of Dr. Blackie, seconded by Mr. Stow to appoint Mr. John McLelland music master in the Seminary at a salary of £60 per annum – the engagement to be of the usual kind to wit – three months being required on either side previous to any change.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

The Rector also laid before the meeting a letter from Mr. John McLelland accepting the office of Music-Master in terms agreed upon as in the foregoing minute.

Building extension

Mr. Colin Brown on behalf of the Building-Committee reported that the Committee has failed to obtain ground contiguous to the Seminary suitable for building purposes on which they had considered the possibility of erecting buildings on the ground at present belonging to the Seminary. After mature deliberation they came to the resolution of calling the attention of the Directors to the ground fronting Cowcaddens, in the East and West side of the Seminary, as probably adapted for the purposes required. The Committee having inspected the ground offered, without giving any decision on the whole question to instruct the Sub-Committee to prepare plans of the proposed buildings and to submit them to next meeting.

Proposed appointment of Master of method

The Rector called the attention of the Committee to the present position of the Normal Department and explained that it was impossible for him to overtake, with anything approaching to satisfaction the various duties required of him. Notwithstanding the efficient apertance rendered by the Lecturers and their officers the amount of teaching and direct superintendence of Students, required of him were utterly inconsistent with that efficient oversight which the whole Institution required. He proposed to the Committee to appoint a Master of Method who should be specially charged with the oversight of the Students when engaged in the practical work of teaching, and who also could render valuable assistance in many other ways.

The Committee approved of the Rector’s suggestion and remitted the matter to Mr. Stow and the Rector with instructions to bring up a matured plan at next meeting.

December examinations

The Committee authorized the Building Committee to engage a room or to make such their arrangement for the December examination as they might see fit.

Miss Caughie’s salary

A letter was read from Miss Caughie asking an increase of salary. The Committee agreed to allow the letter to lie on the table until the next meeting.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 7th November, 1859

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robert Philip, the Rev. Robert Bremner, Dr. Blackie, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. Stevenson, F. Ferguson, Mr. Brown and C. Brown.

Proposed new buildings

The minute of last meeting were read and approved of – thereafter in accordance with the instructions given at last meeting the Sub-Committee on Building laid on the table plans of the proposed new buildings. Mr. Campbell Douglas the architect being present and having explained the plans was instructed to prepare estimates of the probable expense, to be submitted to a future meeting.

Appointment of Master of method

The Rector brought up a report upon the proposed appointment of a Master of Method which was to the following effect.  He proposed that Mr. Boyd, Master of the Model School, should be appointed to this office but the change should take effect until after the Lecturers’ examination in March.

Presentation of all students for examination

The Rector called the attention of the Committee to the practice which was being largely followed in Normal Schools, of keeping back from the Government Examination for Certificate of Merit all Students about whose passing there was any doubt. He stated that he was opposed to the expressed wish of their Lordships of the Privy Council, who, through the Secretary had intimated their desire that all bona-fide students should be presented at the examination, that it was unfair to the Students who had been admitted to the Training School, with among other objects, the view of undergoing the Government examination, and that it was specially unfair to those schools which presented all their students, inasmuch as a false standard of success was established, and the public were thus misled as regarding the real efficiency of a Training School. The public judge of the efficiency of a Training School by the proportion subsisting between the number of students presented and the number who pass; but it is evident that, if all doubtful cases are kept back, the proportion is no fair witness of the efficiency of a Training School.

The Committee after maturely considering the question thus raised can unanimously to the conclusion that it is extremely desirable to have uniformity of action in regard to this matter all the Training Schools; that it appears to them right and proper, as a general rule that all bona-fide students should be presented at the Government Examination, particularly that no student who expressed a desire to undergo the examination should be prevented from so doing, but that, in the case of those who give unmistakeable evidence of unfitness to pass the presented examinations the officers of the Training School should have the liberty of counselling them to keep back.

The Committee further record their opinion that the proper time to assist unsuitable candidates is at the beginning and not at the close of the session, and that this ought to be done by the institution of a rigid entrance examination.

It was further agreed to transmit this finding to the Education Committee, Edinburgh, for their consideration.

Miss Caughie’s salary

The Committee proceeded to consider Miss Caughie’s letter which had lain on the table since last meeting. The Committee regretted that they were not in a position to grant Miss Caughie’s application and instructed the Rector to intimate this to her.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 21st November, 1859 (page 245)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. N. Fraser, Paisley, the Rev. John Thomson, Paisley, Dr. Blackie, Dr. Joshua Paterson, I Ferguson, Mr. Stevenson, C. Brown & Blackie – Dr. Candlish was also present as convenor of the Education Committee of the Free Church.

Proposed site of new buildings

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of – thereafter the Committee proceeded to deliberate upon the proposed site for the new buildings. Having carefully considered the outline plan prepared by the Architect and also the probable estimate of expenses submitted, the Committee agreed to instruct the architect to prepare detailed plans.  The Rector was also instructed communicate with their Lordships of the Privy Council anent a grant in aid of the building. The following Committee was appointed to superintend all preliminary matters connected with the proposed buildings, with instructions to report to the Committee before proceeding and receive estimates. Dr. Blackie, Mr. Stevenson, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Mr. Stow, Mr. J. Ferguson, the Rector and Mr. C. Brown, Convenor.

Privy Council lectureships

The Rector brought under the notice of the meeting the communication from the Council Office of date 14th. May 1859 anent Lectureships. The Committee agreed to present Mr. George Adam as a candidate for examination as Lecturer in History and instructed the Rector to communicate this to their Lordships of the Privy Council and to the Inspector.

The following were appointed as representatives of the Committee to be present along with the Inspector during the delivery of the lectures of Mr. Kerr, Dr. Smith and Mr. Adam, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. N. Fraser, Paisley and Dr. Blackie.

The meeting was closed by prayer.

Glasgow, 3rd January, 1860 (page 247)

Free Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Professor Gibson, Dr. Blackie, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Mess. J. Ferguson, M. Brown and D. Stow.

Proposed new premises

The minutes of last meeting and approved of. Thereafter the Rector submitted to the meeting a draft letter to their Lordships of the Committee of Council on Education anent a grant in aid of the additional premises proposed to be built. The meeting approved of the letter and instructed the Rector to transmit it to London.

Lecturer’s examinations

The Rector reported that in accordance with the instructions received at last meeting he had notified to the Committee of Council and to H. M. Inspector the nomination by the Committee of Mr. George Adam as a candidate for examination as Lecturer on English History. He also laid before the meeting a communication from London of date the 23rd. December 1859 containing a copy of the Inspectors Report on Mr. Adam’s lecture and the direction of their Lordships thereupon. There were also laid upon the table the following documents, to wit a manuscript copy of Mr. Adam’s scheme, a letter from Mr. Adam of date 2nd. January 1860 addressed to the Chairman of the Directors which also contained a communication from the Rev. Samuel Miller D.D. of Glasgow, and another from the Rev. Andrew Gray of Perth. All the documents were ordered to be kept in setentis.

The Committee after full and mature deliberation, came unanimously to the conclusion that, without pronouncing opinion upon the lecture before them, they did not in view of the whole circumstances, consider themselves called up to take any action in the matter, and the Rector was instructed to communicate this finding to Mr. Adam.

There was laid upon the table a communication from the Rev. David Smith with a request that it should be transmitted by the Committee to H. J. Inspector. The Committee after consideration agreed to transmit the document. 

It was agreed to hold an adjourned meeting on Monday the 9th of January at 3 o’clock. 

The meeting was closed with prayer.

 Volume II 1860 – 1891

Glasgow, 9th January, 1860 (page 1)

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer.

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Professor Gibson, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. George Philip, the Rev. William Fraser, Paisley, Dr. Blackie, Messrs. J. Fergusson, A. Stevenson and D. Stow.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Mr Adam’s lecture

Thereafter, the Rector reported that he had communicated to Mr. Adams the finding of last meeting. He also read the letter, dated 3rd. January which he had sent along with Committee’s finding. There was laid before the Committee a letter from Mr. Adam, dated the 7th. Inst., addressed to the chairman of the Directors, which was ordered to be kept in retentis. The Committee after much anxious deliberation agreed to read Mr. Adam’s Lecture which was done by the Rector in presence of the whole meeting: after which the Committee came unanimously to the following finding:- whilst believing that the Lecture is interesting and accurate, indicates historical knowledge, and is creditable to Mr. Adam’s talents, the Committee considering all the circumstances, do not feel warranted in coming to any different finding from what had been agreed upon at last meeting.

The Rector was instructed to communicate the finding to Mr. Adam, and to make again the same offer as he had been instructed to make in his letter of the 3rd. Inst. 

Mr. Stow and the Rector were authorized to take steps to make the necessary arrangements for next session with instructions to summon a meeting of Committee before making any new appointment.

The meeting closed with prayer.

Copy letter to Mr. Adam

9th.January, 1860 

My Dear Sir,

I enclose an extract minute of the Committee meeting held this afternoon. The Committee deliberated anxiously on the matter, in all the bearings, for nearly two hours, and I have again to repeat the (assurance?) that they endeavoured to do what, in the circumstances they believed to be best. I shall be glad to see you as early as convenient, as I am becoming anxious about the arrangements for the approaching session.




I am,

Yours very truly,

T.M.

Glasgow, 25th January, 1860 (page 2). 

The Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer.

Present

Sederunt, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. William Fraser, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Dr Blackie, Mr. M. Brown, Mr. Stow and Mr. J. Ferguson.

Mr Adam

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Rector read a letter from Mr. George Adam intimating his acceptance of the Mastership of the Model School. The Rector was instructed to notify his appointment to the Committee of Council. A proposal to add £25 to Mr Adam's salary was ordered to lie on the table until next ordinary meeting.

Mr Boyd

The Rector intimated that in accordance with previous minutes, Mr. Boyd had commenced his duties as Master of Method.

Appointment of lecturer on history and geography

In accordance with the resolution of last meeting, Mr. Stow reported that he and the Rector had advertised for a Lecturer on History and Geography. There were laid on the table applications from 12 gentlemen for the situation. After maturely considering the claims and testimonials of the applicants, it was resolved unanimously to make a leet of the three following, to wit.




Mr. Alexander Richardson




Mr. George Jeffrey and




Mr. A. H. Dick.

It was felt desirable that the Committee should have an opportunity of hearing these gentlemen deliver a lecture to the students, and the Rector was instructed to communicate with them on this point, and to summon a special meeting of the Committee, for Thursday the 2nd. February at 2 o’clock.

Student bursaries

On the Report of the Rector and Lecturers it was agreed to grant bursaries of the annual value of £20 to the following students.

Robert McIndoe and

Farquhar McRae.

Of £15 to the following,

Alexander McGregor

Francis D’Amidrade.

Robert Harvey

Kenneth McLean and

James McKay.

And of £10 to


Daniel McPhee


James Calderwood and


Alexander Kennedy.

The Rector reported that a larger number of females, non-Pupil-Teacher Candidates for Scholarships had been successful than were allowed by their Lordships minute to hold Scholarships.  The Committee took into consideration the propriety of the fact that the demand for admission as students, on part of females, is fully as great as the Committee desire to encourage, it was resolved to grant no bursary.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 2nd February, 1860 (page 4)

The Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met, and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt: the Revd. Dr. Buchanan, the Revd. George Philip, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. William Fraser, Paisley, Dr. M. G. Blackie, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Mr. Colin Brown and Mr. Stow.

Candidate’s leet

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of.  Thereafter the Committee proceeded to hear the Candidates for Lectureships deliver a Lecture to the Students, after which it was agreed to hold a special meeting on the 6th of February for the purpose of making the appointment.

Glasgow, 6th February, 1860 (page 5)

The Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer.

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. William Arnot, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. George Philips, the Rev. W. Fraser, Dr. Blackie, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. D. Stow, C. Brown, H. Brown, A. Stevenson and F. Fergusson.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Appointment of Mr A. H. Dick to office of Lecturer in History and Geography 

Thereafter the Committee, after mature deliberation unanimously agreed to appoint Mr. A. H. Dick to the office of Lecturer in History and Geography in the College Department of the Institution, at a minimum salary of one hundred and fifty Pounds per annum, exclusive of all Government augmentations, and on condition that he pass the examination required by the Committee of Council of such Lecturers.

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Glasgow, 5thMarch, 1860 (page 6).

Free Church Normal School

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer: 

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. William Fraser, the Rev. George Philips, Dr. N. G. Blackie, Messrs. Stow, I. Blackie and F. Fergusson.

Examination of Practising Schools

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved of: thereafter the Committee agreed to request the Presbytery to hold the examination of the Practising schools on Thursday the 15th. Inst. To commence at 10 o’clock.

Fire in the Laboratory

The Rector reported that fire had broken out in the Laboratory on the morning of Friday the 24th. ultimo, but that it had been extinguished before much damage was done, and that the Insurance Companies, in which the premises are insured, had promptly repaired all damage. The Rector was instructed to have all the fire-places examined by a Tradesman, and altered if necessary, so as to prevent in future any similar occurrence.

Use of surplus fees from the Practising Schools in Moray House

The Committee had laid before them the following document transmitted Mr. Gray, the Secretary of the Education Committee:

Extract Minute of the Edinburgh Normal School Committee held in 52 Melville Street, Edinburgh on the 27th. February 1860.

The Committee resumed consideration of the Rector’s (Mr. Sime’s) proposal to the following effect - That any surplus arising out of the fees in the Practising Department, Moray House, after paying the salaries of the teachers as heretofore, shall be held to be at the disposal of the Rector for the encouragement of the Teachers, and for promoting the efficiency of that Department, it being understood that the allocation of such surplus shall appear in the annual accounts. 

The Committee agreed in recommending to give the plan a fair trial, and instruct the Secretary to send an extract of this minute to the Normal School Committee, Glasgow.

The Committee are somewhat at a loss to know for what purpose the document is laid before them; but, if it is designed to elicit an expression of their judgment regarding it, the Committee feel themselves constrained to express their disapproval of it. In their judgment, it is highly inexpedient to leave the settlement of pecuniary questions, affecting both the Rector himself and all the other teachers, to the discretion of the Rector, as placing him in a false position, and as likely to create jealousies among the other masters of the Institution. This Committee are further of opinion that, in whatever way the surplus funds in question are to be appropriated, it should be done under the immediate levies and express sanctions of the Education Committee itself.

The Committee further take leave to suggest that, in laying down a rule for the appropriation of any surplus funds, the rule should be framed by the Education Committee and be applicable to both Seminaries.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 14th May, 1860 (page 8)

The Normal Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Dr. N. C. Blackie, Mr. F. Fergusson, and Mr. M. Brown.

Delay in college building

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Rector reported that great delay had recurred in reference to the new buildings, and that there was still no prospect of their being begun. It was agreed to hold an adjourned meeting of the Committee on Wednesday, the 16 inst. at 3 o’clock with special reference to the matter, and the Rector was instructed to write the Architect, and request from him a definite answer by Wednesday, as to when the buildings were to begin.

Mr Basil Robertson’s Bequest

The Convenor laid on the table the following letter.

187 Mile Street

14 April 1860

My Dear Sir,

I desire more formally to bring under your notice the subject of our conversation last night, and the other parties as well as myself all feel much obliged by your bringing the matter before the Committee of Management of the Normal Seminary.

You are aware of the Bequest of my uncle, the late Mr. Basil Robertson which was handed over by his Trustees to the Normal School.

My object in drawing your attention to it is to suggest that Mr. Robertson’s heirs should have the privilege of placing in the Seminary two or more children in destitute circumstances – as the Committee may think proper with a view of their participating in its advantages free of expense.

A pressing case has presented itself to me, and indeed suggested the idea of making this application. Four boys in whom as a family we are much interested, have been left orphans, and entirely unprovided for as far as their Education is concerned. Their father, Robert Borland, was an active member of Mr. Arnot’s congregation. I enclose a note of their names and respective ages. You will observe that the eldest is still under ten years of age. I have already placed him in the Seminary, but as he is paralysed in his left side he is not likely soon to be of much use in the way of providing either for himself or his brothers.

I am well aware that no such agreement was made at the time the money was handed over, but should the Committee favourably entertain the proposal now, it will be esteemed a favour, and may be the means of extending the benefits of Mr. Robertson’s bequest.

(signed) Elizabeth Findlay

The Committee agreed to receive the application, and while disposed to entertain it favourably deem it right to appoint Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Mackie and Dr. Paterson, as Committee to consider the best mode of giving effect to this application and to report to a future meeting.

The Committee agreed to authorize the Convenor to (Rev. D. M. Kerr in left margin) sign, in their name, and by their authority a certificate in favour of the Rev. John Kerr M.A., Mathematical Lecturer in the Seminary, who is a candidate for the Chair of Mathematics in Queen’s College, Belfast. 

Certificate for Rev John Kerr

The Committee authorized the Janitor to have all needful repairs executed during the vacation.

Request for use of the Sabbath Room in the Arcade

The Rev. Mr. Trail appeared on behalf of the Deacons’ Court of the Free Tron Church and stated that it was their intention to commence Missionary operations in the district continuous to the Seminary, and requested the use on Sabbath of the room in the Arcade, rented by the Seminary. It was agreed to postpone the consideration of this matter until the meeting on Wednesday.

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 16 May, 1860 (page 10).

Free Normal Seminary

Present


Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt Dr. Joshua Paterson, Mr. F. Fergusson and Mr. Stow. In the absence of the Convenor Mr. Stow was called to the Chair.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Building Committee meeting

Thereafter the Rector submitted to the meeting a communication from C. Douglas Co., in reference to the new buildings.

After mature deliberation it was agreed to instruct the Rector to call a meeting of the Building Committee on Friday at 3 0’clock for the purpose of approving the Architect’s plans and the Rector was further instructed to call a meeting of the General Committee as soon as the Architect was prepared to submit the estimates of the proposed building to the Directors. 


Use of the Sabbath Room in the Arcade

In reference to the application of the Deacon’s Court of the Free Tron Church, it was agreed to grant that Court the use on Sabbath of the Hall in the Arcade rented by the Committee, on condition, that access be made by putting in a door from the Arcade, and that the room be cleaned early on Monday morning, both at the charge of the Free Tron Deacon’s Court.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 7th  June, 1860 (page 11) 

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt Mr. David Stow, Dr. Blackie, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Mr. F. Fergusson and Mr. Colin Brown – Mr. Stow in the Chair.

Report from the Building Committee

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of as also a minute from the Building Committee to the effect that they had met and examined the Architect’s plans and were satisfied therewith. Thereafter Mr. Campbell Douglas, Architect, laid before the Committee the estimates which he had received from the various Tradesmen in reference to the proposed new buildings.

After mature deliberation it was agreed to accept of the following, to wit – 

Joiner Work – Messrs. Small & Barnet.


£439

Plumber Work – Mess. Wallace & Allan


£ 67.5

Slater Work – Matthew Forsyth & Son


£ 23.11.2

Plaster Work – Mr. C. Johnston



£ 60

And the Architect was instructed to make all necessary arrangements with the respective Contractors, and to proceed with the work as speedily as possible.

Resignation of Mr George Adam

The Rector laid before the Meeting a letter from Mr. George Adam, Master of the Model School, in which he intimated his resignation of his present situation, in consequence of his having resolved to open a private Academy at Langside. The Committee agreed to accept the resignation. 

Consideration of Mr James Birnie as a replacement for Mr Adam

The Rector stated that he was prepared to recommend Mr. James McBirnie at present Second Master in the Senior School, as a fit and proper person to succeed Mr. Adam, but that he should like to Committee to see Mr. McBirnie before any appointment is made. The Committee, considering that, if otherwise qualified, Mr. McBirnie has a claim to the vacant situation, appointed Dr. Paterson and Dr. Blackie a deputation to examine his school and to bring up a report to next meeting when, if no objection was raised it was agreed to proceed to make an appointment.

Instruction in instrumental music

The Rector gave in a report upon the arrangements which had been made for instruction in Instrumental Music and recommended that, in order that this Department might be recognised as a regular part of the Institution, and in order to secure the proper working of the whole, the fees from the Music Pupils should be paid into the hands of the Treasurer, as in all other cases and that a Salary of Sixty Pounds per annum should be paid to the Music Governess, it being understood that she places herself at the disposal of the Committee from 9 o’clock till 4 during five days of the week. The Rector further stated that the adoption of this plan would entail no additional expense on the Committee. It was agreed to approve of the Rector’s recommendations, and to engross the substance of his report on the minutes, in order to it’s being ratified by the Education Committee.

Salary of the lady Superintendent

The Rector called the attention of the Committee to the Salary allowed to the Lady Superintendent, and stated that it was altogether inadequate to the position she held, and that it was less that what was frequently given to Female Students on quitting the Seminary for situations as ordinary teachers. He proposed that, as the Lady Superintendent is charged not only with the Superintendence of the Female Students, but also of the Female Pupil Teachers, the sum of £25 per annum should be allowed her and of the allowance granted year for the instruction of Pupil Teachers. It was agreed to defer the consideration of this matter until next meeting.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 18th June, 1860 (page 14)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Prof. Douglas, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Dr. Smyth, Mr. David Stow, Mr. H. Brown, Mr. C. Brown, Mr. F. Fergusson and Mr. N. Stevenson.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Appointment of Mr James McBirnie

Thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the vacancy in the Model School. It was unanimously agreed to appoint Mr. James McBirnie, at present second master in the Senior School, as master of the Model School, at a salary of £120 per annum, it being understood that the Committee advance this salary to the maximum of £150 in such sums and at such times as they deem fit. It was agreed to authorize Mr. Stow and the Rector to appoint an assistant in the Senior School in the room of Mr. McBirnie.

The Committee then took into consideration the proposed addition to Miss Sinclair’s salary, and unanimously agreed to grant this addition in the way proposed.

Resignation of Rev David Smith

There was laid upon the table a letter from the Rev. David Smith, addressed to the Convener, containing his resignation of the office of Lecturer in English Literature and of that of Teacher of Classics in this Institute. It was agreed to accept the resignation and the Rector was instructed to prepare, against next meeting, a draft minute expressive of the sympathy of the Committee with Mr. Smith and their sense of the value of his services.

It was agreed to advertise for a successor to Mr. Smith, and to hold a meeting of the Committee on the 16th day of July to consider the applications and to take such action thereupon as the Committee might deem fit.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 16th  July, 1860 (page 15)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt the Revd. Robert Bremner, the Rev. George Philip, Mr. F. Fergusson and Mr. H. Brown.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Rector laid upon the table the applications of candidates for the vacant office of Lecturer on English Literature.  After full deliberation it was agreed to put the following on a short leet, to wit –


Mr. David Ross of Edinburgh


Mr. George Grierson of Saltcoats


Mr. Alexander Richardson of Glasgow


Mr. Brebner of Aberdeen


Mr. Reid of Rothiemay

And the Rector was instructed to summon a special meeting of the Committee for Monday the 23rd. Inst., for the purpose of making the appointment.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 23rd July, 1860 (page 16)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Convenor, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. William Arnot, the Rev. George Philip, the Rev. William Fraser, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. David Stow, Hugh Brown and N. Stevenson.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the reduced leet of Candidates for the vacant office of Lecturer on English Literature.

The Committee, after maturely considering the qualifications of the applicants for the vacant office of Lecturer on English Literature and Teacher of Classics in the Seminary, unanimously agreed to appoint to that office Mr. Alexander Richardson at a salary from the Committee of One Hundred and Fifty Pounds and on the usual terms, to wit, that the engagement may be terminated by either party at any time at three month’s notice and that the permanence of the appointment will depend upon Mr. Richardson’s passing the Examination prescribed by the Committee of Council on Education to candidates for Lectureships under the Minutes of their Lordships of the Committee of Privy Council on Education it being understood that Mr. Richardson enter on the duties of his office of the first day of August 1860.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 17th September, 1860 (page 17)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Professor Douglas, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Dr. Blackie, Messrs. F. Fergusson, C. Brown and N. Stevenson.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 

Clock in the tower

Thereafter the Rector reported that the gas company had shut off the gas from the tower of the Institution and that, in consequence, the clock had not been illuminated for some time past. The Rector was instructed to wait upon the gas company, and seek explanations of this procedure on their part and to report to the next meeting. It was agreed to instruct the Rector to ask some of the principal clockmakers in town to examine the clock, and to report on its present condition, and especially upon the possibility of converting it into an eight-day clock.

Specimen copybooks

The Rector was instructed to bring before next meeting specimens of the copy-books used by the scholars in the Practising Schools with the view of ascertaining whether any or what change ought to be made upon them.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 5th November, 1860 (page 18)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. N. Fraser, the Rev. R. Bremner, the Rev. George Philip, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. C. Brown, F. Fergusson, H. Brown.

Report on the clock in the tower

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Rector reported that he had waited on the gas company in reference to the tower clock, and it appeared that the Company were quite willing to continue a due supply of gas on condition that no waste took place. It was agreed to ask Mr. Robert Connell to report on the best method of illuminating the dial plate.
It was agreed to appoint Mr. George Edward, Gordon Street to take charge of the various clocks of the Institution. 

Collections of Sacred Music and Treatises on Musical Science 

The Rector read the following letter from the Rev. Wm. Livingston of Stair.

Dear Sir,

The Educational Sub-Committee on Psalmody are desirous to have deposited in each of the Normal Seminaries a few Collections of Sacred Music and Treatises on Musical Science for the use of the Students. We think it would be an advantage if Instructors and Teachers within convenient reach were also allowed to share the benefit. The books are yet to be procured and we know not to what extent we may succeed in our endeavours to do so, but we are in hopes that something may be effected. The object in view must be too obvious to require a formal statement. I shall be obliged, therefore, if you submit this proposal to the first meeting of the Committee of Management, and let me know the result.

I remain,

Dear Sir,

Very Truly Yours,
Signed
N. Livingston, Secy. The Psalm: Com

It was agreed to accede to Mr. Livingston’s request. 

Hire of hall for examination of Certificates of Merit

The Rector was instructed to hire a hall on the approaching examination for Certificates of Merit.

Closing meeting of session

It was agreed to hold the closing meeting of the session in the Merchant’s Hall on the evening of Monday, 17th December, the Rev Dr Buchanan to preside at the occasion, and the Rev. Wm. Fraser of Paisley was requested to deliver the address to the Students. The lay members of the Committee as with the Rector as Convenor were appointed a sub-committee to make all necessary arrangements. The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 7th January, 1861 (page 20)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayers. 

Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Bremner, the Rev. Wm. Fraser, the Rev. Professor Douglas, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. C. (Brown?), F. Ferguson, & H. Brown.

The minutes of the last meeting were red and approved. Thereafter the Rector was instructed to engross on the minutes the Report on the Institution read at the Annual Closing Meeting and it was unanimously agreed on the motion of the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Seconded by the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, that a cordial vote of thanks should be rendered to the Rev. Wm. Fraser, for his able, interesting and instructive address delivered to the Students in the Merchant’s Hall on the evening of the 17th. December, and it was further unanimously agreed to request Mr. Fraser to give the address to the Committee that it might be printed for the benefit of the Students. The Rev Dr Buchanan brought forward a matter which had been engaging his own and the attention of several clergymen in the town. It was to the effect that there was in Glasgow a great deficiency in the means of obtaining an Education such as to qualify a young man for the University, except at a rate which put such Education entirely beyond the means of the middle and respectable artisan (per pentu Aim?). As a consequence of this state of matters very few young men from the classes referred to ever enter the University, and the ministry of the Free Church is deprived to a very large extent of the services of those from whom a large proportion of her ministers have always been drawn. 

Various methods of supplying the deficiency had been suggested, and after much consideration, the parties interested in the matter had come to the resolution that the simplest way of procedure would be to attach to the Normal Schools, a Classical and Mathematical Department, where the branches could be taught for a moderate price.  He, accordingly brought this important matter before the Committee with the view of eliciting their opinion on the subject. The members of the Committee individually expressed a most favourable opinion of the proposal, and the Rector states that every year many of the very best scholars in their Senior Schools were (drafted?) off to the High School, for the purpose of obtaining there the Classical and Mathematical Education, which could not be obtained in the Seminary, and that he had no doubt, but, even in a pecuniary point of view, such a proposal would be a decided success, such was the demand for a first class education at a moderate rate. The Committee agreed to record their thanks to the Convenor  for his trouble in bringing this matter before them, but in as much as the carrying out of the proposal would involve the erection of additional buildings in connection with the Seminary, it was decided to lay the matter before the Joint Committee of Management at their first meeting, and the convenor was requested, if convenient, to supplement this by an oral statement of the facts of the case. 

The Rector laid before the table a circular of the Committee of Council on Education of date the 23rd November 1860, having reference to the obligations to future services attached to Queen’s Scholars. A circular was ordered to be kept in retentis. After mature deliberations, the Committee, acknowledging the reasonableness of the demands of the Committee of Council, agreed to instruct the Rector to cause the Queen’s Scholars to sign a declaration to the effect that in accepting Queen’s Scholarships it was their bonafide intention to become and continue to act as teachers of elementary schools, to impress upon the Queen’s Scholars the obligations which the acceptance of Scholarships imposes, and finally to inform then that certificates could not be granted to those regarding whom it should be known that they intended to desert the service.  But in as much as it is desirable to have uniformity in the declarations used in both Normal Schools in as much as the Educational State of Scotland is different from that in England and a different form of declaration might be rendered necessary for the two countries, and in as much as many perplexing questions might arise as to the true meaning and interpretation of the declaration, it was agreed to refer the decision arrived at and indeed the whole question raised in the circular to the Joint Committee for their decision.

The Rector reported that James Gunn having been guilty of direct and persistent disobedience to orders, and having exhibited a spirit subversive of all discipline, had been dismissed the College. The Rector read the letter in which this dismissal was announced, and the Committee unanimously agreed that the act was necessary to their maintenance of the discipline of the College. 

The Rector further reported that Archibald McKerr having confessed to using a book at one of the (diets/desks?) of the late examination for Certificate of Merit, had thereupon been dismissed the College. The Committee unanimously sustained the dismissal.

The Convenor laid upon the table a letter from the Rev. John Kerr, Lecturer on 

Mathematics to the Institution, asking an advance of salary.

After deliberations, the rector having borne testimony to the high qualifications of 

Mr. Kerr, and to his anxiety in every way, to advance the interests of the College, the

 Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the joint Committee to grant the 

augmentation craved.

The Meeting was closed with prayer.

Report Certificate Examination – Christmas 1859 (page 24)

The results of this Examination have been made known since last meeting. There were 

examined on that occasion.


Male Students of the first year 
53


Male Students of the Second year
25


Female Students of the first year
50


Female Students of the Second year
21


Total
149

Of those there appeared in the Class List –


Male Students of the first year
46

            Male Students of the Second year 
24


Female Students of the first year 
41


Female Students of the second year 
21


Total
132

This table shows that 17 failed to obtain a place in the Government Class List. It will be 

observed that the 17 were, with one exception, Students of the first year, many of whom 

enter with their education in a very imperfect condition.

From the returns finished by the Committee of Council it appears that the Examining 

Inspector, Charles C. Wilson Esq., made the following report on the abilities of the 

Second year’s Students to teach and manage a class.:-



Excellent
Good

Male Students
8
18


Female Students 
7 
14

This is very gratifying and satisfactory proof of the attention bestowed upon this most 

important part of the Students’ training.

The number of Male Students who finished their Training in December, 1859,

was 42

These had been disposed of as follows:-


Appointed to Schools in Scotland 
31


Appointed to Schools in England 
5


Appointed to Schools in India
1


Gone to College
2


Emigrated
1


Gone to business
2


Total
42              

The number of female Students who finished their training in December, 1859,

Was 36


Appointed to Schools in Scotland
13


Appointed to Schools in England
12


Married 
2


Dead 
3


Engaged in private teaching 
6


Total 
36

Session 1860 Practising Schools

The attendance, which is limited only by the accommodation, is exhibited in the 

Subjoined table:-


Initiatory Department
198


Juvenile Department 
279


Senior Department
209


Model Department
138


Preparatory Department
51


Pupil Teachers Department
26


Total
901

Since August upwards of 100 pupils have been refused admission simply from want of 

Room. The fact alone shows the value attached to the education given in these schools.

College Department

The number of Students in attendance at this schools is as follows:-


Male Students of the first year 
58


Male Students of the second year
38


Female Students of the first year
50


Female Students of the second year
22


Total
168

Showing an increase over the attendance of last year of 19.

Of these there are –


Queen’s Scholars 
127


Free Church Bursars 
11


Self-supporting 
30


Total
168

The Students belong to the following denominations.


Free Church
93


Wesleyan
27


United Presbyterian
22


Established Church
6


Church of England
6


Independent
5


Baptist 
2


Congregational
1


Reformed Presbyterian
1


Original Secession
1


Calvinistic Methodist
1


Evangelical Union
1


Plymouth Brethren
1


Unitarian
1


Total 
168

The foregoing table shows clearly enough that the Free Church presents no barrier in the Establishment of a National System of Education. No student has asked exemption from any part of the religious instruction given in the Institution, with the exemption of the Shorter Catechism,  and even many, who were not required to learn it voluntarily attended the classes when it was the subject of instruction.

Of the 168 Students, these belong to


Scotland
127


England 
39


Ireland 
1


West Indies 
1


Total
168

Glasgow, 18th February, 1861 (page 28) 
Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. Wm. Fraser, Rev. George Philip, the Rev. Professor Douglas, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. Stow, H. Brown., C. Brown, F. Fergusson and N. Stevenson.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter there was read the 

following excerpt minute of the General Committee on the Normal Schools, held in the 

Normal School Glasgow on the 11th. Feb. 1861:-

Building extension proposals

“The Committee after much deliberation, considering that besides the new buildings now in course of erection in connection with the Glasgow Normal School, additional accommodation for halls is absolutely necessary, irrespective altogether of the present proposal – unanimously and cordially agreed to recommend the proposal to the Education  Committee for their approval; and instructed the Glasgow Normal School Committee to lay before the first meeting of the Education Committee an estimate of the probable expense of the additional building which the adoption of the proposal would involve, and a statement of the probable sources from which the expenses might be provided. “

The Committee, in consideration of this remit to report, for the information of 

The Educational Committee, that:-

1. 
The Architect estimates the sum necessary to complete the proposed additional building at £1930

2. 
The probable sources from which this expense might be provided are:-
1. The expected surplus of income over ordinary expenditure, after deduction from this surplus whatever sum may be allocation for increase of salaries. Should there be no diminution of the sums allowed by the Committee of Council on account of Certificated Students, and should the number of Students in attendance continue as at present – it is calculated that this surplus may amount to £400 or £500 a year.

2. The Committee have no doubt but that considering the great public benefit which would accrue from carrying out the Convenor’s proposal, a considerable sum could be raised by subscription.

3. The Committee intend to make application for a grant, in aid from the Trustees of the Fergusson Bequest Fund.

There was also read the following excerpt minute of meeting of the General Committee on the Normal Schools, held in the Normal School, Glasgow on the 11th February 1861.
“The Committee while fully agreeing in the justice of the recommendation, and while quite willing to give it their hearty approval, remitted the matter to the Glasgow Normal School Committee with instructions to take it into consideration having reference to the salaries of the other masters of the Glasgow Normal School and to bring up a report on this subject to the meeting of the Education Committee to be held on the 19th. instant.”

Increase in Mr Kerr’s salary

The Committing having taken this remit into their consideration unanimously agreed to repeat their recommendation that Mr. Kerr’s salary be increased as requested, and further the Committee in terms of the remit, unanimously agree to recommend that the sum of one Hundred Pounds be added to the Rector’s salary.

Letter from James Gunn

The Rector read a letter addressed to the Chairman of Directors, which had been received from James Gunn which case had been brought before the Committee by the Rector at their last meeting. The Committee instructed the Rector to send to James Gunn a letter, a draught of which the Committee approved of. The documents were ordered to be kept in retentis.

Correspondence with Messrs. Kerr, Dick and Richardson
The Rector laid before the Meeting a correspondence which had taken place between himself and Messrs. Kerr, Dick and Richardson. After deliberation, the Committee unanimously agreed to leave the whole arrangements of the Institution, as hitherto, in the hands of the Rector being satisfied that in making the necessary arrangements, he will consult the convenience of all the officers to as great an extent as is consistent with the good of the Institution as a whole. In reference to the want of a private room alluded to in the letter from the Lecturers of date the 11th. Feb. 1861, the Committee regret that the accommodation in this respect is not such as they could desire. They hope however that this grievance will be remedied so soon as the additional buildings now in progress are finished, and in the meantime they authorize the Rector to make such arrangements for the accommodation of the Lecturers, as in the present state of the buildings may be possible, or to engage if necessary a room contiguous to the Seminary for their use.

Expenses of Committee members

It was agreed to pay the expenses to Edinburgh of those clergymen, who are members of this Committee as well as of the Education Committee in attending meetings of the Education Committee in Edinburgh.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 25th February, 1861 (page 31)

Free Normal Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. Wm. Fraser, Messrs. Stow, Fergusson and N. Stevenson.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 
Examination of Practising Schools

Thereafter the Committee agreed to request the Presbytery to hold their annual examination of the Practising Schools on Thursday the 28th. day of March, and the Rector was instructed to write to the Presbytery Clerk to this effect. 

Building extension proposals

There was then laid on the table the following extract minute of the Education Committee.

“Having taken into special consideration the following proposals recommended by the Glasgow Normal School Committee, viz (1) to provide additional accommodation in connection with the Glasgow Normal School; (2) to form a special department for Mathematics and Classics; and (3) to augment the salaries of the Rev. John Kerr, Lecturer in Physical Science and of Mr. Morrison, Rector:- the Committee after deliberation, unanimously approve of the proposal to erect additional buildings and to form a Mathematical and Classical Department for the purposes specified; and they agree to grant an augmentation of £50 to Mr. Kerr, thereby raising his salary from £150 to £200 a year; and of £100 to Mr. Morrison, advancing his salary from £400 to £500 a year.”

After deliberation the Committee resolved to instruct the Architect to take an estimate for the proposed buildings, subject to the condition that no engagement is (come) under of proceedings with the erection of them immediately, and quod ultra the Committee endeavour to obtain correct information regarding the financial condition of the Institution before next meeting.

The meeting was closed with prayer,

Glasgow, 6th May, 1861 (page 32)
F.C. Seminary,

Which day the Committee met and duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. Dr. Fraser, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. F. Fergusson, No. Stevenson, C. Brown and H. Brown.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. Thereafter the Committee proceeded to consider the plans, which had  been provided by the Architect for fitting up the new class-rooms. After deliberation, it was agreed generally to approve of the plans, but they were remitted to the Building Committee to consider them more fully, and power was handed to the said Committee to have tem carried into effect.

Teaching of sewing to girls over seven

The Rector brought under the notice of the Committee a communication from their Lordships of the Committee of Council on Education, advising that all girls above seven years of age attending the Practising Schools should be taught Sewing. The Committee agreed to comply with this request and instructed the Rector to make enquiries with the aim of ascertaining what method was followed in Edinburgh in reference to fees in Sewing and report to the first meeting of the Building Committee.
Meeting of the Building Committee.

It was reported that the flooring of the Senior School was in a dangerous state. The Rector was instructed to request the Architect to examine it and to report to next meeting of Building Committee.

Various matters regarding the cleaning of the Seminary, the playgrounds etc., were also remitted to the Building Committee.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 12th August, 1861 (page 33)

F.C. Training College,

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt the Rev. Robert Bremner, Messrs. Stow, C. Brown, Dr. Joshua Paterson – Mr. Bremner in the Chair.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 
Thereafter there were read the Minutes of the Building Committee of date the 16th. May and the 10th. June, which were sustained and ordered to be engrossed in the minutes.

Building Committee Report 16th, May 1861 (page 33)

Sederunt, Dr. Paterson, F. Fergusson Esq., D. Stow Esq., and the Rector. Mr. Stow opened the meeting with prayer.

The Architect, Campbell Douglas Esq., being present, explained the plan he had prepared for fitting up the new rooms. The plans were approved of and the Architect was instructed to state (?) the estimates and to have the work accomplished.
The Architect reported that he had examined the flooring of the Senior School, but that he was unable to give any accurate report until the Vacation, with the Schools being empty he could make a more through examination.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Building Committee Report 10th June, 1861 (page 34)

Sederunt F. Fergusson Esq., D. Stow Esq., Colin Brown Esq., and the Rector.  Mr. Stow opened the meeting with prayer.

It was agreed to have the following work performed as usual, during the Vacation, to wit:-

1. The rooms to be washed and white-washed, and the lobbies and staircases painted. The work to be done by estimate.

2. The playgrounds to be covered with gravel, and row of flags to be laid along the east side of the building, according to an estimate laid on the table.

3. The new railing on the playground to be painted.

4. The Architect was empowered to examine the Senior Schools and should it be necessary to lift the flooring and to remove the gallery, to fit up the room with fixed desk running along the sides of the room, with an area in the middle, as also, to make a new door-way into the class-room. The whole work to be done by estimate.

Scale of fees

The Rector laid on the table the result of his enquiries regarding the Sewing and a revised table of fees which he had prepared. 
The scale of fees was approved and ordered to be adopted. 

Resignation of Mr Robert McCosh

The Rector laid upon the table the Resignation of Mr. Robert McCosh, Second Master in the Juvenile Department, who had been appointed Classical Master in the Collegiate School, Glasgow. Mr. Stow and the Rector were empowered to appoint a Successor.

The meeting was closed with prayer. 
Appointment of Mr Isaac Haddington

The Rector reported that in accordance with the power given them, Mr. Stow and himself had appointed Mr. Isaac Haddington, Second Master in the Juvenile Department in terms of Mr. Robert McCosh resigned.

Resignation of Mr James Miller

There was laid on the table the Resignation of Mr. James Miller one of the Masters of the Senior Department, on the occasion of his appointment to the Mastership of the F.C. School, Fullarton. 
Appointment of Mr James White

On the recommendation of the Rector Mr. James White was appointed in the place of Mr. Miller.

Resignation of Miss Jane Abbot

There was laid on the table the Resignation of Miss Jane Abbot, Industrial Mistress, on the occasion of her intended marriage. 
Appointment of Miss Isabella Dow and Miss Catherine Harper
In accordance with previous decisions of the Committee it was agreed to appoint two mistresses in the place of Miss Abbot. On the recommendation of the Rector, Miss Isabella Dow and Miss Catherine Harper were appointed.

Resignation of Miss Margaret Caughie

There was laid upon the table the Resignation of Miss Margaret Caughie, assistant in the Industrial department. 
Appointment of Miss Jean Caughie

It was agreed to appoint Miss Jean Caughie in her stead.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 4th September, 1861 (page 36)
F. C. Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt the Rev. Robert Philip, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. Stow, C. Brown, F. Fergusson.

Unsatisfactory performance of Mr Richardson

The Rector reported that the state of discipline and instruction in the Grammar classes taught by Mr. Richardson seemed to him to be unsatisfactory, that the female students of the first year had represented that they were not receiving instruction of a useful kind and had asked permission to supplement their grammatical knowledge by attending a class at their own expense outside the Seminary altogether, and that on this representation and request being made he had instituted a rigid examination both orally and in writing. The result of the latter was laid on the table and also the Rector’s report on the papers addressed to Mr. Richardson. After deliberation, the Committee instructed the Rector to institute another examination at the end of the month, and to report upon it next meeting of Committee, and in the meantime to inform class that if the result of that examination should prove unsatisfactory supplementary instruction would be given them in connection with the Institution. 

Revised Code of Minutes

The Rector laid on the table a copy of the Revised Code of Minutes, which it was agreed to consider at next meeting.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 30th September, 1861 (page 37)

F. C. Seminary

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, the Rev. George Philip, the Rev. Robert Bremner, the Rev. Wm. Fraser, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. F. Fergusson and H. Brown.

Estimate for heating

The minutes of last two meetings were read and approved of. Thereafter, there was laid on the table an estimate for heating the Institution with hot water. The consideration of this matter was remitted to the Building Committee with powers.

Resignation of the Janitor, Mr John Walters

There was laid on the table a letter from John Walters, announcing his resignation of the Janitorship, which he had held for the last 7 years. The Committee, in agreeing to accept the resignation resolved to record their sense of the faithfulness with which Mr. Walters had discharged his duties. He had on all occasions given himself to his work with great zeal and assiduity, and had so conducted himself as to merit the entire approbation of the Directors and of every one connected with the Institution. It was remitted to the Building Committee, along with the Rev. Dr. Buchanan to take the necessary steps to obtain a successor to Mr. Walters.

Consideration of the Revised Code

The Committee having resumed consideration of the Revised Code appointed a Sub Committee to consider the whole matter and to bring up a report to next meeting, the Committee to consist of the Rev. W. Fraser, Mr. Stow, and the Rector – Mr. Fraser, Convenor.

Testimonial for Rev David Smith

The Rector put a draft copy of a testimonial in favour the Rev. David Smith. The same having been considered and amended, the Rector was instructed to transmit it to Mr. Smith.

Gift of music by William Ewing

The Rector reported that 68 works on Music had been presented to the Library by William Ewing Esq., The Committee instructed the Rector to convey their grateful thanks to Mr. Ewing.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 4th November, 1861 (page 38)

F. C. Seminary

Present

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. Fergusson, H. Brown and Stow.

Minutes of the Sub-committee on appointment of Janitor

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. The minutes of the Sub-Committee appointed look out for a Janitor and on heating were also read approved of and ordered to be engrossed in the minutes:- Janitorship.

Glasgow, 7th October 1861 (page 38) 
F.C. Seminary,

Which day the sub-committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. F. Fergusson, C. Brown.

Applicants for the post of Janitor

It was reported that 7 applicants for the Janitorship had come forward. It was agreed to postpone consideration of applicants in the meantime, and to meet on Monday, the 14th. Oct.

The meeting was closed with prayer.”

Glasgow, 14th October, 1861 (page 39)
F. C. Seminary,

Which day the Sub Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Joshua Paterson, Messrs. F. Fergusson, N. Stevenson, H. Brown & C. Brown.

Applicants for post of Janitor

The applicants for the Janitorship now reported to be 14. After consideration it was agreed to make a reduced leet of five, to wit:




Robert Reid




David MacKie




John Riddell




James Gallie




William Richardson.

Dr. Paterson, Messrs. Brown and Fergusson were appointed to visit the homes of those on the short list and to report to a further meeting.

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Glasgow, 18th October, 1861 (page 39)

F. C. Seminary,

Which day the Sub Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Paterson, Messrs. F. Ferguson & N. Stevenson.

Appointment of John Riddell as Janitor

Dr. Paterson, on behalf of the Committee, appointed at last meeting gave in a report, where after consideration, it was unanimously agreed to appoint John Riddell to the office of Janitor.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
Glasgow, 7th October, 1861 (page 40) 
F. C. Seminary,

Which day the Committee met and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt, Dr. Paterson, Messrs. F. Fergusson, C. Brown and the Rector.

Heating arrangements

The Committee having considered the estimate for heating unanimously agreed not to accept it, but to allow the Institution to be heated as hitherto. The Rector was instructed to communicate this to the Architect, and to request him to make provision for heating the Senior Department on the old plan.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
Arrangements to consider Report of the sub-committee on the Revised Code

It was agreed to hold a special meeting on Monday the 11th. Inst., to take into consideration the report of the Sub Committee on the Revised Code.

Annual Social Evening

It was agreed to hold the Annual Social Meeting of the Institution on the evening of Monday the 16th. Dec., the Rev. dr. Buchanan Chairman to preside and address the Students on the occasion. Dr. Paterson, F. Fergusson Esq., with the Rector were appointed a Committee to make the necessary arrangements. 

Examination of Mr John Dick by the Privy Council

There was laid on the table a letter from Mr. A. H. Dick, Lecturer in Geography and History to the effect that he had been appointed to his present office on the condition of submitting to the Examination for Lecturers prescribed by their Lordships of the Committee of Privy Council – that he had done so at Easter 1861, but has been rejected mainly he believed on the ground that the resolution had been taken to appoint no more Lecturers, and that now it had been authoritatively stated that an opportunity for examination would not be given at Easter 1862. In these circumstances he asked the Committee to take his case into consideration, binding himself should Government yet offer any means by which Lecturers may gain an augmentation to relieve the Committee of any addition, which in present circumstances, they might make to his salary.

The Committee having taken this letter into their consideration, unanimously agreed to recommend to the Join-Committee to take Mr. Dick’s case into their favourable consideration, and instructed those members of this Committee who are also members of the Joint Committee to represent Mr. Dick’s claim in the peculiar circumstances in which the revised code placed him.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 11th November, 1861 (page 41) 
F. C. Seminary

Which day the Committee met, and was duly constituted by prayer. 
Present

Sederunt, the Rev. dr. Buchanan, the Rev. Wm. Fraser, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer, the Rev. Professor Douglas, Messrs. F. Fergusson, C. Brown, N. Stevenson & D. Stow.

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. 
Report of the sub-committee appointed to consider the Revised Code

Thereafter the Sub-Committee appointed last meeting gave in their Report upon the Revised Code. After full consideration, it was agreed to print the report, and to send copies to the members of this Committee and the members of the Joint Committee.

The meeting closed with prayer.

Glasgow, 8th August, 1864

Present

Met the Normal School Committee. Present Dr Joshua Paterson, who opened the meeting with prayer, Messrs C. Brown, F. Ferguson, R. Lumsden and Mr Kidston

Appointment of Committee for 1864-65

Read letter from William Gray Esq. containing names of Committee for 1864-65.

Rev Dr. Buchanan
Dr U.G. Blackie

Dr Lorimer
Dr Joshua Paterson

Professor Douglas
Mr C. Brown

Robert Bremner 
Mr H. Brown

W. Fraser
Mr F. S. Ferguson

G. Philip
Mr W. Galbraith

Mr U. Kidston
Mr N. Stevenson

Mr D. Stow
Mr R. Lumsden.


Glasgow, 11th November, 1864

Stow’s funeral

Met the Normal School Committee, along with the Masters and Students in the Hall of the Institution. After religious exercises had been conducted by the Rev William Fraser, the Directors, Masters and Students proceeded, according to arrangement, to attend the funeral of David Stow Esq.

Glasgow, 28th, November, 1864

Extract: Rev Fraser appointed to write Stow’s obituary for the minutes

Mr Fraser was appointed to prepare a Minute to be entered in the Minutes expressing the sense which the Committee cherish of loss in the death of William Stow, Esq.
It was agreed to appoint Robert Lumsden Esq. , Correspondent of the Schools, in room of the late Mr Stow.
Glasgow, 16th January, 1865

Stow’s obituary by Rev William Fraser

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved of. It was agreed to insert on the Minutes the following record regarding the late Mr. Stow, and the Convener was instructed to send an extract of the Minute to his family:

We record with deep sorrow the removal by death of Mr. David Stow. The loss to this Institution and to the cause of Christian Education in the land we cannot express. We would acknowledge with gratitude the ennobling influence of his example in early dedicating himself to the Lord's Service as a Sabbath School Teacher, and in continuing through a long life spent, amid the pressing engagements of business, to labour unceasingly for the best interests of the young. He has, been honoured to achieve, through the grace of God, a great work. The principles of the well known "Training System" which he instituted, and their varied applications perseveringly developed, the Normal Seminary which he originated for training teachers, the first formally established in Britain, his combining with the ordinary agencies the play-ground or uncovered school for the manifestation of feelings and habit& to be encouraged or re-pressed in moral training, and the subordinating every process to lead the young to Jesus, and to prepare them not only for the responsibilities of this life, but for the rewards of Eternity, gave an altogether new and nobler aspect to public instruction. 

He was called to bear testimony to the principles of the Free Church of Scotland through parting with and learning the noble Institution to promote which he had spent the best energies of his life, and the Sacrifice was unhesitatingly made. He had his reward not only in the approval of his own conscience, but in that kindness of his blessed Master, which raised another institution for the immediate continuance and extension of his life work.

To all the pupils and especially to the students in training, he was endeared by his unvarying kindness, cheerfulness and enthusiasm, and he still lives in their memory and affections. 

During the few years of his seclusion from active duty, the Lord dealt graciously with him in drawing his heart and all his hopes more fully to Himself, in deepening that peace which passeth understanding, and in giving richly to him the believer's joy. Enabled to say ‘Even so, 

come Lord Jesus’ he entered into that rest which remaineth for the people of God. 

Whilst we mourn the loss of a beloved fellow labourer in the Lord, endeared to us by many associations, and whose hopefulness ever aided to sustain us in our common work, we would rejoice in the reward which he has in the joy of his Lord and would now look to our God that He may ‘so teach us to number our days’ that we may apply ‘our hearts our unto wisdom’ 

To his sorrowing son and daughter, we would offer the expression of our affectionate regard and we commend them to his guidance and care, who alone can impart true consolation and who hath promised to be a father to the fatherless. 
Glasgow, 18th May, 1874
Minutes regarding death of David Caughie

Glasgow, 18 May, 1874

Met the Normal School Committee and was duly constituted. Sederent: the Rev Dr Buchanan, the Rev Dr Douglas, the Rev W. R. Taylor, and Misses G. M. Grierson and W. Brown.

The Committee, at this their first meeting, since the death of Mr David Caughie, Master of the Initiatory Department of this Institution, desire to put on record their sense of the invaluable services he has rendered to the cause of Infant School Education, and the loss which the Institution has sustained by his removal. A native of Stranraer, Mr Caughie was brought to Glasgow in 1826 by Dr Welsh and Mr Stow to take charge of the Infant School established in the Drygate. In 1829 he was transferred to a new school, instituted in the Saltmarket. Here he continued to labour until in 1837 he was appointed Master of the Initiatory Department in the Normal Seminary established by the Glasgow Education Society in Dundas Vale. When, in 1845, that building was claimed by the Established Church, Mr Caughie, along with all the Masters, Students, and Scholars removed to this Institution, in which he has laboured for the long period of twenty-nine years.

Possessed of a singular natural aptitude for dealing with the young, of a most childlike spirit, of great power of sympathy, and high Christian character, he made all his teaching subservient to the one great end of impressing the truth, as it is in Jesus, on the hearts and conscience of his scholars. By the Grace of God given to him, he was enabled to spend a long and honoured life in the Master's Service, and to train generation after generation, in the knowledge and love of God.

The Committee, while expressing their deep Sympathy with his bereaved widow and sorrowing family, would desire thankfully to acknowledge the loving kindness of the Lord in sparing to the Church, for as many years, and who so faithfully did the work given him to do, and two after serving his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep and was laid unto his fathers.
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