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Rules and Regulations


INFANT SCHOOLS are intended for the reception of children from the age of Two till that of Six years, ,with the view of imbibing their opening minds with the knowledge of religious truth - of training them up in habits, of obedience and good order - and of giving them such elementary instruction, as may prepare them for entering with advantage into Parochial and, other Schools.

The object of the Glasgow Society is to establish and support a Model School in this city, conducted upon such principles; - to use every endeavour to recommend - the system for general adoption: to afford facilities to those who might be disposed to institute Infant Schools, by furnishing the apparatus at cost price; by giving every information in regard to the best modes of erecting and conducting Schools, and by affording, such pecuniary assistance as may be in their power. 

The affairs of the Society, shall be, under the direction of a President, Vice-Presidents, two Secretaries, a Treasurer and two Committees, one of Ladies and, the other of Gentlemen. Each Committee to consist of …….. members,, who shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Society.

The active management of the Institution shall be under: a Committee of twelve Gentlemen, elected annually from the General Committee, - the Secretaries and Treasurer being ex officio Members –any four a quorum. Stated Meetings of the Committee of Management to be held quarterly, on the first Monday of January, March, June, September.

Two Members of the Committee of Management to be appointed at each quarterly Meeting, to meet in the School on the first Monday of every month, to examine into the state of the School and to receive and determine in regard to applications for admission. The Members thus appointed shall report their proceedings in a book to be kept in the School-room for that purpose. 

The School to be inspected once a week by one of the Members  of the General Committee, in order who shall receive notice from the Teacher; and who is requested to record his opinion of the progress of the Scholars, in a book to be kept for that purpose. 

The Master and Mistress to be elected annually by the Committee of Management, and be under their control; appeals in cases of difficulty being always allowed to the Society.

The Master shall open and close the School  each day with prayer.

The. Master and Mistress shall be specially enjoined, in the daily management of the School, to bring Scripture truth and sound Moral principles to bear upon the minds and consciences of the little Children, with simplicity and affection suited to their tender years: and to take care that all restraints or corrections, which proper discipline may require, shall be free from every species of violence. 

All applications for the admission of Children shall be laid, before the Committee, heard in the School-room on the first Monday of each month; on which day alone Children can' be  received. The names of Children; their age; and residence; to be marked by the Teacher in his Book, with the dates of their entering into, and leaving the School. Children shall not be admitted ,before Two, nor after Five years of age. Children with any infectious disease or who have not been vaccinated, shall not be admitted. 

The Children to pay Twopence weekly which must be paid every Monday morning. 

Parents must send their children with hands, face, and neck  clean washed: - their hair well combed; and cut short - and , their clothes as clean and decent as possible. 

Hours of attendance during November, December, and January, Ten to One, and Two to Four 6'clock; - in October and February, Ten to One, and two to half-past Four; and during the other months, Ten to One and Three to Five. Doors open every morning throughout the year, at half-past Nine O’ clock and all the Children must be present before Ten. In November, December, and January, though the lessons be finished before half-past Three o'clock, yet the Children shall not be required to leave the play-ground till Four in October  and February though the lessons may be finished before Four o'clock, the Children shall not be required to leave the playground till Five. In other months, though the lessons may be over before Five, yet the Children may continue in the playground till Six o'clock. One of the Teachers always to be in the way to superintend in the-play-ground. It is understood, that should the Parents wish it, any Child may bring dinner; and remain within the premises during the stated intervals. 

Children absent Two days, or late in coming to the School Four days without a proper excuse, forfeit their right of attendance.

The Whole School to be swept out every, day-the floors washed once a week - the gallery and seats only on Saturday, so as to be perfectly dry before Monday. 

Parents and Strangers shall be admitted to Visit the School each day between the hours of Eleven and Twelve in Winter; and Twelve and One in Summer. No individual, can be admitted at any other time without permission in writing, from one of the Committee of Management. 

There shall be an Annual Public Examination of the School on the day of the General Meeting of the Society. 

A Report of the Committee of Management to be made to the General Meeting. 

[bookmark: _Toc118177475](Written by David Welsh)


MINUTES

OF

ANNUAL MEETING

Glasgow, 19th May, 1829

The Annual Meeting of The Glasgow Infant School Society, and the Public Examination of the Model School, Drygate, took place this day, at one o'clock, in the Rev Mr Gunn's Chapel, Hope Street.

In the absence of the President, James Ewing, Esq. it was moved, that Andrew Mitchell, Esq. one of the Vice-Presidents, should take the Chair.

The Rev John Smyth, of St George's, opened the Meeting with prayer.

The Report was then read by the Rev David Welsh, of St David's, one of the Secretaries of the Society. After which the Meeting was addressed by David Stow, Esq. another of the Secretaries, who entered into several explanations in regard to the Examination, and to read several letters from the Parents of the Children attending the School.

Upon this the Children, to the number of about one hundred and seventy, were brought forward by the Master and Mistress, and the Examination took place; and to the conclusion of which the following Motions were made, and seconded, and unanimously agreed to.

I. On the Motion of the Rev J. Smyth, (in the absence of Dr Cleland, unavoidably called away from the Meeting upon public business) seconded by P. Falconer, Esq. –

Resolved

That the Report which had been read should be printed and circulated, under the direction of the Committee,

II. On the Motion of the Rev Patrick McFarlan, seconded by the Rev Adam Gunn:

Resolved,

That the following Gentleman be appointed Office-Bearers for next year: (Vide Page 3)

III. On the Motion of the Rev Valentine Ward, seconded by Henry Langlands, Esq

Resolved,

That the Examination of the Children this day affords an additional proof of the paramount importance of Infant Tuition, and a calculated to encourage the Society to persevere in their exertions for the diffusion of the System.

IV. On the Motion of James Sword Esq. seconded by Allan Fullerton, Esq.

Resolved,

That the thanks of the Meeting be presented to Mr and Mrs Caughie, for their efforts in behalf of the Children under their care.

It was then moved by Andrew Bannatyne, Esq. and carried by acclamation, that the cordial thanks of the Society be returned to David Stow, Esq. to whose judicious and unwearied exertions the establishment and success of this Society was to be ascribed.

The Meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev V. Ward.

ANNUAL REPORT

GLASGOW, MAY, 1829

In presenting their first Report to their Constituents and the Public, the Committee of the Glasgow Infant School Society trust, that, before giving an account of their proceedings during the last year, they may be allowed to offer a few brief remarks upon the subject of Infant Education in general.
	
The first idea of the establishment of an Infant School, was suggested by the melancholy condition of the children of the poorer classes in large towns. Allowed to go unprotected in the midst of crowded streets by the carelessness of parents, or locked up in dreary solitude during their necessary absence at work, the accidents to which such children were exposed, the vicious habits they contracted, and the state of squalid wretchedness in which they grew up, loudly called for interference. Even to place them where their personal comfort and safety might be secured, and where they might be removed from the influence of bad example, was an object worthy of the attention of the benevolent; and little more, perhaps, was intended in the commencement of the system. In the course of conducting it, however, not only has this end been accomplished but such views have been opened up, in regard to education, in regard to the capabilities of the infant mind, and in regard to the treatment suited to the early stages of existence, as afford the prospect of a material improvement in the condition of society, were the methods which have been discovered generally adopted.
	
In education, as hitherto conducted, the ends proposed and the means employed for attaining them, have proceeded upon a melancholy ignorance of the principles of human nature.  For ages, the efforts of the Teacher were directed to the conveying of the signs of ideas merely, with little reference to the ideas themselves; and fear was the only motive that was recognized. To know letters as the signs of certain sounds, and to know words in a dead language as representative of others in our own, with little regard to the meaning of either; and to be forced, by the dread of punishment, to acquire what, in the way it was taught, it was impossible there could be any taste for, constitute the chief part of the history of the early period of our School Education, as remembered by many of us. The way in which Arithmetic was taught, was liable to similar objections. The names and combinations of figures were learned by rote, without any explanation of the principles upon which the rules were founded, or of the application of the rules to the actual business of life. The same remarks might be extended to the other branches of instruction – so that memory, and too of words merely, or at most of signs, was the only power that was exercised, while terror was the great principle of obedience. There might be, and there were, many exceptions in particular seminaries. But still this was the prevailing character of education as usually conducted.
	
A great inroad was made upon the old methods by the Madras System, discovered by the Rev. Dr. Bell, which provides, the  judgment should be exercised as well as the memory; that the child should be able to explain, as well as to read and repeat, and that delight in the rational exercise of their faculties, along with the aid of the principles of imitation, and a generous emulation, should, in a great measure, supersede the necessity of corporal punishment. This system, under various names, is now in full operation is many seminaries. And many of its most important practices are followed with much advantage in schools where its principles are not carried into full effect.

	
In this respect, then, a very great improvement has taken place; and it is generally allowed, that there is scarcely any art, in which, during the last twenty or thirty years, such progress has been made as in that of education. The principles of tuition, indeed, have undergone an entire revolution: the time of the children is better employed; with less punishment a more effective discipline is maintained; more instruction is conveyed, branches of education are introduced, which, at a former period, were never thought of; and thus the period of boyhood is rendered incalculably more happy, and the business of the school is rendered more immediately subservient to the business of after life.
	
Still, however it is to be observed, that the efforts of the Teacher are limited in their object. It is the intellect merely to which is attention is confined, while the state of the affections is comparatively neglected. It may be readily conceded, that, in a process of instruction purely intellectual, the whole character may be greatly benefited. Habits of order and subordination are acquired, feelings of kindness and generosity are cherished, and in boys there may be formed a spirit of manliness and independence.  But then, in common schools, the improvement of the moral and religious character is not made a distinct object; errors in temper or in conduct are noticed only when they interfere with the order or discipline of the school; and while rewards are liberally conferred on intellectual superiority, there are scarcely any seminaries where any direct attempt is made to cherish amiable and virtuous feelings. It is to be regretted, that even in Sabbath, and other schools, where religion is the principal end in view, the process is chiefly intellectual, and that adequate means are not resorted to for moving the affections. And it is farther to be regretted, in regard to schools of almost every description, that children do not begin to attend till many bad habits are actually formed – which, neither the good advice of the Teacher, nor the practices of the school, are sufficient to remove.
	
Here, then, a step in education still remained to be taken – namely to extend its efforts to the whole of our nature, and to commence at a period sufficiently early, to anticipate the formation of evil habits. Now, this is the step which we conceive to be accomplished by the system adopted in Infant Schools.
	
Infant Schools, then, it is conceived, are deserving of support on two accounts – First, on account of the early period at which tuition commences; and, Secondly, on account of the extensive nature of the tuition itself. – The very objection that is brought against the system of Infant Schools, is one of its chief excellencies – the early period at which pupils are received. – Why are children sent to school so early? It is asked. What benefit can they receive? What can they learn? – Now, not to revert to the answer which has been given, that though they should learn nothing, it is much that they should be kept of  harm’s way, and that they should be brought within the sphere of a moral influence; we may refer to every Infant School for evidence, that, in point of fact, the children do learn a great deal; that though they may not become adepts in reading or writing at the age of three or four, they acquire distinct and clear ideas of many objects, and are able to give utterance to their ideas in their own words.
	
But it is not in an intellectual point of view, that we conceive the Schools for Infants to be of most use. It is for their moral influence that we chiefly value them. Those who have been most with children, will be most ready to testify how soon the seeds of evil spring up. How soon, for example, self-will, hastiness and violence of temper, pride, deceit, begin to manifest themselves! Every mother must have observed this, long before the earliest period at which children are sent to an Infant School. 

Now, as this is the case, it is surely of the utmost importance, that these should be checked as soon as they show themselves, that they should be nipped in the bud, and that every means should be employed to call forth better principles into action.
	
And this is another excellency in the system, namely, the extensive nature of the tuition – being confined not to one department of the mind – but directed to the whole of our nature. – That our nature; physical, intellectual, and moral – that all our faculties and powers admit of improvement, will not be disputed by any one. But this is just stating, in other words, that education may be extended to the whole of our nature. It is another maxim, equally admitted by those who have turned their attention to the constitution of our being, that our different powers and faculties mutually influence each other as they are exercise. The health of the body tends, in certain cases, to the health of the mind, and vice versa; - the state of the animal spirits affects both our understanding and our feelings – habits of order and regularity are connected with practices favourable to one class of the virtues, - and so on in other particulars. These general facts are mentioned, because they tend to explain many of the practices in the Infant Schools – so that what might appear foolish, or merely calculated to amuse, is, in reality, serving some higher end.
	
Now every species of education, physical, intellectual, moral, and religious, is attended to in Schools for Infants – and all are rendered mutually subservient. The rules for cleanliness and exercise, are all in reference to what has been called physical education. Thus, the well washed face, and hands, and neck, and feet – the clapping of hands, beating of feet, marching, swinging, and running, though they may appear sometimes trifling, are, in reality, promoting most important purposes – giving play to the lungs, calling the heart into vigorous action, sending the fresh blood through all the frame, and imparting pliancy and strength to the muscles. The whole constitution is thus invigorated, the health improved, cheerfulness is secured, tedium and languor avoided, and the frame is put in the most favourable condition for intellectual exertion and kindly feeling.

It is not necessary to enter into detail, in regard to the methods for the cultivation of the intellect, as they are not essentially different from those observed in other well-conducted schools. The principles are, that no sign should be learned without being associated with the object which it signifies – that the faculties should be aided by the law of mutual influence – and that the lessons should be uniformly adapted to the capacities of the children, and varied to prevent lassitude or fatigue.

The means for promoting the moral and religious improvement of the infant pupils, it may be necessary to state with somewhat more fullness. It may be observed then, in the first place, that a great and most beneficial effect is produced upon the children indirectly, as in other schools, in the ordinary course of tuition – only, the benefit may be supposed to be greater, the course of instruction pursued being more adapted to the opening faculties. The children are kept always active, and always happy – and thus, the temptations of idleness and wretchedness are removed. The soil being constantly stirred, the weeds are prevented from springing up. And in the taste that is given of innocent pleasure, and in the happiness that is experienced in the shooting of the young idea, there is a preservative from malignant passions and vicious habits. 

But, besides the indirect influence of the gymnastic exercise, and the practices more peculiarly scholastic, it is made a distinct object in the Infant schools to cultivate the moral and religious sentiments. The principle which is followed in this department, is essentially the same with that in regard to intellectual culture, namely, not by giving arbitrary rules, or following unexplained practices – but by calling forth the powers into actual exercise. No art is acquired by learning rules by rote, or even by attending to the theory upon which the rules are founded. And this remark may especially be applied to the art of living. It is not by getting passages of the Scriptures by heart, or by hearing good maxims enforced, that virtuous habits are acquired – it is by the actual exercise of the better feelings. These better feelings may be called forth in various ways – by objects actually presented to them, by the influence of truth through the understanding, by the force of example, or by the perception of the good and bad consequences resulting from different courses of action. Now, in Infant Schools, all these principles are called into exercise, and this is the theory of all the practices. The children, upon first entering the school, are treated with uniform kindness by their Teacher: their gratitude is thus kindled by the affection shown to them – the example of the Master and Mistress also, and of the elder scholars, operates with sympathetic influence – abstract moral and religious truth, is made plain by easy explanation, and illustrated by interesting examples – the little events of the play-ground, which call forth the natural feelings, afford opportunities of enforcing many of the duties – and, in the sentence which is pronounced by the children themselves, in any case of unworthy behaviour, the little culprit is made to see the consequences of injustice, or falsehood, or selfishness. – Illustrations of these remarks will be found in abundance in every well-conducted Infant School. And letters, to the same effect, will be read before the end of the meeting.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See Appendix, No. 1] 


In speaking of moral and religious tuition, the Committee think it necessary to explain, that they are satisfied that no permanently beneficial effect can be produced upon the character, but by the application of the truth of the Gospel to the heart. It is a fundamental part of the new system, therefore, as adopted by them, that this truth should be set before the mind; and they conceive all their practices really valuable, only in so far as this end is accomplished. – To convey scriptural instruction, forms an important part of the business of every day. The condition of the heart by nature, and the means of recovery by grace, and the providential government exercised by the Almighty, are all explained; - devotional feelings are cherished by religious exercises – by singing hymns and psalms, by prayer, and reading or hearing portions of the word of God. And above all, the Committee conceive that it is essential to success, that there should be before the children as embodying, as it were, of the spirit of the Gospel in the kindly and devout deportment of a Teacher, living and acting under the influence of evangelical truth.
	
These remarks, it is hoped, may remove the objection that is sometimes made against Infant schools, as if those who support them were to be numbered with those who conceive, that the condition of society depends wholly upon education, and that man has it in his own power to banish vice and misery out of the world. That an organ of immense power is put into our hands in the new system, it is certainly conceived. But the fallen condition of our race is not forgotten; and whatever essential good is expected from Infant tuition is expected from this, that it enables us to bring the truth and spirit of the Scriptures more closely and directly, and at an earlier period, in contact with the understanding and the heart. 
	
Another objection may also here be obviated, from the tenor of the preceding remarks. It is argued by many, that children may be better taught at home, under the eye of their own parents, and that the tie which binds parents and children together in mutual affection may be weakened or broken. Now, in opposition to this, it must appear, that there are advantages in public Infant tuition, which cannot be secured in a private family. By sympathy and imitation, the higher feelings are more constantly called forth than they could be without the aid of such principles. Many things easy to be taught to children when together, it is found to be impossible to teach them singly. And indeed this is one of the wise arrangements of a gracious Providence, that, as in a city life, we are exposed to greater temptations, so society affords advantages in the conduct of education, which are not to be found in a system strictly domestic. In regard to the mutual affection of parents and children, innumerable instances might be brought forward to prove, that so far from being diminished, it is strengthened by the temporary separation; that the parents are led to a warmer interest in their offspring, and, in regard to the children, that they show towards their parents increased measures of affectionate submissiveness of obedience.

The advantages of Infant Schools are stated thus generally, as the Committee are convinced that the children of all classes of the community, where opportunities are enjoyed, might be benefited by such a system of tuition. Among the children of the higher orders, the time spent in school and in the playground might be shorter; but it is conceived that there is no child, in any rank of life, whose health and happiness would not be promoted by being subjected, for a few hours daily, to the discipline of an Infant School. And there is no mother, however much she may be devoted to her charge, and however well qualified for the successful discharge of the parental duties, who would not find her task rendered more pleasant, and more profitable, by having the assistance of an Infant School Teacher. It is a melancholy fact, that, in a nursery, or even under a mother’s eye, many defects pass unobserved, and many habits are allowed to be formed, or are considered as affording matter of amusement, which ultimately prove a deformity in the character. The self-willed and capricious infant often endears itself to its indulgent parent, even by instances of its frowardness and caprice; and it is little thought what a foundation is thus laid for rashness and obstinacy in after life. In infancy and childhood, faults are seldom checked till they interfere with the comfort of the parents themselves, when they are often corrected in a way not calculated effectually to prevent the evil.  The mischief resulting to children from the carelessness and caprice of servants is generally allowed; and all these evils might, in a great measure, be prevented by parents judiciously availing themselves of the new system.
	
While these opinions are stated from a conscientious conviction on the part of the Committee, that they may be of importance to the wealthier classes of society, it must be distinctly added, that, as a Society, they have no wish to obtrude their services upon those who need not their aid, and that they have no intention of making any exertion except for the benefit of the lower classes. Their views are still the same as given in a circular, published previously to the institution of the Drygate School – to which circular they refer.
	
Impressed with a conviction of the importance of the new system, and of the benefit with which it might be attended, especially in a large manufacturing town, they resolved to attempt its introduction in Glasgow. As there was no School in Scotland, however, conducted upon the most approved method, they resolved to commence their operations in such a way as might be most likely to lead to the general adoption of the plan, not merely in Glasgow, but throughout Scotland. For this purpose, they printed a large impression of their Prospectus, and circulated it widely throughout the country. To attract the attention of the Public, they also inserted advertisements in many Newspapers; which might have been unnecessary had their object been strictly local.

In this way, they were subjected to much greater expense than otherwise would have been necessary or warrantable, and which will not be again incurred. But they are happy to think, that they have succeeded in their object beyond their most sanguine expectations. After great exertions, a house in a suitable situation, was at last secured, and rendered fit for the purposes of the Society. The Committee were also most fortunate in selecting, from many candidates, a Teacher who has proved eminently qualified for his situation, and whose labours have been most successful.

From all these causes, and from the interesting nature of the system itself, much attention, throughout Scotland, has been directed to the subject. Though the Newspaper press cannot be said, in general,[footnoteRef:2] to have been favourable -- still the advertisements which were inserted, and that their accounts which was given of the proceedings, attracted notice. Many of those who visited the School where deeply interested, and convinced of the importance of endeavouring to establish similar institutions throughout the country. Mr  Wilderspin’s Lectures also have been of great use; and invitations have come to him from many different sounds, in consequence of the effect he had produced in this place -- But your Committee are happy to be able to refer to more positive proof of the good effects resulting from the institution of your Society, and the establishment of Model School. The Master and Mistress, with a few of the children attending the School, have visited different towns, in two of which, in consequence of the impression they made, Schools have been, or, in the way of being introduced. In Paisley, the effect of the examination was immediate, and a flourishing School is now established in that place. In Greenock, several individuals, who were opposed to the system, had all their objections removed by the exhibition of the children, and there is also a School established there. In Edinburgh, a Society was formed in consequence of the exertions of individuals who had witnessed the good effects of your School in passing through Glasgow, or who had met with Mr Wilderspin. To produce a more general and deeper impression, a request was made that twelve of the children, along with the Master and Mistress, should be allowed to be conveyed thither, that the positive effects of the system might be exhibited. The effect of this experiment is well-known, from the accounts given in the Newspapers at the time. The following Letter, addressed to a member of your Committee by Mr Simpson, Secretary of the Edinburgh Institution, contains a short and very interesting accounts of the exhibition: [2:  Some very able articles up on the subject of Infant Schools, have appeared in the Scotsman Newspaper.] 


Northumberland-Street, Edinburgh,
Thursday, 23rd of April, 1829

My Dear Sir,
I have great pleasure in informing you, not only of the safe arrival, yesterday, author Twelve Infant Pupils, in high spirits and trim, without fatigue or drowsiness, but of their  really satisfactory exhibition before the company in the Waterloo Rooms, which produced a very strong sensation, and was declared a high moral treat. They are to re-appear today, to what we have taken every means to render a much more numerous assemblage; but as these things which interest, the other by a little time, it has occurred to us that tomorrow, (Friday,) we should be still more successful, and therefore I am desired, on the part of the Directors, to say, that they throw themselves on the generosity of yourself and Mr Stow, and your Board, to spare them to us one day beyond our stipulation, and we will return them on Saturday instead on Friday.

It was of great consequence to see the Mr, Caughie, so well up to his duty, and so entirely in the spirit of the thing; for it is impressed on the public the fact that Wilderspin is not essential to its continuance. The children, several of whom are very sweet little things, and all well trained, alert, and cheerful, excited almost an affectionate feeling; little strangers, just arrived, and introduced in the middle of the Lecture, at the moment when they were wanted, was quite dramatic. The coach arrived at the Star, in Prince's Street, at a quarter past two - the Lecture going on at the time. I was myself in waiting, and lots of the Coachman, as he went to need the place with his coach and horses, to set them down at the Waterloo Hotel. They got five minutes to spare at the curtains, and especially the magnificent lustres, (which they were afterwards and asked to give an opinion of) and then work in the middle of business as if they were in their own school.

A monitor, named Peter, struck up a hymn, and did other monitorial feats; and as he was pronounced  a worthy, and had no shoes to walk withal, he was a shod man  - the sound being given to the Mistress before they left the room.

I will keep this Letter open, to give you the bulletin of today, and am,

My Dear Sir

Your obliged and faithful,

James Simpson

I am just returned from the Second Lecture, where the assembly was at least tripled. Nothing done yesterday was repeated to day. Many leading men were present, the children plan has exceeded our expectation. The crowd will be greater still tomorrow.

In our own City, the prospects of the Society may be considered favourable. Two Schools are in the way of being erected in the Parish of St John' s. And nothing but the difficulty of procuring a suitable site for a school-house, has prevented steps being already taken towards the establishment of School (in) the Parish of St David's. In the Parish of St George's, also, there is the prospect of an effort being made towards an erection.

It must be remembered, however, that though our School were established in every Parish in Glasgow, it will do nothing towards the requirements of the population. And your Committee have earnestly to press upon Ministers of Congregations, upon those who have large Manufacturing Establishments, and upon influential individuals residing in different parts of the town, to take into their consideration the duty of exerting themselves towards the introduction of the system.

Dr. Abstract of the TREASURER’S ACCOUNT of the GLASGOW INFANT SCHOOL SOCIETY, 	15th May, 1830. 	Cr.

1828: May 15th

	
	
	£
	s.
	d.
	£
	s.
	d.
	
	
	£
	s.
	d

	May 15th 
	To Received from landlord of school, in part of Expenses for repairing Play-ground &
	
	
	
	5
	0
	0
	May 15th
	By Rent of School up to Whitsunday
	4
	10
	0

	
	To Collected at Exhibition of Scholars
	23
	16
	6
	
	
	
	
	By Account of price of five cases and a half of School Apparatus, and box of Pictures
	66
	7
	11

	
	Less expenses for fitting up Gallery etc in My Gunn’s Chapel
	4
	4
	10
	19
	11
	8
	
	By Expenses of Carriage of Do.
	3
	15
	10

	May 23rd 
	To Collected at Mr Wilderspin’s Lecture and found in School Box
	
	
	
	6
	2
	0
	
	By Expenses in procuring Teachers
	2
	7
	0

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]To Received from J. Stow Esq., Paisley, for one set of School Apparatus, sold to Paisley School
	
	
	
	11
	17
	7
	
	By Expenses in removing Mr Caughie’s Furniture to Glasgow
	5
	0
	0

	
	To Received from J. Muir Esq. Greenock for Do.
	
	
	
	11
	7
	6
	
	By Mr Heggie, for repairs and fitting up School Play-ground, &c
	56
	2
	6

	
	To Received for pictures sold privately
	
	
	
	
	15
	9
	
	By Mason and Plasterer for Do.
	8
	15
	20

	
	To Collected at Exhibition of Mr Thom’s Statues
	
	
	
	24
	1
	6
	
	By Sundries, Coals, Brushes, &c. for School
	3
	15
	6

	
	To Received for Scholars’ Wages, Quarter ending 22th July, 1829
	4
	13
	9
	
	
	
	
	By Gardener, for dressing Play-ground, Gravel, Plants &c
	5
	11
	2

	
	To Received for Do. Quarter ending 22nd October
	6
	19
	0
	
	
	
	
	By Mr Wilderspin’s Travelling Expenses and Expenses of Living while in Scotland on the Business of the Society,
	23
	4
	4

	
	To Received for Do. Quarter ending 22nd January, 1830
	7
	10
	3
	
	
	
	
	By him, by order of the Directors, to assist to indemnify him for the loss of his Horse, when engaged on the Society’s business
	20
	0
	0

	
	To Received for Do. Quarter ending 22nd April,
	8
	2
	2
	27
	5
	2
	Nov. 11th
	By Half-year’s rent of School, due at this term
	15
	0
	0

	
	To Ladies Subscriptions, Year per Book
	
	
	
	45
	17
	0
	April 23rd
	By Mr caughie, for One Year’s Salary, from 23rd April 1828 to this date
	60
	0
	0

	
	To Gentlemen’s Subscriptions, per Book
	
	
	
	198
	12
	0
	
	By his Salary from 23rd April to 15th may
	2
	10
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	To him as a Compliment by order of the Committee
	10.
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	May 15th 
	By Half-Year’s Rent of School, due this term
	15
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	By Printing, Advertising &c.
	19
	13
	20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	By Sundry Postages, Porterages &c
	2
	11
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	By balance due by Treasuer
	20
	19.0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	350
	10
	2
	
	
	350
	102
	2




STOCK OF THE SOCIETY IS AS FOLLOWS 

	One sets of Apparatus sent to Edinburgh
	11
	17
	6

	One set of Apparatus sent to the Countess of Leven
	11
	13
	6

	Part of a set of pictures
	3
	3
	0

	Outstanding contributions
	27
	6
	0

	Balance in Treasurer’s hand
	20
	19
	0

	
	79
	19
	0



Examined and found correct,
(Signed)

JOHN WILSON
WILLIAM CRICHTON,
19th May, 1829



APPENDIX

No. 1

Several Parents, in the neighbourhood of the School, were called upon by one of the Secretaries, (but without any previous knowledge of the parties) and were crested to state any little things which might have fallen under their observation, regarding their own children attending the School. All of them immediately sent in Letters of an exceedingly cheering nature, and highly creditable to themselves as simple workmen; but being too long for insertion, short extracts have been made asked for as follows (sic):

"There is scarce a day pass is over my boy that he has not something new to tell in indication of improvement; and as he grows, so does his actions grow towards his parents, as is daily observed his silent submission to their authority. I have also and daughter in School, who gives me great satisfaction."


After giving a very particular account of the various lessons in Natural History, Arithmetic, etc which he, from time to time, had received from his little boy, another parent proceeds to state:

"These moral and religious hymns which this School teached (sic) my son (which is only about six years old) to understand that God made everything that exists) -  alluding to extracts of hymns which the father had copied from the child on repetition. He then goes on to mention what he overheard the boy telling his sister, that God made everything.) "Said she, did God make that chair? No, said Sandy; God made the wood this but it was a man made the chair." The same parent remarks "I find that the Master teaches them to be obedient in School, which learns them to be obedient at home, and they are always very happy to come home to tell over their simple amusements."

"I have two children in the school, the one five the other four years of age. I have repeatedly heard this method of teaching spoken against, as prejudicial to parental affections; but I am by experience sensibly aware of the reverse.

"I have a girl in the School, who is four years of age. I am happy to say, that there is a very great improvement in both her temper and disposition since she went to the Infant School. She can also repeat a good many passages of Scripture. I have often observed her taking notice of, and reproving, any of her little companions when she hears them speaking indecent words. My youngest, who is two years of age past the 20th of last month, and can, therefore know little of good or evil; but he is extremely fond of the School: as an instance of which, I may mention that it has been our custom, for some time back, to put him to bed (or, I ought rather to say, to his cradle) after breakfast, if he happens at any time to sleep too long to be in time for the School in the forenoon, he must, if possible, get out in the afternoon; and even on the Sabbath-days it is his constant cry to get to nine, as he calls the School, with hearing them counting in it."






Two Schools in the way of being erected in the Parish of St John’s. And nothing but the difficulty of procuring a suitable site for a School-house, has prevented steps being already taken towards the establishment of a School (in) the Parish of St David’s. In the Parish of St George’s, also, there is the prospect of an effort being made towards an erection.
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No. II

The following extracts are from a Letter from the Teacher, Mr Caughie, on being requested to state any facts that occurred to him illustrative of the system:

Glasgow, 11th May, 1829

Dear Sir
There have many anecdotes occurred among our little monitorial officers and their infant bands, since the commencement of our operations amongst them; but many of which have escaped my memory. Indeed it would be altogether impossible to recollect the very numerous and interesting circumstances that daily occur among our infant throng.

I now, according to your request, notes down and very few, which, when they happened, were to me, and the visitors then present, very interesting.

One day, questioning the children on the Scripture lesson, Christ at Jacob's well, they were asked, did the living water that Christ said he would have given to the woman, if she had asked it of him, mean the water in the well? They answered, No; for she could get that herself, and Christ had no pitcher to draw with. They were then asked, what kind of water they thought Christ would have given, when it did not mean the water in the well? A little boy first answered, and said, Christ gives a new heart to them that ask it: whilst some others stated, he would have given her a new life and made her a good woman. I was, with those visitors who were then present, astonished at the answers given by the children on this question. I then remarked to the visitors, as I had never catechised the children on this lesson before; and that they had, previous to this, being only using it as a reading lesson.

A lady, who had been lately visiting the school, lost a valuable ear-ring; she returned next day and related the circumstance to me, wishing to know if any of the children had found it, stating that she thought it had been lost in our play-ground. I immediately informed the children, and asked if any of them had seen it. They unanimously answered, No, Sir. I then requested them to search the play-ground-they did so-but the ear-ringing could not be found, till, four days after, a little girl comes up to me, whilst in the play-ground, and looking up, says, "See, Master, I have found the lady's ear-ring". I decide to take it into the school; and as soon as the children were assembled, I asked for the little girl who had found the earring. She then stood up. I again asked if any had seen her find it, and where she had found it. One of her little companions, standing up, said she saw her find it amongst the sand in the play-ground. I then told the children a short story about an honest girl and a thief; and they all appeared very happy that their little companion was an honest girl.

The mother of one of the children, was waiting one day at the gate for her little child, when a gentleman, who was visiting the school, inquired at her (sic) how she liked the school, and how her child was getting on? She informed the gentleman, (who requested me to note down the anecdote,) that her child, before she went to the Infant School, was one of the most peevish, ill-natured, disobedient little girls that could be; but, since she had sent her there, was quite the opposite.

No. III


The Committee have received the following account of the School at Paisley, by the kindness of the Rev Mr McNair, of the Abbey Church, Secretary of the Infant School Society.

“The Paisley Infant School was opened on 7 July last, with upwards of 100 scholars. Since that time the number has varied. During part of the winter season, not more than 60 attended. At present there are about one hundred and ten scholars. When the school was opened, each pupil brought with him a penny a week, which was paid on the Mondays. The fee has, however, since October, been two-pence per week, without any diminution in the number of the scholars. The Teacher is Mr Wright, who, since his appointment, has given great satisfaction to see Committee of Managers. The success which has attended the Institution hitherto has been very encouraging; and, it is hoped, that the liberality of the public will be such as will enable the Committee to continue their exertions, still the school be in a condition to support itself.”

Extracts from the Report of the Paisley Infant School Society:

“The Committee cannot help stating their happiness in perceiving, from the recorded opinion of visitors, a diminution of those prejudices which at first existed against the system of Infant School instruction. Even Teachers have, in many instances, recorded their high approbation of it. They probably at one time thought it might tend to diminish the numbers attending schools the general education. But they now seem to find it has rather a contrary effect. While pupils are admitted from the time they are capable of running about till five years of age, and to leave the school at six, they have generally, by that time, got so much knowledge as excites in their parents a desire immediately to continue their education, lest they lose what they have bought; and even the little children themselves, accustomed to school, and become fond of it, sometimes give no rest to their parents till they are induced to send them some seminary for farther instruction. At all events, it is most gratifying to the Committee to find Teachers coming forward and bearing honourable testimony in favour of the utility of this institution; and expressing their wish, that all their pupils had passed through the hands of your Teacher, -- they find those from the Infant School so much better behaved, and so much more tractable, than others. -- the following, among many, is the testimony of a Teacher -- “I this  day visited the Infant School, and I heartily confess that I was gratified beyond my expectations, prior to my witnessing the different performances which the children exhibited. And I approve of the mode in which they are taught.”

"A gentleman from Edinburgh has left the following testimony in its favour: -- This day witnessed the behaviour and performance of the In front School -- and, as a friend to the rising generation, would highly recommend to parents and guardians such an institution, not only as being a place for their children, free from imbibing evil propensities, but such an institution where their children will receive the principles of morality, and the elements of every accomplishment necessary to adorn their future use.

One little boy, for example, who, before his sentence, was extremely disobedient to his parents, soon after his admission showed towards them a complete change of behaviour. His mother was much struck with the change, and asked him, "what was the reason he formally refused to do as she bade him, and was now so very ready to obey her?" To which he replied, "Oh mother, I did not know before, that when I disobeyed you, I was sinning against God! But since I went to the Infant School I know it, and if I were to sin against God, Christ would not love me, and I would not get to heaven!

It may be remarked, that the children bring with them whatever they choose the dinner, in a small bag, or something of that kind, which each provides for the purpose; and that Teacher makes it part of his duty to be present at the meal, and to see that they preserve order and regularity. One of them acts the part of chaplain to the whole, and seal the blessing of Heaven is asked, they are not allowed to taste their food. This is a lesson, it may be said, which can be taught at home. But it is not always so; and, accordingly, a little boy who had been for some time accustomed to the regularity of the school, felt hurt at the wants and needs at home, gently remonstrated with his parents, in process of time proposed to act the part of a little chaplain himself, and in this capacity does he now appear at the family board! -- instances of a similar description frequently occur, but many of these, for obvious reasons, it would be improper to retail.

Now, surely, if their tender minds be capable of receiving instruction, it is a waste of their previous years to allow them to pass unimproved. And the sooner they begin, the greater maybe expect their progress in afterlife to be. Let it be remarked to, that is, as a great portion of time is in the Infant School devoted to moral instruction, even should acquire no one idea but those of this description, a great object may be gained, as the foundation of their future habits may thus be laid. And even if little of this be gained, it must be no small advantage to parents in the lower ranks of society, to have access to an institution of this description that where their children are not exposed to those evils, either natural or moral, which they meet with in running about the streets, and in mingling with more advanced children of evil dispositions and corrupted principles -- Above all, let the inhabitants of Paisley remember, the hundreds of our youth who, as soon as they are able, are sent out to earn what they can for this subsistence, and the demoralisations to which draw-boys are often, as a very tender in each, exposed -- and they will surely perceive the great advantage of such an institution among us -- A little, acquired at the Infant School, may enable them, with less difficulty, to improve either by themselves or with teachers, at their unemployed hours; and should they require no more, still that little is better than nothing. And what a blessing must it be, if, under the providence of God, their young minds should be put in possession of such principles as may afterwards prevent the baneful influence of those demoralising examples to which they may be exposed.


Followed by List of Donations, 1828
[bookmark: _Toc119419305]For list of benefactors see List of people associated with GISS and GES.
Infant School Depot
The following articles may be handed at the Glasgow Infant School Societies Depot, viz

	Frames and Balls, large size for schools
	14
	0

	Frames and Balls, Small size for Class Room
	10
	0

	Numeral Frames for Brass Alphabet and figures
	6
	0

	Brass Figures, Set of 50
	10
	0

	Brass Alphabet, Set
	10
	0

	Movable Lesson Posts
	6
	0

	Brass Geometrical Instruments
	4
	0

	A variety of Large Sheet Prints, Coloured, viz. Costumes, Beasts, Birds, Fishes, Flowers, etc.
	1
	0

	A variety of new Infant School prints, viz. Picture Alphabet, Trades, Rustic Scenes, etc.
	0
	6

	Common Sheet Pictures in great variety
	0
	2

	Scripture Prints with Descriptions
	0
	9

	As above, mounted on deal boards
	1
	6

	Natural History, Plates and Descriptions
	0
	8

	The Blacksmith’s Shop, Clock Face, Dumb Alphabet, Farm yard, etc.
	1
	0

	Large Scripture Texts for walls of School Room, 3/- a set or 
	0
	3

	A variety of Reading and Spelling Lessons, etc. on Sheets
	0
	2

	Infant Ladder, 1/- per Dozen, or
	0
	1

	Lessons on Sheets corresponding to Infant ladder, Set
	2
	0

	Infant School Pictures on Farming with Descriptions
	0
	9



Orders for the above (with a cash remittance) and all letters and communications on the subject of Infant Schools, addressed (Post Paid) to Mr Caughie, Teacher of the Model Infant School, Saltmarket, Glasgow, will meet with the earliest attention.
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