Glasgow Infant School Society Committee Book 

September 24, 1829 - William Collins 

I visited the Infant School twice this week, and cannot but express the high satisfaction I felt at the whole exhibition, the cleanliness and good order of the children, the discrimination they manifested repeating the different objects presented to their attention and the readiness and intelligence of response to the various questions proposed were highly creditable to them, while the correct thoughts and intelligence which they displayed evinced the skill, diligence and good tact of Mr Caughie in conducting the whole process of Infant instruction. 

September 29, 1829 - Allan Buchanan 

Visited the Infant School on the 22 and 28 September. Was much delighted with the cleanliness and orderly conduct of the little ones, heard them go thro' their various lessons which was done with such animation and correctness that surprised me exceedingly. I cannot express the impression made on my mind, on beholding such a group of Infants so far advanced in knowledge - great praise is due to their teacher Mr Caughie, also to Mrs Caughie for the material care she displays over her young charges. 

October 10, 1829 - Allan Fullarton, William Wardlaw 

I have much pleasure in recording the satisfaction I have had in twice visiting the Infant School this week. I have been much struck with the Judicious mixture of kindness and vigor (sic) on the part of the Mistress and Master and greatly delighted with the progress of the scholars as with their healthy and happy appearance. 

October 14, 1829 - Patrick Falconer 

Visited the Infant School once for about an hour and a half, saw as much as enables me to confirm in a general manner all that is said by the preceding visitors. 

The cleanliness, attention and aptitude and intelligence of the children in their remarks and answers are striking and prove the fitness of Mr and Mrs Gaughie (sic) for leading on the young minds of their pupils through the different Parts of Instruction suited to an Infant School. 

October 21, 1829 - Thomas Brown 

I have repeatedly visited this Infant School and on every occasion have had much gratification. I beg leave to bear testimony to the assiduous and parent like interest that Mr and Mrs Gauchie (sic) take in their youthful charge and the cleanliness, order and subordination and attention that are discovered among the children, not to speak of their intellectual attainments, afford sufficient proof of the importance of this Institution. I have therefore to record my approval of all that I have this day witnessed. 

November 6, 1829 - Hugh L Brown 

Visited the Infant School this day, I was much pleased with the clean and healthy appearance of the children, their orderly behaviour and the correctness with which they answered the most (sic) of the questions put to them by their teacher. I admire the happy way he has in combining pleasure with useful instruction, and do not hesitate to say that I consider Mr and Mrs Caughie well qualified for the office they bear as Teachers of this Infant School, and am more confirmed in my opinion that the system is well calculated for the moral improvement of the rising generation. 

October 28, 1829 - Rev Dr Ralph Wardlaw 

This, I am ashamed to say, has been my first visit to this school: but the visit has fully confirmed all my previous attachment to the system; which, I am persuaded, requires only to be known to be approved by everyone interested in the well-being of the rising generation and of society. This visit has also given me the most satisfactory evidence of the qualifica​tions of the teachers and the interest they take in their charge. 

November 14, 1829 - Hugh Brown 

I have been much gratified with my visit to the Infant School. The pleasure with which the little ones enter upon their exercises and the quietness and general correctness of their answers to Mr Caughie's questions shew (sic) the interest they take in them - and the captivating manner with which Nr Caughie blend (sic) amusement with instruction make the Infant School at once a place of recreation and information. 

November 19, 1829 - H Heughs 

I regret that I have been prevented from spending as much time in the school as I could have wished; but I have seen enough to satisfy me of the order, cleanliness, spirit and progress of the interesting pupils, and of the assiduity, judgement, and uncommon tact of the teachers. 

November 24, 1829 - John Smyth 

I have had particular pleasure in my visit to the Infant School. The children discover great aptness for being taught the various lessons which are admirably suited to their youthful capacities. They are all evidently very happy being managed with great judgement and kindliness by their Instructors. It is gratifying to notice the intelligence with which they repeat the questions proposed to them. 

December 3, 1829 - Adam Gunn 

On the present, as well as on former occasions of visiting the Infant School, I have been particularly gratified with the whole arrangements and performances. Every department seems to be carried forward with activity and judgement; and the success is manifested in the subordination, intelligence and happiness of the little ones - too much praise cannot be bestowed on the teachers. 

December 10, 1829 - Ian Playfair 

I have been much gratified in hearing the various exercises gone through and with the manner (sic) the school is conducted by the zealous teacher Mr Caughie. 

December 18, 1829 - John Wilson 

Visited the school this day and felt quite delighted at the way it's conducted by the joint attentions and exertions of both Mr and Mrs Caughie. Nothing is awanting on their part to bring forward the children to the knowledge of their (sic) which they seem to understand as well as repeat in a manner as highly gratifying to any visitor who may come from time to time as the regard and love they seem to have for their teachers is highly pleasing. 
 

December 31, 1829 Dugald Bannatyne 

I have been much gratified with all that I have seen - with the progress the children appear to be making, and the marks of intelligence they exhibit. Mr and Mrs Caughie have great merit in what they have been able to affect in carrying so successfully into execution the object of this important Institution. 

January 28, 1830 - Patrick McFarlan 

After an inspection of about an hour's continuance I have been more than ever pleased with Mr Caughie's manner of conducting the business of this school. I have been much pleased also with the joyousness of the children and their cheerful submission to the authority and commands of their teachers and am convinced that the habits which they acquire in this infant seminary will be of great importance to them in prosecuting their education in the more advanced stages of childhood and youth. 

January 29, 1830 - John Wilson, Moodies Court 

The children during the time I was present went over a great variety of exercises in the Gallery and manifested all that interest which is the surest presage of improvement. Their teacher seems determined to keep ahead in this march of his pupils and nothing has struck me more today than Mr C's increased aptness of selecting suitable subjects for exciting the attention of his infant flock - heard of a little girl who had been attend​ing the school in Paisley and was seized with fever, so strong an impression had the erudition(?) of it made upon her that in a state of delirium she was continually engaged in clapping hands, singing etc. 

March 19, 1830 - Patrick Falconer 

Heard the children go through a variety of exercises which showed a progress in mental acquirements which seemed above their years and proved very strongly the usefulness of the Institution and the fitness of Mr Caughie as Teachers (sic) for conducting it to the best advantage. 

March 25, 1830 - Hugh Brown 

I have much pleasure in stating my satisfaction on visiting the Infant School this day, and on observing the cleanly appearance and orderly behaviour of the children, likewise the general correctness and discrimina​tion manifested in their answers to the various questions proposed by their Teacher. I am still of opinion that the system is well calculated to lay a foundation in the young mind for habits of improvement. 

March 26, 1830 - William Crichton 

I visited the school in the Drygate today for about an hour found (sic) nearly 100 of the children present, was much pleased with their appearance, behaviour and attainments, and consider the state of the Institution highly encouraging to the friends of Mr Wilderspin's Infant School Scheme. 

April 22, 1830 - Hugh Brown 

I have been much pleased and interested (?) with the Infant School during my visit to it today and have to express my entire concurrence with what is said by previous visitors as to the great advantage of the Institution to the Infant Children of the working classes. Mr Caughie has great merit in what he has done in bringing this School to its present interesting state. 

July 31, 1830 - J McVey 

With my visit to this school I have been much pleased, both as regards Mr Caughie's unremitting zeal and kindness as with the progress the children are making and the cheerfulness and intelligence they exhibit in obeying and answering the questions proposed by the teachers. 

August 14. 1830 - Rev John Rennie, Columbia, South Carolina, United States 

It is with heartfelt pleasure I offer my humble testimony in favour of infants schools. The time passed with Mr Caughie and his interesting pupils I can never forget, all and more than I had anticipated was fully realised. I regard the Institution as eminently favourable to the cause of religion and humanity. As such it will ever command my influence and prayer. 

August 30, 1830 - Rev H Heughs, Glasgow 

I have very great pleasure in repeating my testimony to the excellent order, spirit and progress of this seminary. 

August 31, 1830 - Thomas Brown 

I find that Mr and Mrs Caughie's interest in their youthful charge is not in the least degree abated and that the young under their tuition continue to improve in all there (sic) good habits that are so essential in early life, and to acquire that knowledge that is suited to their infant minds. I beg therefore to accord my approval of all that I have witnessed. 

November 25, 1830 - Ian Playfair 

Visited this school today in the forenoon and on Monday 22 in the afternoon. On both occasions I was greatly pleased with Mr Caughie's continued energy in teaching and the life and proficiency exhibited by the children. On Monday we had a good specimen of the evil effects of bad example. One of the older boys and a monitor while in the playground commenced tossing about the little wooden bricks, instead of using them as intended. Forthwith several of the younger ones proceeded to the same work in so much that great danger to the lives (?) ensued - one boy having actually got slightly hurt on the head. Mr Caughie of course was on the alert and while he in his own judicious way checked the sport, he did not fail to draw from what had passed a fine moral lesson when they were assembled in the Gallery. 

January 19, 1831 - Dugald Bannatyne 

I have been much gratified with all I have witnessed in my visit of the school this day. And from what I have seen, am confident that Infant Schools, conducted on Mr Wilderspin's admirable plan, are capable of being made the medium for effecting a more substantial and lasting moral improve​ment on the mass of society than any means that have yet been thought of for this end. If the unremitting attention of the teacher were bestowed on impressing on the children an inviolable regard to truth in whatever situation and circumstance they were to find themselves involved in giving them at the same time a clear understanding of right and wrong, and a sense of the inestimable value of honesty and straightforwardness in all their actions and transactions; so that when a child happened to deviate from these principle he should feel himself lowered in his own and the common estimation. The impression which might be thus made on these beings at this early period, would to a certain degree be indelible, and never to be entirely eradicated by any circumstances they might be exposed to in their after journey through life. I am of opinion that much of what I have ventured to state, might be arrived at, and the children highly gratified: by the teacher from time to time introducing little stories of good and bad boys, illustrative of the principles he wished to inculcate, and which Mr Wilderspin, it will be recollected, did with such happy effort. 

March 1, 1831 - Rev H Heugh 

Often as I have visited this seminary, I have never done so with more entire satisfaction than this day. The quantity and variety of information, which has been evidently introduced into these infant minds, the familiar acquaintance to which they have been brought with the first principles of morals, and the elements of religious truth - the peaceful order and subordination, the brisk attention, the cleanliness and happiness which appear among them, recommend the Institution to a high degree of public favour, and are greatly to the honour of the Master and Mistress. The advantages which, through the blessing of God, would certainly result to the rising race from the extension of such Institutions over the city and suburbs are incalculable. 

March 24, 1831 - William Crichton 

Visited the school this day for an hour, found about 103 children in attendance and was much gratified with the whole of the exercises which I saw the children go through. 

March 25, 1831 - Hugh Brown 

Having visited the school this forenoon, as usual I was much pleas'd with the cleanly appearance and orderly behaviour of the children and the general correctness manifested by them in their answers to the questions proposed by their teacher. I observ'd during the course of the exersise (sic) one or two of the Younger Children from some trifling cause had become peevish. I admir'd the gentle and affectionate method Mr Caughie took to restore them and subdue their little self will and even to convey conviction to their young minds that they were wrong. And have no doubt but these early instructions by the blessing of God will lay a good foundation for future improvement. 

April 5, 1831 - John McVey 

Visited the school for about an hour this afternoon, was perfectly satisfied with the appearance of the children 112 in number, the youngest of them seemed interested and attentive to their monitors, and Mr and Mrs Caughie attentive and kind as usual. 

April 14, 1831 - Allan Fullarton 

Visited the school this day for upwards of an hour. Found about 120 present and was exceedingly delighted with the variety and accuracy of their attainments as well as with their healthy, clean, and cheerful appearance. Mr Caughie's tact in fixing their attention and conveying instruction seems very great and he has evidently secured by his judicious mixture of kindness and vigor (sic) the best affections of the little people committed to his care. 

April 25, 1831 - ? 

Visited the school found 114 present. Cleanliness and comfort prevailed. Happiness evidently ? in their countenance. The exercises were well executed and appeared well calculated to promote both mental and moral improvement. 

June 16, 1831 - Dugald Bannatyne 

I have visited the school this day and found it continuing to go on well. There appears to be a greater number of scholars than when I last visited, and more of them very young. I was much pleased with the attention and apparent intelligence of some of the little monitors in the management of their classes. 

I was informed by Mr Caughie that different of the Parents had taken an opportunity to express to him their sense of the beneficial influence on the character and conduct of their children, produced by what was taught in the school. They had noticed that when the children saw any of their brothers or sisters or companions doing what appeared to them not strictly consistent with truth and honesty, they instantly observed to them that they were doing what was not right: and they mentioned that these occasional observations were not without their effect on every individual of the family. 

Such results I would consider the triumph of the Infant School system, and that no pains should be spared to secure the continuance of these effects. 

September 28, 1831 - Rev Adam Gunn 

I visited this day the Infant School taught by Mr and Mrs Gauchie (sic) and find the school in a state of perfect efficiency. The complement of children is full - their healthy, cleanly, active and intelligent appearance constitutes one of the most gratifying and animating spectacles to which the attention can be directed - the hilarity combined with the strictest subordination is truly astonishing. 

October 28, 1831 -? 

I visited the Drygate School today, found upwards of 100 of the children present and have great pleasure in recording my conviction of Mrs (sic) and Mrs Caughie' s attention to the instruction and improvement of the infant scholars.

November 1, 1831 - I Playfair 
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Visited this interesting school, under 100 present, Mr Caughie' s ardour in the cause and system to day seems unabated. 

William Collin’s comments








