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RESOLUTIONS
MOVED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
GLASGOW EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.
Henry Dunlop, Esq. of Craigton, in the Chair.
The Rev. J. G. Lorimer opened the meeting with prayer.
I.
That the Report now read by Mr. Stow, Secretary, be approved, printed, and. circulated, as the Report of the Society.
Moved by the, Rev. Dr McGill, professor of Divinity. Seconded by the Rev J.G. Lorimer.
II.
That the Educational system of the Parochial Schools of Scotland, - founded - as it is on the word of God and providing as it does, through its connection with the National Church, that the Teachers shall hold and inculcate upon the youth of the country the good doctrines of the Christian faith, - as a system which, for its soundness in principle, and its practical efficiency in aiding to produce and perpetuate that high Christian character for which the people of Scotland have been long and honourably distinguished, .......... is entitled to the confidence and veneration of every Christian patriot.
Moved by the Rev. Dr. P. M’Farlane, of Greenock - Seconded by James Wright, esq,
III
That while the Parochial Schools are chiefly to be valued for their thoroughly scriptural character, they ought still further to be endeared to the country because of that elastic principle of their constitution which admits of engrafting upon them every real improvement which the advancing intelligence and experience of modern times may devise. .
Moved by the Rev. Dr. Smyth - Seconded by Mr McCrie, Rector of the Normal Seminary. 

IV
That the following gentlemen be the Committee of the Society for the ensuing year. [See preceding page.] Moved by James A. Anderson, esq. Seconded by James Buchanan, esq, of Woodlands.
The. Rev. Robert Buchanan pronounced the blessing.

Report

We are now met to read the Report of a Society which, from its commencement to the present date, has trained several thousand Children, and above 260 Teachers, two thirds of whom are Juvenile, and one third Infant School teachers. The outlines of its operations, therefore, may not be altogether uninteresting.

An Educational Society was formed in 1826, under the designation of the Glasgow Infant School Society. Its directors were composed of clergyman and laymen of all the Christian denominations usually termed Evangelical. Office-bearers: James Ewing, Esq., President; J. C. Colquhoun, Esq., Vice-president; A. Bannantyne, Esq., Treasurer; Rev. Dr. Welsh and David Stow Esq., Secretaries.

The promoters of this institution had three objects steadily in view: First, To introduce a System of Education suited to a period of life in the two considered incapable of being benefited by School education; Secondly, So to arrange our School System as to render it an assistance to parents in the moral training of their children, more especially in large towns and manufacturing villages; and, in those cases where they are neglected at home, to make it supply the place of parental training; Thirdly, To improve and extend the System, by establishing and supporting a Model School, for the inspection of the public and the training of Schoolmasters.

It shall be our object in the following Report, to trace, very shortly, the progress of this institution; and to show how far these great and important objects have been accomplished.

The Glasgow Infant School Society published only a First and Second Annual Report; the reasons why will subsequently appear.

That which first suggested the necessity for a change in the system of week-day education, such as the Glasgow Educational Society recommends, and pursues in its Model Schools, was the experience of the practical working of the Sabbath School system -- it's great usefulness, and yet, at the same time, inefficiency as a Moral renovator of Society,
 and more especially of that neglected class of the community for whose benefit Sabbath Schools were principally intended.

A gentleman of this city, himself a Sabbath School Teacher, and Secretary to the Sabbath School Union of Local Schools, observing that much of the good received by the children on Sabbaths was counteracted, if not lost, during the week, by evil companionship in the streets, and that one day of religious teaching was not an antidote to six days of evil training, was anxiously looking about for something that might prove a remedy: what that was he could not tell. The week-day Schools did not supply the wants; for, whatever moral instruction there might be given in School, the children were under no moral training when out of doors, at play.

In addition to this, those parents employed in the factory of workshop and work, of course, unable to train their children. Small inconvenient dwellings also, even when parents were actually qualified, rendered the task of morally training their children almost impossible: they might instruct, occasionally, but they could not train their children.

This gentleman, in 1820, visited Mister Wilderspin's Infant School in Spitalfields, which had commenced but a short time before. The first half hour's observation of the system there pursued seemed to supply to our mind that germ of a system of education which, upon sound Christian principles and superintendence, could not fail, under the blessing of God, morally to elevate society.

From this moment, the advantages of Infant Schools became a frequent topic of conversation. and argument; and, although many were silenced, so few were convinced of their importance, that not even three persons could be found to embark in the cause of Infant training. At the same time, however, an active and steady effort was made to meet the wants of the neglected youth of this city, by means of the Local or Parochial Sabbath School System, and 47 new Schools were opened, in various districts, forming the nucleus of parochial societies which now afford instruction to nearly 8000 children. The results of these exertions discovered more and more how lamentably inefficient all the existing means in operation were for obtaining the great object in view.

A Sabbath School could be established and carried on with little expense. Not so an Infant day-school; although it might be easily shown that six times the amount of religious and moral instruction might be given, and twice six times the amount of evil communications prevented, and good moral habits daily formed, by the Infant School, in comparison with the Sabbath School, still the question ever and anon recurred -- Where is the money?

In 1824, the cordial and active cooperation of the late Mr Basil Roberton was received, and after our friendly contest in the public journals, some of the less prejudiced of the community began to see that Infant Schools were, at the least, worthy of a favourable consideration. The public, however, had soon to deplore the early death of this ardent and enlightened young Christian.

The agitation was still kept up till 1826, and, believing that the exhibition of the system in actual operation would alone produce conviction, a MODEL SCHOOL was determined on, and, after many meetings, and much discussion, in which Doctor Welsh then minister of, now professor of Church History in Edinburgh University, took a deep interest and an active part: a committee was formed, as we have already stated. But, as neither a sufficient amount of subscriptions can be had, nor a school-house of sufficient dimensions, with a contiguous space large enough for a play-or training-ground, could be procured a house and garden were taken on lease, and the former, being thoroughly cleared out, was immediately converted into a Model School.

The school-room, class-room, play-round, etc. being fitted up, and a suitable master and mistress appointed, (Mr and Mrs Caughie) Mr Wilson, of Clapham, a friend of early training, was negotiated with, to select someone best qualified to train our teachers. He accordingly dispatched Mr Wilderspin, then agent of the London Infant School Society, which had been established in 1824.

The Model School was forthwith opened -- crowds of visitors flocked to witness its operations -- many who came to mock went away convinced and astonished; and, within a few months, several male and female teachers, and one or two foreign missionaries, received a course of training. Deputations from the Society were sent to different towns to excite an interest in favour of the system. Their master and mistress of the Model School visited Paisley, Greenock, Rothsay, Kirkwall, Crieff, Helensburgh, Stranraer, etc as well as several parishes in Glasgow, and, in most of these, schools were afterwards formed. Public meetings also, from time to time, were held in several churches, at which the children of the Model School attended; in one of these churches, upwards of 400 children were examined in a gallery erected for the purpose. Desirous that Edinburgh, as the metropolis of Scotland, should take the lead in this good work, the Glasgow Infant School Society sent Mr Wilderspin to lecture there; and, as he could not buy his eloquence convince our Eastern brethren, the master of the Model School was sense, with a dozen of his pupils, and the consequence of their exhibitions in the Waterloo Assembly-rooms, for three successive days, was the establishment of the Edinburgh Model Infant School. Then followed the Dundee Schools, and at considerable number of other Infant Schools, upon the same system, throughout Scotland. Teachers of all denominations, and visitors from all parts of the country, continued to be introduced into third Model School, some to witness the system, and others to be trained to it. This interest was greatly promoted by the circulation of 1200 copies of the first Annual Report. One copy was sent to Each of the ministers of the largest towns, and three copies to every smaller town and large village, in Scotland -- one of these to the chief magistrate and one to the parish minister, and one to the principle dissenting minister.

Shortly after this, however, the novelty in Glasgow ceased -- the combined interest of all parties in the directorship declined, and the requisite subscriptions of £150 a year, for maintaining the Model School and the other objects of the Society, gradually dried up, so that, for several years, its whole affairs, the support of the Model School, etc, fell to be borne by one individual; and, had not the parochial congregations then taken up the subject, and established for all five schools different parishes, the Infant School system, in Glasgow, might have been named, to this day, confined to the Model School.

ALTERATION OF THE SYSTEM, AND ITS ADAPTATION TO JUVENILE SCHOOLS

The Infant School system, as it then stood, was a great improvement on the Dame School, and the old unnatural system generally pursued in all schools, inasmuch as it added the use of objects and pictures of objects to mere teaching by words; and the effects produced by this institution on Juvenile schools, generally, not only in this city, but throughout Scotland, work, within a very few years, exceedingly marked and striking.

Still the system was more showy than solid, and much was left to be done ere the child in his capacity as a physical, intellectual, religious, and moral being could be said to be under training. The external physical training of the children may be said to have been complete. Mr Wilderspin excelled in this department, and had brought it to such perfection that, even at the expiry of three or four weeks, the whole external deportment and manners of the children were so changed as to strike the attention of the visitors as indeed marvellous and unaccountable, and caused some persons to imagine that the great secrets was now discovered whereby mankind might be raised to absolute perfection and purity. We may add, that all who followed this system produced the same external results. We acknowledge the power and the usefulness and the necessity of This physical training as an important part of the system of every training school; but, unless it is founded on and accompanied by an equally intellectual, and, above all, religious and moral training, it will, on the first application of the external pressure of circumstances, fall, like whip-cream, into its original nothingness. The fact is, the moral and intellectual powers of the children were not under an equally proper course of training.

Mr Wilderspin's Bible lessons were confined almost exclusively to a few precepts and 24 scripture prints of the miracles, etc of our of our Lord, such as would be palatable to all, and could offend the prejudices of no set or party whatever. The Bible was not read on any part of the day, in the presence of the children, as the foundation of a lesson, nor could they advance beyond a certain point in religious knowledge. The intellectual department throughout, whether in religion or ordinary science partook more of teaching than of training -- more of instruction than training the mind to think. Some good moral precepts were indeed inculcated, but they wanted the firm basis of the promises and threatenings of the word of God to rest upon, and the high sanction of "Thus saith the Lord," to render it Christian morality.

The intellectual department of the system, as now pursued in the Normal Seminary, including, of course, Bible Training,
 which forms a distinctive feature of the Training System, was gradually worked out in the Sabbath School of an office-bearer of this Society; and its power, in an intellectual point of view, be apparent, this was engrafted first on the Model Infant School, and latterly on the Model Juvenile School; and it is on this plan of mental training that all the Normal Students have been exercised. The distinct features of this part of the system, and the power of the intellectual sympathy of the gallery, may be best understood by consulting the Society's publications,
 and witnessing a training school in actual operation, for several days, in succession; but its beauty and power can never fully appear until we actually practice it. Such, at least, is the experience of all who have been trained three, four, or five months in the Seminary.

The successful introduction of this part of the system into third Infant into the Infant School, in 1832, suggested to the Secretary of the Society the idea of the perfect applicability to our ordinary parochial and private schools, advancing, of course, in the elementary branches as we proceed, according to the age and capacity of the pupils, and applying throughout, in each of the departments, physical, intellectual, religious, and moral, the same training system.

The first point, then, was to select our Juvenile was to select a Juvenile School teacher who might be willing to make the experiment.
 This was done. After this, the principal object was to engraft the Moral training of the Infant School, which was likely to be lost, in the ordinary teaching school -- and to introduce several elementary branches not hitherto taught in the Juvenile School: such as vocal music, mental arithmetic, practical geography, linerary drawing, outlines of geometry, natural history, and lessons on objects -- keeping the principle in view, of practically exercising the children previously to burdening their memories with rules. For these purposes, a play-ground was purchased behind the existing school-room -- a small class-room was built, with additional conveniences, and is the school seats erected into the form of a gallery -- objects and pictures of objects, maps, etc., were provided as an expense, in all, of £240; and, after the lapse of a few months, the whole training system was engrafted on the intellectual system formally pursued. These two schools, Infant and Juvenile, now exhibited a combined system of physical, intellectual, and moral training suited to children of the ages of two or three or twelve or fourteen years.They were then published as Model Schools for training schoolmasters. We may remark that, as in every parochial school in Scotland, the Bible was a school book, and the Catechism was taught; but by the new arrangements, Bible training was introduced, which, without interfering with other branches, enables every child to acquire within the morning hour of 10 to 11, as much religious knowledge on each of the week-days as they do in a well conducted Sabbath School.

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY

Up to December, 1833, the number of teachers, from all quarters, who had been trained in the Model Infant School, exceeded 100, and the number of teachers who now flocked to both Model Schools excited much public interest, and suggested the propriety of a regular course of instruction for the Students, in addition to the instruction and practical training which the Model Schools afforded, and in which they were daily required to take a part.

The primary object of the Normal Seminary then was, and still is, to give teachers the power of communicating to the young that knowledge they already possess, or may afterwards acquire, in a natural, simple, and efficient manner; yet, to a certain extent, the instruction as well as the training of Schoolmasters must be attended to within the Seminary. Were such an Institution situated in a small town or country village, every elementary and scientific branch would then require to be talked within the Seminary itself, but Glasgow, with its two universities, possesses very superior advantages, and enables the instruction of the Normal Students to be confined to those branches more strictly of a professional character; whilst, at the same time, they acquire a practical knowledge of the Training System, which is calculated to simplify all classic and scientific subjects.

About this period the Rev. George Lewis (now of Perth) observing the powerful and interesting effects  of the Training System pursued in the Infant and Juvenile Model Schools, conceiving also the vast importance of giving the subject greater publicity and extension, and that this could best be effected by a resuscitation of the Infant or Educational Society, the organic elements of which had slumbered for several years, he, during 1834, partly from old and partly from new materials, organised the Committee of the present Educational Society -- afterwards became one of its Secretaries, and delivered several interesting public lectures on the deficiency of popular education in Scotland, both with respect to its quantity and quality.

During the winter of 1834 -- 5, a course of Lectures was delivered, in the Assembly-rooms,  by the Society, of which the Rev Doctor Welsh, of Edinburgh University, gave the first, and in it he gave an interesting account of a Normal Seminary he had, a short time before, visited in Germany. Professor Welsh was followed by Rev Messrs R. Buchanan, J. G. Lorimer, C. J. Brown, and H. Dunlop and W. Collins, Esqrs., at all of which there were crowded and attentive audiences, who seemed to take deep interest in the great concerns of the Educational Society.

A formal visitation was made to the principle parochial schools in Glasgow, by a sub-committee of the Society, which reported that, while they highly approved of several of the schools they visited, they considered that the two already known as the Model Infant School and the Model Juvenile School work, upon the whole, the best, being conducted upon that system which they would desire to see universally extended. Accordingly, in March, 1835, they were formally adopted as their models, on the understanding that the Educational Society should bear, in future, one half of the expenditure of each school.

The Committee again advertised them in the public journals, as the Model Schools of the Normal Seminary for training teachers, and the following were the rules agreed upon for the admission of students: it being a distinct arrangement, founded on the experience of the past, that all students must, in the first instance, acquire the simplicity of the Infants of the Infant School ere they can pass on successfully to the Juvenile department. In other words, to break down abstract into simple terms -- to present the intellectual strong food in simple digestible fare, such as many at once nourish the smaller intellect and satisfy the larger; and, after developing the amount of the children's knowledge, to ascend, step-by-step, on abroad and sure basis.

REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE ADMISSION OF STUDENTS INTO THE NORMAL SEMINARY

I. 
That every person, whether intended to be Teacher of and Infant or Juvenile of an Infant or Juvenile School, shall, in the first instance, be trained in the Model Infant School, during a period to be determined according to circumstances, that he may be thoroughly initiated into the system of Moral Training.

II. 
That none shall be admitted as Normal Students into the society's Model Schools, who shall not agree to remain and give regular attendance during a period of at least three months. Schoolmasters, however, who may be desirous of improving themselves in their profession, may be admitted for a shorter time; but none can receive Certificates who have not given regular attendance during the above specified period.

III. 
That the directors must be satisfied, before admission to their Model Schools, that the applicants have received a certain amount of Elementary education.

IV. 
That each applicant for admission shall produce a satisfactory certificate of moral character.

V. 
That Young Men training for schoolmasters shall be subject to the regulations of the Model Schools, and to the direction of the Model Superintendents.

The Committee, in order to prevent disappointment on the part of those who are establishing Juvenile Training Schools  would remark that these schools, will not be nearly so powerful in moral results, as where the children have been previously trained in the Infant School Department. And the reason is obvious; four, with children of five or six years of age, the master has to undo bad habits before good ones can be formed.

The Committee also, agreeably to a former resolution, advertised in the principal provincial, and in several of the London journals, for a Rector, at a salary of £300 a year, a gentleman qualified to superintend the practical working of the system pursued in the Model Schools, and to superintend and train the Normal Students both in the theory and in the art of teaching and training; and further, that he should spend several months in visiting and inspecting the educational establishments and systems of Germany and France.

To meet this, as well as the ordinary expenditure of the Society, a number of gentlemen came forward, and subscribed in all the sum of £430-£450 annually for three years.

A considerable time elapsed ere a Rector was fixed upon. During all this time, however, the duty of superintending and training the students in the Normal Seminary was not neglected -- it devolved up on your two Secretaries; and we have the pleasure of stating how unweariedly the Rev Mister Lewis performed his part of this service, until his removal, in the spring of last year, to the situation of assistant and successor to Doctor Thomson, of Perth.

Several of the towns in the neighbourhood were visited about this period, by reputation of the Society, Messrs Colquhoun, Lewis, and Stow, in which they held meetings and addressed large audiences, -- the consequence of which was the formation of auxiliary Associations in Greenock, Paisley, Kilmarnock and Hamilton.

TEACHERS TRAINED

We already seen that, up to the year 1833, when the Juvenile Training School was formed,  upwards of 100 teachers had been trained in the Infant School alone, and besides those Male and Female Teachers, trained in both Model Schools, up to April 1835, when the Educational Society adopted the Infants and Juvenile Training Schools as their models, we have  to state that from that period, the first many, 2/31 of December, 1836, 56 teachers were regularly admitted, and passed through a course of training in both schools; of these, 51 males and six females; and during last year, ending 31 December, 1836, 96 teachers have been trained; of these, 86 were males, and 10 females. Some of these were parochial and private teachers, who came to improve themselves in their profession, but the greater proportion where young men, desirous of acquiring a practical knowledge of the training system, who has since been appointed to situations in various parts of the country. Orders for teachers from this Seminary have been received, within these few months, from about 50 parishes in Scotland, and also from Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, and Upper Canada. Four have gone to Jamaica -- one a catechist, and three as Infant School teachers, two of these under the patronage of the London and Edinburgh Ladies' African Negro Society, and from   them your Society has received the most pleasing accounts. Indeed, from every quarter to which the trained students of this Seminary have been appointed, the most flattering testimony has been received of their success.

The following are some of the places from which teachers have been received into the Normal Seminary, and also some of the Schools to which teachers have been appointed, after undergoing a course of training:

Ayrshire, -- Bellshill, -- Banffshire, -- Bonhill, --  Brechin, -- Buteshire, -- Coleraine, -- Comrie, -- Clarkston, -- Carluke, -- Cape Breton, North America, for Model School, -- Dunfermline, -- Dunlop, -- Doune, -- Dunse, -- Falkirk, -- Greenock, -- Glasford, -- Girvin, -- Glammis, -- Grangemouth, -- Glasgow and suburbs, -- Helensburgh, -- Hamilton, -- in Inveraray, -- Iona, -- Killwinning, -- Leith, -- Loch Lomond side, -- Liverpool, -- Moffat, -- Manchester, -- Mid-Calder, -- Milngavie, -- Markinch, -- Montrose, -- Muthill, -- Newton, --  Mid-Lothian, -- Neilston, -- Polmont, -- Paisley, -- Perthshire, -- Port-Stewart,  -- Stornoway, -- Stirlingshire, -- Shots, -- Skye, etc.

A large proportion of these have been students in the University, and attended the Latin, Greek, mathematical, and philosophy classes, and several are now filling important situations in classical and other academies. As to emolument, we find that the great demand for teachers from this Seminary has caused, in several instances, and increase of salary. We trust such instances will, by and by, be still more frequent.

The Committee would now state the outlines of the course of training to which the Normal students have been subjected. On their admission, they are examined, and the amount of their elementary knowledge is ascertained, and proofs of their moral character presented. In addition to the observation of the practical department in the two Model Schools, they have received one hour's instruction daily in grammar, roots of words, Scripture history and geography -- lessons also, of late, in sacred music and marching airs, thrice a week. The students also, in addition to this, have been examined and criticised twice a week, in rotation, at which the Secretary has presided. Two afternoons are appointed for this exercise, one in the Infant and the other in the Juvenile School, weekly. The lessons are given with the whole scholars seated in the gallery. One of the four lessons given on each occasion is from Scripture, and the other three vary -- sometimes an object or a word, and now, adjective, or advert, etc., in grammar -- a question from the Catechism -- light -- heat -- gravitation,, or any other scientific subject -- a geography lesson, or one in reading -- sometimes mental arithmetic, or, it may be, the formation or furniture of the school-room, or physical exercises in school or in the play-ground. Four students give a lesson in succession: a limited period is allowed to each. When this is expired they stop; and, after the children have sung a few lines suitable to the subject, the student gives way to another, and so on, until the four exhibitions are completed. The whole students immediately retire to the class-room, where, from notes taken down or from memory, each is required to give his opinion frankly of the exhibition of each -- his attitude, manner, tone of voice, enunciation, grammar, and the whole subject and treatment of the lesson. When all the students have given their opinion, the chairman criticises both the lessons and the criticisms, and also, occasionally, enlarges upon some particular part or other of the system, suggested by the lessons previously given. The results of these stated criticisms have been both striking and useful; and many, who fancied themselves almost perfect in teaching, have been somewhat humbled when their companions proved they could not train.

Previously to receiving their Society' s diploma or certificate, the Normal students have been examined, both on the theory and practice of training. None have received a certificate for a shorter period of attendance than three months.

NEW SCHOOLS ERECTED

Within the last two or three years, additional facilities have been afforded for the erection of new school-houses, by public grants from the Treasury, to the extent of one half of the whole expenditure of the buildings. This, and the increased interest in the cause of education, with reference alike to its quality and quantity by the system pursued, and the facts brought to light by this Society, has caused the erection of many new schools, both Infant and Juvenile, of which we subjoin a list, with the cost of each. The gross amount expended in the formation of these training schools is as follows.

	
	Infant
	Juvenile
	Cost, Including Ground

	Marlborough Street, St John’s Parish- excellent play – or training ground
	1
	0
	£650

	Chalmers’ Street, St. John’s Parish with Female School of industry – good sized play-ground.     .   .   .   .     .    .     
	1
	0
	£1130

	Drygate Street, Inner High Parish – middle-sized play-ground –cost of fitting up
	1
	0
	£150

	Saltmarket Street, St Andrew’s Parish – good-sized play-ground – cost of fitting up
	1
	0
	£150

	Cowcaddens, Barony Parish – play-ground rather small
	1
	0
	£403

	Annfield, St John’s Parish, middle-sized play-ground – cost of fitting up
	0
	1
	£240

	St. David’s Parish Schools – play-ground rather small
	1
	1
	£2080

	St. Enoch’s Parish – play-grounds too

  Small
	1
	1
	£1877

	Anderston and St. Mark’s Parish Schools excellent full width of play-ground, but 15 to 20 feet too short
	1
	2
	£2050

	St. Luke’s Parish School
 – play-ground 98 feet long, by 35 broad – 10 feet too narrow
	0
	1
	£750

	St Peter’s Parish Schools – both play-grounds decidedly too small for exercise and development of character – cost, exclusive of ground,
	1
	1
	£900

	Gorbals – Infant play-ground excellent – Juvenile play-ground too small
	1
	1
	£1340

	Partick Parish Schools – excellent play- grounds about 110 feet long by 43 wide
	1
	1
	£1020

	There are in Glasgow Parochial Training Schools in progress of being established this year, at an estimated cost of
	3
	6
	£5957

	To which add Normal Seminary Buildings, with 4 Model Schools and 17 Training Class-rooms – all the four play- or training-grounds are excellent – present outlay
	1
	3
	£6500

	In Glasgow alone
	15
	18
	£25,197


	Paisley – Sessional Training Schools – the Infant play-ground is excellent, both in the width and length – two of the Juvenile are too small, and two of excellent size
	1
	4
	£2,430

	Greenock – Highlanders’ Training Academy – all the three play or training-grounds are very superior, being about 102 feet long, by 86 feet broad – cost, including ground
	1
	2
	£2,400


	Total
	17
	24
	£30,027


For schools upon the Training system, three fourths of which have been established within the last four years, besides a considerable number throughout Scotland, which have been formed in apparatus and system, after the Glasgow Models.

These Schools in this city alone will educate and train about 6,000 children, and are supported by small fees from the parents of the children, payable in advance, quarterly or half-quarterly, of 1s 6d., 2s 6d., and the master’s living is made up by Parochial congregational collections and private subscriptions of £20 to £30 annually, for each teacher; thus maintaining the ancient and parochial school system of partial endowment and small fees.

N. B. The Partick and St Enoch’s Schools are alike excellent in size and arrangement, but differ materially as to the size of the play or training grounds, and also in regard to the cost. They afford a fair contrast between the cost of Training School sites in a country town and in a densely peopled city. The site of St Enoch’s Schools, situated in the centre of the city, with very small -- we would add too small play-grounds, cost 32 shillings per square yard, or £900.05 shillings; whereas the site of the Partick Schools, situated in the suburbs of Glasgow, with more than double the size of ground, is valued only at £130, or one fourteenth of the proportional cost of St Enoch’s. This fact proves, beyond a doubt, that the system of Moral Training cannot be adopted in Schools generally, in large cities (where the system is most imperiously called for) otherwise than by very large amounts of money from His Majesty’s Treasury, expressly for the purpose of purchasing good sized school play-rounds, in connection with school-rooms.

The general sizes of all the school rooms (in addition to the class-rooms) are spacious and airy, running from 42-50 feet long, by 24-28 feet broad, with squares ceilings, 13 or 14 feet high.

The Committee, therefore, with a view to extend the system of Moral training, which could not be prosecuted on the old plan of school-rooms, without play-grounds, sketched out all the plans of the new schools upon that system. The Committee has also attended various meetings of Kirk Sessions and of directors, in order to convince them of the advantages and necessity of a new organisation of schools and their apparatus, and whole arrangements, to suit the exposed condition of the youth of the population of the towns. In most cases, the Committee has succeeded in getting them so arranged, each with play-ground, Gallery, class-room, etc; and although, from some of the teachers not having been trained, or from the prejudice of some directors of schools who chose not to have their teachers so trained, we regret that not about one third of these have actually adopted the complete system -- still, however, the Schools, having the platform, and being so fitted up, they can, whenever it is thought proper, adopt the training system.

The Committee are delighted with the frankness and freedom from prejudice which the great proportion of the most intelligent teachers in service exhibit in regard to system, in its leading features, new in popular education; and we may state it as the experience of the Normal students, after as three, four, or five months' training, that although within a week they saw and, to a great extent, knew the system, yet they found they were only beginning to be able to practice it properly, when they were leaving the Seminary.

Having thus given a general and very rapid glance of the principal features of the Training System and the Normal Seminary, from its commencement, to 31st of December last, at which period there were 26 male and four female teachers in the Institution, we shall now advert to what has been done towards the extending and perpetuating the system by bringing the Model Schools together (which are at present and miles separated), into one building, and, by providing such additional class-rooms, Rector's hall, museum, etc., as appeared requisite for the progressive improvement and training of the teachers. The present Model Schools are too small for the number of students hitherto in attendance; and, from the increasing celebrity of the Institution, it is necessary that suitable provision should be made for thrice the present number of Normal students.

Petitions, at two different times, have been sent to His Majesty's Lords of the Treasury, for a grant of money. The Committee, at the same time, offered to provide an equal amount by private subscription, for the election of the new buildings of the Normal Seminary. The President and Treasurer, Messrs Colquhoun and Leadbetter, also had interviews, while in London, 12 months ago, with His Majesty's Government. The Committee, however, from whatever cause or causes, are yet without any direct answer to their petitions. In order that this work of improvement and extension should not be stopped, more particularly in the present state of affairs, when our country is threatened to be inundated with a system of education so foreign to that Scriptural one which, for centuries, has been the principal means of raising morally and intellectually the sons of Caledonia high above those of other nations; a subscription was opened in June last, and a sub-committee appointed to take charge of it, namely, Rev R. Buchanan, Messrs Wm. Brown, D. Stow, and James Buchanan: the latter convener. The amount received up to this date is £2260, 12s.

Another sub-committee was appointed, to fix on a suitable site, to provide plans, and to superintend the erection of the buildings; namely, Messrs William Brown, J. Leadbetter, and D. Stow: the latter convener. It was determined on, that the Normal Seminary should consist of Infant, Juvenile, and Commercial Schools, our Female School of a Female School of Industry, with one class-room to each Model School, and 13 for training the Normal Students; also Also Rector's hall, museum, library, and committee-rooms; each of the four Model Schools to have a play-ground for healthful exercise and moral superintendence. Such an establishment required a much larger space of ground than could easily be procured, except at a most extravagant price, contiguous to a dense population of the working classes. A small field was fixed upon -- value £2540 -- and purchased at a moderate price per square yard; of which about one fifth may be disposed of, should the Seminary not require to be further enlarged. The situation is Dundas Vale, west end of Cowcaddens, in the immediate vicinity of a large manufacturing population.

On 14 November last, the foundation-stone of the new buildings was laid by J. C. Colquhoun, Esq., president of the Society, in the presence of the Lord Dean of Guild and Merchants' House -- that the Deacon Convener and the Members of the Trades' House -- the Ministers and Kirk Sessions, and a vast assemblage of spectators of all ranks. The Rev Dr McLeod, Moderator of the General Assembly, acted as chaplain on the occasion.

These buildings, when completed, including the ground, will cost £9000. At present, however, as Government has declined giving any answer to our applications for fourteen months past, the committee are proceeding with the two great wings, embracing, two thirds of the proposed buildings, at a cost of about £6500, leaving the Rector's hall, library, museum, and several other rooms, unprovided. The four Model Schools, with seventeen class-rooms, and two teachers' houses, are embraced in the two wings.

In these buildings there will be accommodation for the daily training of 100 teachers, and above 1000 children, with every arrangement fitted to render the Seminary at complete SCHOOL-MASTERS' COLLEGE, for the cultivation and training of the teachers and tutors of youth.

The training of teachers has been too long neglected. An apprenticeship is required in every art -- why not that of the schoolmaster? We would not employ a shoemaker, a gardener, or an hostler, unless he were trained -- how infinitely more important is trading to one to whose care, for several hours a day, the minds and manners of young immortals are to be entrusted! Many teachers, in the course of time, work out a system of their own; but how often do they blunder on, for months -- nay, four years, to the injury of their pupils, before experience enables them to work out a system; and then, how unequal is the mode of teaching throughout the land. In education, as in every business affair, a good article will bring a good price. At present the office of schoolmaster is not sufficiently valued: a higher rate of wages must be obtained, by endowment or otherwise; and, at the same time, we must require that day, one and all, be men of sound principles, and practically trained to the art.

Besides salaries for the Model School teachers, a music master, and one or two other masters, for that Normal students, a respectable salary must be provided for the Rector, so that a permanent endowment will be required, of at least £700 a year, in addition to the small fees that, are expected from the scholars. But what a trifling sum is this for such a great national object! and the Committee still lives in the whole that a paternal government and an enlightened people will not withhold their aid from an institution calculated to confer such unbounded blessings on the mass of the population, both for time and for eternity.

In addition to the £450 provided for three years, for the objects of the Institution, the friends of the Educational Society, anxious that the great work in the meantime should go on, have lent their pecuniary aid towards the completion of the two great wings of the proposed plan, which embrace the four Model Schools and training class-rooms.

The Committee hope that the new Seminary buildings will be opened about Midsummer next, when, instead of one class-room to each Infant and Juvenile school there will be seven.

In October last, a public meeting of the Society was held in Hope Street Church, in defence of the scriptural nature of the Institution, at which the Rev Hugh McNeile of Liverpool, and the Rev R. Buchanan of the Tron Church, and the president, J. C. Colquhoun, Esq., lent the aid of their powerful eloquence.

The Committee have now given a rapid glance of their past and present condition, which, although sometimes dark and discouraging, has generally been succeeded by a bright gleam of promise; and, whether we consider the number of Infant and Juvenile schools that have been erected in Glasgow and throughout the country, on the system, the number of teachers who have been trained in the Seminary, or the celebrity of the Institution as a whole, both in its moral and intellectual character, your Committee have much reason to thank God and take courage.

The Committee have, from time to time, indeed almost weekly, received orders for Juvenile and Infant School teachers,
and to a greater extent than they have been able to supply. And here we remark, that nearly every student who has received the Society's certificate has been appointed to some school in town or country. The terms of many of the orders have been "well educated men, who are able to prosecute the system of Bible Training;" and although not entering into last year's Report, yet, in order to show that the great objects of the Institution are fully meeting with the sympathies of the public generally in its principles of Moral and Intellectual training, we may state, that the Committee has lately received an order for 16 teachers for Australia, namely, 12 for Juvenile and 4 for Infant Schools, with their wives or sisters, at £75 £200 a year each of endowment. That, besides the ordinary fees from the children, one for each of the Infant and Juvenile departments should be fitted to become Model teachers, for the training of native teachers, and that all of them, while they must be able to teach the ordinary elementary and scientific branches taught in a parochial school, must also be qualified, in terms of the Rev Dr Lang's letter, to adopt the simple and impressive
 mode of BIBLE TRAINING pursued in the Model Schools of the Glasgow Normal Seminary.

There is one circumstance, in which the present position and future prospects of the Society, which we would notice with pleasure. The Committee have been led to the choice of a gentleman as Rector of the Normal Seminary, who may devote his whole time and attention to it, in the very interesting circumstances in which it is now placed, as perhaps one of the greatest barriers to the tide of that false liberalism that would rob the sons of Scotland of their dearest birth-right, namely, a Scriptural education and a sound Intellectual cultivation -- Mr John McCrie, son of the biographer of Knox and Melville -- a young gentleman whose manners, philosophic mind, educational habits, and, above all, sound Christian principles, eminently qualify him for the important office of Rector of the Normal Seminary.

Mr McCrie, who since his appointment had travelled, seven or eight months, in Germany and France, for the purpose of visiting the various Educational Institutions of these countries, entered on his labours here, and delivered an introductory address to thirty Normal students, on 27 January last. During the few weeks that have since elapsed, we noticed with pleasure, that he has secured the confidence and esteem of both Students and Directors.

With the increased accommodation the new buildings afford, the Committee will be enabled to carry out the Training System to its fullest extent -- a system already so successful, and so calculated morally to elevate the whole mass of the population; for, while it embraces the best elementary and scientific instructions, its foundations are, at the same time, laid broad and deep in the Scriptures of divine truths -- on the principle of our ancient Parochial School
 system. The Training School is an excellent preparative for the Church, and for the duties of after-life. It takes a cognizance and superintendence of the habits as well as the principles of the children -- it is not merely teaching, but training -- it furnishes an acquaintance with things that add to man's happiness and comfort here, and his enjoyment through eternity -- it is a training of the whole man -- a carrying out the family training into the school -- a supplanting of the immoral training of the street, and the perfect and powerful sympathy of companionship there, for the equally perfect sympathy of the school play-ground, under the superintendence of the master. It is a truth, founded on the most enlarged experience, that man arrives at the highest intellectual elevation of which he is capable through the cultivation of his moral affections. The understanding alone is too cold a soil whereby to arrive at our highest intellectual dignity. Let any one become acquainted with two mechanics, equally well versed in secular science, the one a Christian, and the other not, and the truth of this will strikingly appear.

This Society, from its commencement to the present day, has endeavoured to act on the principle of the divine command, "Train up a child in the way he should go," -- not the head of the child merely, but the child -- and not merely tell the child how he ought to walk "in the way," but train him in the way -- in real life, of course, which necessarily implies personal superintendence and example: and where is the real life of a child so well exhibited as freely at play, amongst companions, and where, except at home, can he be so well superintended and trained as in a school play-ground?

In order properly to appreciate this system, we have only to contrast the habits and manners of children on street, and of children in the play-ground of a training school. The child, under the training system, leaves the premises of the school, and returns to his parents, improved not simply by the instruction he has received, but by the training of the play-ground in conjunction with the school gallery; whereas, when left to amuse himself on the streets with street companions, unsuperintended, as when there they all must necessarily be, he returns home more rude, and worse in morals than before; whatever increase he may have received of intellectual knowledge. God alone can change the heart; but our duty is to seek his blessing on the use of means; and if HABITS are "second nature," how important must be the system under consideration. In the play-grounds of several of the Infant and Juvenile training Schools, situated in the most degraded districts of our city population, flowers have grown untouched -- peas have been permitted to grow, and strawberries and currents to ripen, amidst the hilarity and joy of 150 children, daily and hourly at play.

From the facts that have come to our knowledge, during the last few years, and from the united testimony of more than 800 parents,
 we are fully entitled to assume that, were the whole population of our city Lanes, back wynds, and vennals brought under this Moral Training -- if large squares of these "sinks of iniquity" were pulled down, and converted into school play-grounds, for the moral training of the children in their immediate neighbourhood, we would tell the Government of our country -- we would tell our City Rulers, that such seminaries would be the cheapest police, and, by the blessing of Heaven do more to prevent, consequently to diminish crime, within ten years, than all our prisons, or bridewells, or penitentiaries, or houses of refuge, have done, or possibly can do, in a hundred. No maxim is sounder than this "prevention is better than cure." 

APPENDIX

SUBSCRIPTIONS

RECEIVED FOR THE NORMAL SEMINARY BUILDINGS

UP TO THIS DATE

	Surname
	Christian name
	Title or address
	Year
	Amount

	Colquhoun
	J. C.
	
	 1836
	100.0.0

	Brown
	William
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Stow
	David
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Campbell
	William
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Cogan
	Hugh
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Dunn
	William
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Finlay & Co
	James
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Monteith & Co
	Henry
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Walker & Co
	
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Pollok
	 John
	
	1836
	100.0.0

	Forbes
	William
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Buchanan
	James
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Freeland
	 Robert 
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Leadbetter
	John
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Dunlop
	Henry
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Stirling
	 Archibald Kier
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Playfair
	James
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Collins
	William
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Ewing
	James
	Levenside
	1836
	50.0.0

	Cogan
	 J. & R.
	
	1836
	50.0.0

	Campbell
	Archibald
	Sir
	1836
	30.0.0

	Wright
	James
	
	1836
	30.0.0

	Ryburn
	John
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Graham
	William
	Junior
	1836
	25.0.0

	McIntosh
	 C. & G.
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Dalglish
	Robert
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Johnstone
	David
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Houldsworth & Sons
	H.
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Davidson
	James
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Anderson
	James A.
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Brown
	Robert
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Cochran & Co
	
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Dick
	George
	
	1836
	25.0.0

	Stirling
	
	 Miss
	 1836
	20.0.0

	 Napier
	David
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Kidston
	Richard
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Tennant
	Hugh
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Rodger
	 William
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Walrond
	Theodore
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Cuthbertson
	Donald
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Baird
	John
	
	1836
	20.0.0

	Crichton
	William
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Freeland
	G.S.
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	McLaren
	William
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Wardrop
	Alexander
	
	 1836
	10.0.0

	Wilson
	William
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Stewart
	R. B.
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Stevenson
	Nathaniel
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	King
	Andrew
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Johnstone
	Andrew
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Ellis
	 James
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Turner
	John
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Grant
	Andrew
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Watson
	James
	MD
	1836
	10.0.0

	Martin
	James
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Robertson, Reid, & Co.
	
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Stewart, Kerr, & Co.
	
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Fleming
	John
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Reid
	John
	
	1836
	5.5.0

	McGeorge
	 Andrew
	
	1836
	5.5.0

	Abercromby
	Alexander
	
	1836
	5.5.0

	Balfour
	William
	
	1836
	5.5.0

	Dalglish
	John
	
	1836
	5.0.0

	Miller, John, Junior, &  Co.
	
	
	1836
	5.0.0

	Wilson
	Lorraine
	
	1836
	5.0.0

	Hunter
	Samuel
	
	1836
	2.0.0

	Duncan
	James J.
	
	1836
	2.2.0

	William & Kelso
	
	
	1836
	1.1.0

	Rankin
	Robert
	
	1836
	1.1.0

	Drysdale
	Thomas 
	
	 1836
	1.1.0

	White
	Peter
	
	1836
	1.1.0

	Mair
	John
	
	1836
	1.1.0

	Sanderson
	Robert
	
	1836
	5.0.0

	Fleck
	James
	
	1836
	1.1.0

	Martin
	James
	
	1836
	2.2.0

	Carss
	John
	
	1836
	2.2.0

	Harvey
	Archibald
	
	1836
	5.0.0

	Fleming
	Robert
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Reid
	James
	Argyle Street
	1836
	5.0.0

	Buchanan
	John
	
	1836
	10.0.0

	Smith
	William
	Carbeth
	 1836
	10.0.0

	Total
	£2260.12


The following gentlemen have subscribed each the sum of £10 annually, for three years to meet the current expenses of the Seminary.
J.C. Colquhoun, Killermont - James Ewing, Levenside - Professor Ramsay - Henry Dunlop - William Collins, William Brown -  John Leadbetter - George Lewis - Andrew Tennant -Henry Paul - James Buchanan - Alexander Graham, Lancefield - Dr James Watson - John Turner - William Thomas Farry, Greenock - John Dennistoune, Greenock -  Charles C. Scott, Greenock - T. Scott Alston -  Archibald McClellan - James A. Anderson - Hugh Cogan - George Reid – William Dunn, Duntocher - Robert Freeland - David Johnstone - Charles McIntosh, Dunchattan -  William Howison Crawford, Crawfordland - Kirkman Finlay, The Earl of Glasgow, per Mr Crawford -  Robert Balfour Manufacturer, per Mr Freeland, Sir Michael Shaw Stewart, W. L. Colquhoun -  A. Smollet, Dumbartonshire - Richard Kidston, A Friend – per J. C. Colquhoun - J. J. Hope Johnstone, M. P. - William McLaren -  David Stow.

II

Order for sixteen teachers for Australia

Sir,

Although I have not the pleasure of your acquaintance, your disinterested and successful efforts in the cause of Christian education, render it unnecessary that I should apologize for addressing you, on a subject in which you take so warm and interest.

In the year 1835, the Government of New South Wales made a strong but unsuccessful effort to establish the Irish National System of Education exclusively in that Colony, and in the following or last year, in consequence of the opposition of the Protestants throughout the Colony, the principal of granting separate sums for education, to each communion desirous of having its own youths trained up in its own principles, and in its own way, was recognised and acted on by the Colonial Legislatures, though Presbyterians having obtained a grant for Schoolmasters’ salaries in New South Wales, on condition of their contributing a similar amount themselves. This we shall find no difficulty to do, and as the grant I allude to is merely the commencement of the system, and as that system will also apply to Van Dieman’s Land, where the number of Presbyterians is still greater than in a Colony, in comparison with the total population, it is extremely desirable that we should be able to establish a few schools of superior character in both Colonies, that we may be able to maintain our ground along-side of the Irish National schools, which the Governor proposes also to establish whenever he can.

Mr Colqhuoun of Killermont, whom I had the pleasure of meeting with yesterday, and to suggested the propriety of my applying to you, recommended the establishment of Normal School for our body in the Town of Sydney, an idea in which I entirely concur; for as we shall shortly have no fewer than 40 or 50 Presbyterian Churches in both Colonies, to each of which we shall have the means of attaching a school, the importance of training up native teachers is evident and unquestionable.

Might I therefore request that favour of your endeavouring, through your extensive influence and acquaintance, among the Educational profession, to procure for Colonies, Twelve Juvenile School Teachers, and for Infant School Teachers, of piety and seal, of experience and ability. For six or even eight schoolmasters of this description, I would guarantee a free passage out to our Colonies, and a salary of £100 per annum, viz £50 from the Government, and a similar amount from the people, exclusive of school fees. For other six or eight I would guaranteed salaries of £75 per annum, with a free passage, and school fees. The teachers of the principal, or Normal Schools, would in all likelihood octane higher salary than I have mentioned, but I do not feel warranted to say more than that £100 per annum would be the minimum. The necessaries of life are much the same in New South Wales as in Scotland, and school-fees are considerably higher.

I should like that all the teachers selected, be acquainted with the system of Bible Training pursued in the Glasgow Normal Seminary. The demand for such persons is, I am aware, unprecedentedly great at present in Scotland, but I’d trust, and made the multiplicity of applications, you will not forget that those in behalf of Colonies are peculiarly important. And the efficient Schoolmaster in a country village in Scotland may doubtless be the means of doing much good, but an individual of a similar character in our Colony may be the means of affecting the character of a future empire, of influencing the destiny is of a large portion of the human race in all time coming,

I am, Sir,

Your friend and fellow labourer,

John Dunmore Lang

An advertisement, in the spirit of these extracts, has appeared, in the provincial journals, which has been replied to from various quarters, by about 60 teachers. The Committee are now busily engaged in examining the applicants; and, as the training system as a whole, including of course, Bible Training, can only be acquired by practice, those teachers fixed upon are to spend a few months in the Normal Seminary, previously to embarking for Australia.

III

PARENTS’ LETTERS

Written answers to queries respecting the health and improvement of the children have been received from their parents at different periods: viz. -- in 1828, 1832, 1834, and 1836. These, and almost innumerable verbal testimony is, have been so uniformly favourable, that we scarcely know which to select. The following extracts are from those received within the last few months; and refer alike to the progress of children attending both Juvenile and Infant Training Schools in town and country.

HEALTH

Dear Sir,

I answer, decidedly improved: my child is in better health and spirits than he was before going to school.

I think the child's health is improved by the commodious and airy school-house, with the advantage of the play-ground -- their feet kept dry and their clothes clean.

No injury done to his health since he went to the school: but I think improved by the healthy exercise of the play-ground.

I believe the child's health is improved by the particular care taken of them in such an airy and cleanly place that is provided for them. -- if they were allowed to run through the streets -- their clothes dirty and their feet wet -- they would look otherwise than they do.

I do, by no means, find my child's health injured. I find it much improved, and enjoying good spirits.

OBEDIENCE

I find that the principle of obedience has been deeply inculcated on her mind.

I have certainly found the child more obedient to me as a parent, since under your charge.

He was formally very disobedient -- now he is quite changed. There is no comparison between what he was then and what he is now.

Appears to pay more attention to what is said to him generally.

I have every reason to be satisfied with the excellent scriptural obedience inculcated and exemplified by you, and its effects on my children.

He has always been obedient, and is now so from an increasing sense of duty.

BEHAVIOUR

I am most happy to say, that his instructions at school do manifest their influence on his general behaviour. I have known many instances of him reproving his play-fellows for doing those things which his master had told him were evil; he often relates to us with evidence disapprobation, the evil words and actions which he has heard others utter or seen them commit. He has, no doubt, many of the little tricks and follies of childhood, but he is easily persuaded to give up any one of them, on being told that they are sinful.

Formerly my children's time was taken up in learning the idle talk and practices common among children; but now they are very desirous, whenst at home and amongst companions, to tell and repeat what they have heard and learnt at school, with which I am highly pleased.

He is a great deal more affectionate, more kindly to me, and the longer he is learning, the more so. He stays much at home, and goes little with company, but stays with me. When the children are at home, their young minds are delightfully employed with school exercises -- indeed they seldom tire of such instructive amusements. His general behaviour is altered for the better at home, and amongst companions. When anything wicked is done or said, he is ready to point out the evil of such conduct.

He is always very mild and agreeable among his companions, and more cheerful than he used to be. In wet afternoons he gathers the children together in the stair-case, and makes an Infant School of them.

I find an alteration in his conduct decidedly to the better, both at home and among his companions; if he hears any of them speak indecorously, or do anything he considers wrong, he immediately reproves it, and his reproof meeting no attention, he then runs to me with his complaints

I cannot say how they conduct themselves among their companions; but judging from their behaviour at home, I think the moral lessons they receive at school are so firmly rivetted (sic) on their minds, as to serve as a salutary check upon the wayward fancies of youth.

I find they have a greater sense of order at home, and are very desirous to be useful.

MISCELLANEOUS
On the very first day almost, after a child has been admitted to our school, the taking principle begins to develop itself. A little boy, who came to us lately, showed a dislike to go with the other children to the play-ground. On the second day after his admission, a little girl came to me at the dinner hour, and said, "Master, someone has taken my piece" (of bread). When the children were assembled in the gallery, I mentioned what had taken place; but none of them could tell me who the guilty person was. -- I suspected our streets-trained stranger; but waited till the next day, when he was allowed to remain as before, and I, with a view to watch his motions placed myself in a situation where he could not see me. He did not attempt to go near the spot on the first day; the trial was repeated; and, to my deep regret, I saw him rise -- approach -- hesitate -- and then take away the dinner of another boy. In the afternoon, I read as the Bible-lesson, for that day, the story of Achan; and made the children explain to me how very wicked that person had been. I then told them what I had seen, and how sorry I felt. The little fellow was then brought out in front of the gallery while the other children were made to tell him how cruel he had been to the child he had robbed, and how wicked he must appear in the sight of that God who has said, in his holy Word, "thou shalt not steal." By the blessing of God, this public rebuke made an impression; and, from that day to this, I have marked, with no small degree of satisfaction, the gradual amendment in the conduct of this child, and in that of others of my youthful charge.

A little girl, four years old, was lately taken ill, and sent for me to come and tell her more about Jesus and the need of a new heart. I went; and among other questions, asked her if she was afraid to die. She smiled and said, "No; for Jesus died to save even a little child like me." She was spared; and I was surprised the other day, when the door was opened, and in she came quite breathless, having run the whole way from home, on this the first time she had been out after her illness.

It was reported to me today that two of my girls had been seen playing on Sabbath; which is considered a great crime by every well-trained Infant scholar. They were brought down from the gallery, when one of them acknowledged her own guilt and freed her companion; who, it appeared, had refused to play, because, she said, "God's eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the good" -- referring to our Bible lesson we had had, on that subject, a few days before.

The other day, as an exercise on Responses, on the history of John the Baptist, a little boy, not quite four years of age, stood up, and put the question to the rest of the scholars in the gallery -- what's the name of the lass that sort John's head. The style of this question, of course, proves that the boy was no cultivated English scholar, and that the knowledge he possessed could not possibly have been acquired by rote. The master, as usual, repeated the question audibly, as the child had done -- then repeated it in correct English, as it ought to have been expressed; and, after causing the boy to repeat it as he, the master, had expressed it, the children were permitted to give an answer.

Reflex Influence. -- An Infant Training School was opened in a country village last year, by a pious teacher and his wife, trained in the Glasgow Normal Seminary. Among those received into this school were the children of a veteran officer. They swore so grossly that they were shunned by many in the neighbourhood. Their father even boasted that his children could match any trooper at swearing. Within a few months the children completely left off swearing and lying, and by their Bible stories and illustrations, which in school and in the play-ground they are practically trained to understand, their parents became so powerfully impressed as to take a whole pew in the church; and for the first time in his life is now, with his children, a regular attendant in the sanctuary.

A teacher of one of the Training Schools in town states that the pieces or little dinners of the children lie exposed on the table of the school-room without cover, and he has never known any instance of their being stolen.

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

His intellectual faculties are enlarged, and his moral preceptions improved, as evinced in his acquirement of letters, a more extended knowledge of things, and a more scrupulous regard to truth. They have acquired some knowledge of man's creation, his fallen state, and the way of recovery through a Saviour, with a history of particular patriarchs and prophets.

My boy has acquired a considerable stock of very entertaining and useful knowledge. I can for my own part say, from three score and 10 years experience, that Infant training is the best system that has been tried, at any time in my day, for the young to be made acquainted with their Creator and Redeemer.

His knowledge upon almost every subject delights and astonishes me; he can distinguish between the form of worship and its spirit. He is the teacher of the evening circle; by his questions he shows that the labour of his worthy teacher has not been spent in vain. Happy would it be for Glasgow if more of these Christian schools did exist.

She has acquired much useful knowledge of various kinds, but chiefly Scripture knowledge; likewise the situation and extent of the principal places mentioned in Scripture; the biography of the principal characters, and likewise some idea of the simple, but important, doctrines therein taught; his knowledge for his age is satisfactory, and I am pleased with the answers he gives generally to my questions.

Knowledge of the Scriptures -- of the animal creation -- and other matters.

I find my children have increased in scriptural knowledge, and they now respect the rights of one another's playthings better than before.

Indeed I find from my boy, John, who has gone to a reading school, that he has been much benefited by being trained in the Infant school.

Their aquirements give them an idea of the duties of life, and their store of religious knowledge is considerable. My child, at three years of age, talks with astonishing composure of Heaven and death; she says she will die, and everybody in the world, but Christ died on the cross to save us from going to the bad place. I do find my child has acquired much useful knowledge, respecting religion, astronomy, mathematics, geography, but particularly in music.

Mrs -- is exceedingly sorry that her husband is leaving -- I'm going to --, where there is no Infant School, her little boy was coming on so well. He was a stubborn and unmanageable little fellow before going to the Infant School, but now he is much changed in his habits and manners; and appears to profit so much by all the instructions he receives from you that he obeys cheerfully all that I desire him to do. We are indeed very thankful to you and Mrs --, for the care and labour you both have been at with Daniel, in making such a marked improvement upon him for the better.

Mrs M -- is quite delighted with the improvement little Margaret and John have made since they went to the Infant School. Their father is quite proud of their singing, and the visible change in their manners; and habits for the better. In their improvement in the knowledge of things in general has gone far beyond what he could have anticipated. John, who is only two and a half years old, can count and add numbers on the length of a hundred -- and subtract -- can multiply and divide with striking minuteness -- can ask questions to a surprising extent in natural history -- knows all the quadrupeds from the elephant to the mouse, and can sing prettily about them. There is one thing he learns about which his father and I differ very much, namely, that Bible Mister M approves very highly of the Intellectual part of the Infant Training but not of the Moral part. Mister M is an avowed Infidel.

We are very much obliged to you, Sir, for the manner in which you have improved and stored his mind with the knowledge of the Scriptures, which alone can make us wise unto salvation. I must inform you, Sir, that we cannot open the Bible, and read any passage, either from the  Old or New Testament, but Adam will repeat, whenever he hears and word or two, long sentences without stopping. I find he has a general knowledge of almost every thing we speak about. He and his brother Robert seeing many songs, etc to us in the evening. The neighbours come into the house, for the purpose of hearing their fine songs and stories. Adam has a knowledge of grammar and geography, geometry and astronomy, with appropriate rhymes. My boy had a good memory, but I must acknowledge you have improved it very much. Surely the system is a good one when the children made so much progress in knowledge generally. My opinion is, that Infant schools must be the means of doing much good, and I hope the system will prosper every where. Adam's age is between six and seven, and Robert's four.

M. -- says, that as soon as William comes home from school, he begins to ask his older brothers and questions from the Bible, and also from the 12 tribes, and the life of Christ will stop he has learned many wonderful things both from Scripture and from natural history, and can repeat many hymns, etc one of which she repeats every night upon going to bed. William's age is between four and five.

Janet Mc. -- has become acquainted with a great deal of general knowledge, and is so quick -- sharp in her manners and habits, that she is a complete check upon her elder sisters. Mister Mc. is working at the quarry where he often speaks about the wonderful improvement Janet is making in the Infant School to his fellow-workmen, but they say all that is nothing when they don't learn to read. But Janet knows more about the Scriptures and grammar and geography and a number of other things than anyone in Mrs --'s School, even the best readers. Janet is between five and six years of age.

Rachel was formally very careless and indolent and disobedient, but since going to the Training school she has become very tractable, obedient, and easily managed. She has learned a great many useful scripture lessons has acquired considerable information respecting grammar, sings several fine hymns, and must always say grace before meat for all the family.

Although not four years of age, she can read words of three and four letters quite correctly, and can repeat several hymns and songs, and ask many questions on Bible and natural history.

Yes -- reading, geography, natural history, sacred history, biography, and a great deal of miscellaneous knowledge, since she went to the Juvenile School.

Was rather dull in learning when she first went to school, but of late has improved very rapidly in reading and grammar.

Knowledge and learning to a great extent since he entered the Juvenile School.

My son has become much better acquainted with the principles of the English language than I expected could have been done in so short a time, the meaning and use of words most particularly.

I may say with safety, that their attendance at your school has been a source of decided benefit to my children. The discipline has cultivated the habits of regularity which I am conscious they should acquire. They have received much and useful instruction, and the exercises and amusements in which they engage have been beneficial to their health and tempers, and consequence happiness; while some of those exercises, especially singing, have been a source of infinite delight at home.

The superiority of the present day, especially in the Juvenile school is most remarkable. Geography, natural history, history, writing, and arithmetic, biography, (grammar for his age,) also natural phenomena, and with the exception, perhaps, of writing and arithmetic, to an extent unknown to working people thirty-five years ago.

Little Elison and George keep their father constantly employed in the evenings looking out and reading passages of Scripture to them, and they say so many fine hymns and songs that it is wonderful how they can keep mind of them all. Our evenings are so agreeably employed now from what they formally were, having nothing to do but quarrelling and fighting with one another, where now all is for information, with peace, and I must say great pleasure. George gets up from his seat, stands out upon the floor, and gives out a hymn or a song so nicely, and they must all join with him the best way they can. The elder children have turned so fond of hearing the lessons and songs, that they will give them no rest, till once they begin to go over all that they have heard and seen in the school during the day, so that we have an Infant School at home every night. Elison is between two and three years, and George five and six.
� 	Numerous as are the instances of good effects resulting from Sabbath Schools, yet at the frequent change of teachers, and consequent inexperience of the mould of communicating knowledge, as well as ignorance of the substance of the instructions they have to communicate, coupled also with the nearly practical impossibility of bringing out the most neglected children to school, render the Sabbath School system, both in Scotland and in England in efficient as a moral renovator of society.





� 	Bible Training has two distinctive features, the subject matter upon which the mind is exercised, and the process of exercising it. In regard to the first of these, instead of reading through a book, chapter after chapter, each day of the week has its own distinctive course, namely: Bible biography -- Emblems and Illustrations -- Moral Duties from example and precepts -- Miracles and Parables -- Sacred Geography and History -- Life of Christ -- Promises, etc. The great variety of clear and well-defined points of Scripture this arrangement affords, whether narrative, illustration, or doctrine, are so clearly and even pleasurably fixed in the mind, that afterwards, when reading the Word of God, or hearing it preached from the pulpit, they serve as to many posts of observations from which the mind may look intelligently out on every side. Is it not a fact known to every minister of the Gospel, that the half at least of what is delivered by them is lost upon an ordinary audience? Which could not be the case, were Bible Training and adopted in the week-day schools, and these commensurate with the population.


The lessons are uniformly read from the Bible itself, and not from a book of extracts, because, in coming from the Bible itself, it comes with the authority of God's book; while if from a book of extracts, especially if the Bible as a whole is excluded from school, a suspicion and is thrown up on the child's mind as to the propriety of the whole revelation.


The premises must be slowly and clearly laid -- the subject must be pictured out to the mind's eye in bold relief, ascending step-by-step, and if these are properly done by the master, the children themselves will uniformly give the lesson. If the children cannot do this, the premises must be relaid again, and again, until this is accomplished. The process of exercise is not by explanation, for this is not secure the attention of the children, nor is it by mere question and answer, but by question and ellipsis mixed. The question sets the mind a stir and the ellipsis draws it out. The union of these two processes forms Intellectual Training.


In giving the particular lesson for the day, whether in religious or ordinary science, the general plan pursued is not to tell the pupils anything which, by analysis, comparison, or illustration, they can be made to find out for themselves; in other words, they are trained rather than taught to think.


� 	"The Training System" -- "Moral Training" -- "Bible Training, for Sabbath Schools, with Illustrations" -- by Mr Stow. To which, although not exhibiting the system, we may add, "The Magazine" -- "Food for In front for Infant Minds" -- containing interesting information for the use of teachers.





� 	Mr Auld, a zealous and successful parochial teacher of St John's.





� The most (sic) of these schools have been furnished with In front and Juvenile is School apparatus, objects, pictures of objects, etc., from an excellent depot, kept by the master of the Model Infant School.





� 	This School is situated in a most destitute suburban district of Glasgow. We may give one example of its sad destitution. By a survey made in April, 1836, out of a population of about 2400, there were 592 children between the ages of 6 and 13 years, and only 29 at day-schools. The General Assembly’s School Committee have handsomely voted an annual endowment of £30 to the teacher, in order to provide cheap education for this part of a destitute overgrown parish, containing 80,000 souls.





� 	See Appendix 1


� 	The nearer School training can be formed on the model of Family training, in the moral department at least, the better, and therefore we prefer that, in the Infant School, there should uniformly be both a male and female teacher, representing the father and mother; and, as in the family, so in the school, boys and girls ought to be together, there may be some slight risk where they are simply taught but never where they are trained; we would apply the same rule to the Juvenile school, up to the age of 12. Wherever boys are trained alone, or girls are trained alone the moral training must be imperfect. Each improves the other sex by the generosities and kindnesses mutually manifested in the school-room and in the play-ground, a line of moral conduct one would wish to see continued through life. In the same play-ground, boys will generally sympathise and play with boys, and girls with girls, still the moral effect of the liberty of being at play together, and saying lessons together, is both striking and important.


� 	See Appendix II


� As much misconception exists as to what the Parochial School system of Scotland really is, we deem it proper to state here that it forms an important division of the Parochial System,� of which the Minister and the elders and deacons, form the other component parts. The most important peculiarities of the school system are, that the Bible and the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism must be taught in the school. No method of teaching is indeed prescribed, but they must be taught in conformity to the Confession of Faith, which the schoolmaster is required to subscribe. This part of the School system is under the inspection and control of the minister, acting as a member of Presbytery, all of which, having signed it, are themselves under the same control. 


Thus, whatever changes or improvements may be made with respect to the mode of communicating the knowledge of Scripture, no change can take place in the truths to be taught.


The next point is that, while provision is made "for acquiring a knowledge of the Latin tongue," and the "Sciences" yet the amount and variety, in these branches, are left to be determined, not by the minister, but by the lay heritors sitting together in council, with or without the minister. In this way, the amount of secular knowledge, and the mode of communicating both it and Scriptural knowledge, are left open to all those improvements which modern discoveries and experience may suggest. Giving the School system of Scotland a sure Scriptural basis, and, at the same time, and elasticity in every other respect suited to any condition or progress of society.


The next most important feature of the system is this. The heritors, in order to secure a low rate of school fees for the working classes, (generally about two shillings quarterly,) are obliged, by law, to provide and maintain, in addition to a school-house, a dwelling-house for the master, with an endowment, varying according to circumstances, from £24-£34 annually.





�  See Appendix 3.
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