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REPORT

HAVING entered pretty fully into the history of the rise and progress of the Training System in our last Report, we shall content ourselves in the present with a few notices illustrative of the OBJECTS and EFFECTS of the system.

The Great Objects in View

The following are the great objects which the promoters of the Training System had in view:

First – To provide an antidote to the exposed condition of the children of the working classes, and the demoralizing influence of large towns; in other words – MORAL TRAINING. 

Second – To adapt this principle to Infants in the first instance, to prevent bad habits and promote good ones, as the basis of Christian character.

Third – Having worked out and arranged such a system of Intellectual and Moral Training for the infant, to engraft its leading principles on the Juvenile and advanced Schools through every branch of elementary education. 

Fourth – To perpetuate and extend a practical knowledge of the system by establishing a Normal Seminary, including Model Schools, Miniature Schools, and Class-rooms, for the professional Training of Schoolmasters.

Fifth – To secure the permanent scriptural character of the system, by placing the Seminary under the same superintendence as the ordinary Parochial Schools of Scotland.

The primary and fundamental object of this System proceeds on the assumption that there is a want in the moral training of the youth of our large town, incapable of being supplied by the present systems of education; and that, in general, the working classes, in large towns, require a new moral machine to enable them to train up their children “in the way they should go.” In the country, Moral Training by the parents is practicable, where the child, nearly free from companionship, follows his father at the plough, or his mother in the dairy; but it is widely different in town with the father at the work-shop or the factory.

Exposed Condition of Children in Large Towns

On the other hand, we have only to walk along the streets and back lanes of any large city or town in the empire, to be convinced of the fact, that children, from the early age of two or three years, to twelve or fourteen, are under no moral superintendence whatever, and are exposed from day to day to the random influence of bad companionship, increased and strengthened by their own natural propensities, and the sympathy of numbers of the same age. Inquire further at the parents of these children, and they will tell you that the labours of the father, and the household attentions and ordinary work of the mother, prevent both or either of them, for a large portion of the day, from paying the slightest attention to the Moral Training of their children. Nay, further, that young children, who are in good health, cannot and will not be confined to the small apartments of the houses of the working-classes, so as to be under the eye even of the mother. There is a gap, there, in the “godly upbringing” of the youth of large towns, which required to be filled up in our parochial system: and that is Moral Training in school. Large towns are comparatively a novel state of society in this country, and they are now the sources and centres of our nation’s power. To provide an antidote, therefore, to the demoralizing influence of this condition of society, demands the attention of the Christian, the patriot, and the politician.

Politicians, of course, desire the good order, peace, and happiness of society. To them the most important of all questions must be, How can the community be best and most economically governed? How can crime and vice be diminished? Moral Training appears to us to be the very machine so much desiderated, whether as regards its efficiency or economy; and without which our town population must continue to sink in crime and profligacy

It may be remarked, that there is no system of education which suits a town, that may not equally well suit the country; but there are systems of education perfectly well suited to the condition of country life, that do not by any means meet the downward tendency of town life. It is our conviction, and innumerable facts prove the truth of the position, that were a system of Moral Training, such as that presented by the Glasgow Educational Society, established in every small town parish, as part of the Parochial System, our large towns and factories, with their increased moral power, instead of being hotbeds of vice, as at present, would become nurseries of increased moral worth. Such Seminaries, however, with their uncovered
 as well as covered school-rooms, cannot be established in sufficient numbers
 without a large national expenditure. Suitable-sized play-or training-grounds, are indeed extremely expensive in large towns: but it is in large towns that they are of paramount importance.

No Parochial School System was established in towns at the Reformation

It ought to be kept in mind that, after the Reformation in Scotland, although provision was made for one parochial school in every small parish, no provision was made for their extension in towns. None but Grammar Schools were ever established in the larger towns of Scotland. For example, there is one parish school for the original Barony Parish of Glasgow, now comprehending 90,000 souls; and not even one for the remainder of the city of Glasgow, comprehending 160,000 souls. All the others, called Parish Schools, are unendowed and merely subscription schools, supported by the different kirk sessions of the Established Church, leaving the remainder of our educational wants to be provided by private teachers; and both the quality and quantity of it are supplied according to the demand, and not what are best fitted for the improvement of the rising generation. What is true of Glasgow, is also true of the other royal burgh towns in Scotland; there is a Grammar School in each, but not Parish Elementary Schools. That important part of the Parochial System of Scotland, in fact, has yet to be established in towns, namely – a Parish School.

Peculiarities of the System

For particulars regarding the working of the system, we must refer our readers to the Training Books
 of the Society. The training System, however, being original in some of its departments and, in its general construction, we shall state a few of its peculiarities.

In Apparatus – Gallery,
 Play- or Training-ground, with their accompaniments. In System – Analogy and Illustration – Question and Ellipses mixed – Simultaneous Answers
 - Picturing out every term and every subject in words – Moral Superintendence of the children at play by the Master – Bible Training and Secular Training Lessons.

Preliminary to analysing one or two points of the System in each of the departments, we may here state, that intellectual training may be carried on by itself, and physical training may be carried on by itself; but moral training, although it includes the others, has a distinct object, and is the most elevated cultivation of which the understanding, the affections, and the habits, are susceptible.

Intellectual Department.

Picturing Out.

The novelty of peculiarity of the Intellectual department, is the systematic mode of picturing out to the minds of the children the subject of the lesson, in order to enable them to draw the moral lesion without the usual explanation of the master.
 This method of illustration proceeds upon the principle, that every work of the English language either represents an object, a combination of objects, or may be pictured out in words representing objects. Objects and pictures of objects are used in the Infant and Juvenile departments, both of this and other schools throughout the country; but no print can represent more than one point or moment of time in the scene to be described; for example, there is a Scripture print of Peter walking on the water to meet Jesus, but this can only show one point or incident in the narrative, and fifty prints could not represent the whole scene.  But the principle referred to, of picturing out in words, admits of no such limit to the scene. The actors and the conversation may be presented to the mind – the ship – the sea – the beckoning with the hand – the walking on the water – the self-dependence – the want of faith – the sinking – the Reproof – the restoration, &c., may all be represented to the mind’s eye with the vividness of reality. The same principle that applies to a passage or narrative, applies also to a single word, which is readily susceptible of being pictured out as an object, action, or principle.  Picturing out, therefore, is a fundamental principle of the Intellectual department of the Training System.

Question and Ellipsis.

Mere question and answer, while it awakens attention, sets the mind too much on the defensive to be termed leading on or training.  Simply ellipsis as usually practised, or telling a story elliptically, as it is termed, is exceedingly tame, and while it draws out from the mind, it does not exercise the mind. The union of the two, however, as first practised in our Seminary, is exceedingly powerful and natural. The question sets the mind astir, and the ellipsis draws out what has been put in motion. The one pumps the water from the well, the other directs its course.

Bible Training.

Under this system the religious or Bible Training is as intellectual as the Secular 

Training lessons. Some educationalists would exclude the Bible from school, at least in as far as the Master’s superintendence is concerned – others would have the Bible read, but not explained – others would have it explained, but no particular doctrines touched upon – others again would only have Bible extracts. Without entering into the arguments for and against these difference modes of religions education, we may state that the Christian superintendence, under which the Glasgow Educational Society has placed their seminary and System, has a standard which we are happy to be able to state is the standard of religious truth of nine-tenths of all the Protestants in the empire, Churchmen and Dissenters.

The Educational Society not merely permits but enjoins that the Bible be placed in the hands of every child who can read it, and that it be not merely read and explained, but that from the day the child enters school he be trained to understand it, and as far as human means go, under the Divine blessing, to feel its importance, and to practise it.
The doctrines and truths of Scripture being revealed principally, if not exclusively, by natural and visible things, we do not consider it Bible Training unless the imagery of Scripture is fully brought into view, until the natural emblems are pictured out to the mind’s eye, so that the children themselves may be prepared to deduce the lesson which such emblems and imagery are intended to convey.

All the Scriptures are thus set forth as in a picture, illuminating every page of the child’s private reading, and preparing the child and the future man to be an intelligent listener of a gospel ministry.

Independently of its naturalness and power, Bible Training is a distinct addition to the religious instruction of the public school. The child that enters school under the usual systems, at 6 years of age, and remains till 12, may be supposed to commence his Bible instructions at 8, when he can read the Scriptures for himself. Under the Training System however, on the child’s entering the school, Bible Knowledge is given, as the mother or parent would do, orally at first, with an additional power which no family possesses, namely, the power of sympathy of children of the same age. The child of 6 years of age consequently anticipates 2 years of instruction by this system; and the child at 8 years anticipates 5 years under the same process, whereby calculating on one new point of the great outlines of Scripture being given each week-day, it will give an addition in 5 years of 1500 luminous points on which the understanding of the child may rest, and from which it may look intelligently around on every side of the sacred narrative; every point of which, also, is so thoroughly understood, and naturally and systematically arranged, as to be remembered through life.
The originality of this part of the System (at least in practice) is proved from the fact, that out of nearly 500 teachers of every degree of acquirement and professional experience, who have entered the Seminary, we never found one who could give a Bible Training lesson on the natural and simple mode of the System, till after several months training. All, however, may attain it by practice, according to the amount and variety of their natural talents.
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The same system is pursued in the Secular as in the Bible lessons, by giving the great outlines or skeletons of both in the first instance, which the children through life can fill up by reading and observation – in other words, they are enabled to educate themselves.

In both the Infant and Juvenile Departments, the Gallery and attendant intellectual training saves as much time as is consumed in the moral training of the children, and whatever other branches of education are attended to in the Juvenile department, such as eluded in our system; one Gallery lesson at the least is given by the master each day from the book of Nature, and one from the book of Revelation.

Each day of the week has its particular class of Gallery lessons on such subjects as follow: commencing with the great outlines as a first cause.

Daily Secular Training Lessons.

Natural History, and Physiology of Animals. – Mechanics – Domestic Economy and the Arts of Life. – Physiology and Classification of Plants. – General Science, such as Galvanism, Electricity, Optics, &c. – Properties and Localities of Minerals – Earths – Strata, &c.

Daily Bible Training Lessons.

Old Testament Biography. – Illustrations and Emblems. – New Testament Biography. – Moral Duties from Bible examples and precepts – Promises, &c. – Parables and Miracles. – Bible Geography and History.

Although such an arrangement, both in Bible and Secular Training, is requisite for the sake of a regular progression in knowledge yet this part of the system is by no means so stereotyped as not to admit of other arrangements, provided the great principles are kept steadily in view.

By this natural and progressive method of Bible Training, the parent and the pastor is each assisted in his great work by the labours of the Trainer in the public school. While we have hailed and still hail the Sunday Schools as an important assistant to the parent and clergyman, we would with no less pleasure hail the day when the week-day Training School with its complete System of Bible and Moral Training, would in a great measure supersede the necessity of the Sabbath School.

Not one of the National Systems of Education has been formed to suit the concentrated moral sympathy of towns. In Scotland, at the establishment of its parochial system, two centuries ago, and in England, Ireland, Prussia, and France, large towns have presented, it would appear, too formidable and evil fairly to be met. 

The question naturally occurs, where are the Masters or Trainers to be found to accomplish this work? How can they be procured? We ask in return, how are clergymen or pastors procured? Why not demand the same preparation or apprenticeship? Why not demand the same or equal securities? Why not establish Normal Seminaries for Schoolmasters, under the Christian superintendence of the Church, as you would Divinity Halls for the young clergy? The Gospel ought to be taught first in the family and public school, and afterwards preached and enforced from the pulpit.

Play-Ground

A Play-ground or uncovered school-room, not smaller if possible that 120 feet long, by 50 to 60 feet wide, is absolutely requisite in the training of the child, for although the head may be trained, elsewhere and in other circumstances, yet the child as a whole cannot be trained without such a place of amusement, in other words, unless he be placed in real life, where all his dispositions may be fully developed, and this is impossible under the restraints of an ordinary school-room.
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Wherever masses of human beings are congregated together as in towns and villages, there exists the sympathy of numbers; and the exercise of this powerful principle when left to itself, as at present in our large towns and factories, is uniformly on the side of evil. The youth of our working classes, are not and cannot be superintended at play on the streets by the Schoolmaster. Neither are the systems of education in-doors, excellent and valuable as many parts of them are, so arranged as to admit of superintendence out of doors even when a play-ground is attached to the school, and therefore the children, being left to the full bent of their inclinations, acquire habits of rudeness, mischief, indecency, lying, swearing, quarrelling, cheating, &c. &c.

The Training System is the only antidote we know of fitted to prevent such evils, but the whole system must be adopted so as to enable a Christian master to be the companion and superintendent of the children at play; otherwise a Play-ground attached to a school-house may become as much a place for mischief as the streets and lanes and back wynds of our most crowded cities. 

We may state one fact to show the different effects of training and teaching. During a late investigation into the effects of the system, in the Juvenile as well as Infant Schools, from the return of 7 Schools, to which 700 schedules had been sent through the children to their parents to be filled up by them, and returned to their respective masters, we would remark, that although all the Training masters gave religious and moral instruction, yet the practical or moral effects at home, according to the written testimony of the parents, were not in proportion to the religious and moral instruction communicated in school, but according to the amount and degree of Moral Training each master was known to give in the Play-ground in connexion with the Gallery.

It is a striking fact, that those parents who are best able and who do pay most attention to their children, most readily confess their inability to train up their offspring as they would wish, and set the greatest value on the Training School as an able assistant in their endeavours. The precepts and example of parents and teachers are no doubt powerful; but the example and sympathy of companionship are vastly more powerful. This is the great secret which accounts for the advice and example of parents being neutralised. They are overborne by the evil companionship of children at play.

The Gallery.

The Gallery in Moral Training is so intimately connected with the Play-ground that they cannot be disjoined. Some of the uses of the Gallery are – securing the undivided attention and sympathy of the children. Simultaneous answers, - drawing out the various qualities of the mind, and thus exercising the whole. Physical exercises, also as a means of attaining these objects. The Gallery saves fully as much time per day as is spent in the Moral Training of the children. The misdemeanours or the kind actions of the Play-ground are reviewed in the Gallery on the children’s return thither, and not at the moment of commission. As a distinguishing feature of the Training System, the Gallery is as essential in Intellectual Training, as the Play-ground is in Moral Training. 

Second and Third Great Objects.

Under the Second and Third Objects we remark, that while we consider the application of the system to infants to be of paramount importance, as a preventative of bad habits whether physical, intellectual, or moral, yet it does not stop here, but is one and the same system for the youth of thirteen years of age, and the child of three.
 The subjects of course do vary and expand, but the mode of communication and training is the same. Under the System consisting of Infant and Juvenile departments, the child of two years of age may enter and continue till fourteen on one unbroken principle.

The system has been in full operation since 1831. Its gradual development occupied the previous six years. First in a Sabbath School, secondly in the Model Infant School, and latterly in the Model Juvenile School, and Senior departments for scholars and teachers under training.

Some systems are chiefly valued on account of monitors, or objects, or music, or etymology, or verbal definitions, or a long list of scientific subjects. We would refuse the use of none of these, or any other principles, provided they can assist in the training of the child as a whole.
From every quarter in town and country, we are informed of the very great influence the Infant and Juvenile Model Schools of this Seminary have had in simplifying
  and improving the style of education.

In regard to the 4th and 5th great objects of the Society, we would simply remark, that since our last report the Normal Seminary with its Model Schools and Miniature Schools, has been removed to the new buildings, and is now a separate and complete establishment placed, under the Christian superintendence of the Presbytery of Glasgow, as in the case of the other Parochial Schools.

The Normal Seminary.

This Seminary being original in its construction and system, the real character of the institution is little understood. Some imagine that a Model School forms a Normal Seminary, and others that its object is the instruction of teachers. Both are indeed necessary in a Normal Seminary, but practical knowledge is not acquired by merely observing the operations of a Model School or receiving the instructions of a master. The art of making a shoe, for example, is not acquired by observing the operations of an experienced workman, of having the principles of its formation merely explained.

In the Glasgow Normal Seminary the time of the students or teachers under training is divided into three parts. 1st. Receiving Instruction, from the masters of the seminary, in elementary branches on the Training System. 2nd. Observing the operations and listening to the lessons of the Model Schoolmasters and their scholars, 3rd. Actually working out the system with a class of children in the miniature schools, alternately under the superintendence of the head master of each of the particular departments in which the student is for the time placed, commencing and also finishing in all cases with the Infant department as the most direct medium whereby to simplify the ideas; the terms to be used and the whole manner and mode of communication.

Criticisms

These are divided into public and private weekly criticisms, and are conducted by the Secretary acting as chairman. At the more public criticisms, four Students give each a less on the principles and practice of the System. One of these is a Bible lesson; the other three are secular and elementary, and are given to the children, seated in the gallery, in the presence of the whole students, alternately in the Infant and Juvenile departments. A limited period is allowed to each exercise. The four students having finished their lessons, which occupy about an hour, they retire from the Model School to an adjoining room, where each in rotation is asked by the chairman to give his opinion, from notes previously taken. After the criticisms the chairman gives the result of his observations, and notices any criticisms that appear to him wrong or imperfect, following these up by an analysis of some point of the system suggested by the particular exhibitions. Nothing is expected to escape the critical eye of the lookers on, whether as regards the matter or the manner of the lesson.

Novel and trying as it is, the students could never otherwise acquire the system in the limited attendance of six or eight months. This exercise rubs off many incrustations which but for this must have remained, and which no teaching, or instruction, or mere observation of the mode, could have removed. The weekly criticism therefore, private and public, are felt to be the highest polish of the system, and severe as at first sight they may appear, they have uniformly been attended during the five years since their commencement with the best results, and the most kindly feelings, on the broad principle that the system of the Seminary throughout, for students as well as scholars, is one of moral discipline.


The private Bible Training lessons are conducted without the School children, each student in rotation, giving a lesson to the rest as before. It is the Chairman’s duty to see that the picture or subject  of the lesson to be properly drawn, and that, while all the relations and associations are attended to, no digressions be made which may detract from the distinct and straight-forward course of the subject. These and other exercises of the students, as well as the daily exercises of the public Model Schools, are opened and closed with prayer.

Model Schools of the Seminary

Of these there are four: The Infant for children under six years of age – The Juvenile – The advanced or Senior Department, and The Female School of Industry.

The children receive the best education and training at the usual low rates of parish schools. This Seminary, which is without any endowment whatever, has a claim therefore on the annual contributions of all ranks and of all religious sects of the community, for its doors are open to all, and all eagerly embrace the privileges it affords.

In passing, we would remark, that out of 250 children, of the ages of six to fourteen years, received within the last two months into the new school buildings, of the Juvenile department 180 had attended other schools, and still require much moral, intellectual, and physical discipline to reduce them to the attention, docility, and obedience they would have acquired had they been previously under training and received the advantages of the Infant department.

Miniature Schools, for Normal Students.

In addition to the four Model Schools, there are 17 Miniature Schools and class-rooms of various sizes for the practical working of the students; some of these are fitted up like the Model Schools, and to which a separate Play – or Training-ground is attached.

The Female Students also have a separate Play- or Training-ground for their classes.

In addition to these there are Committee and Secretary’s rooms, a dwelling house for one of the Masters, and one for the Janitor and his family.

The arrangement is complete as regards the system, but for the training of Masters and Mistresses many more class-rooms are required, in consequence of the very great and encreasing (sic) demand for Trainers from this Seminary.

Your Committee, relying on the liberality of a Christian public in this mighty desideratum to a nation’s power and well-being, have spent about £12,000 on the Play-grounds and Buildings. After deducting about £4500, received in subscriptions, &c., it leaves a debt of £7500, for which they have become personally responsible.

The Seminary as it now stands presents a good model for Parish Training Schools or private schools for every class or rank in the community, and also a model for a Normal Seminary.

That the children are much pleased with the system may be gathered from the following fact: They were informed that July would be a month of vacation, for which they were not required to pay any fee, and that any might remain who chose, for the sake of the students. Strange to tell, nearly 180 out of the 250
 attending in the Juvenile department, remained in close attendance during the whole vacation, and when asked why they did so, their answer was, “we get better fun at school that we do in the street; we get swinging, and balls, and tops, and all we want: therefore we prefer school.”

Teachers Trained

During the present year there have been enrolled in the Seminary 156 Students, a number which, added to the 260 trained up till the period of 31st December, 1836, as appeared in last Report, makes a total of 416 teachers trained during the 10 years of the existence of the Institution. On the 31st December, 1837, the number of Students in attendance was 58. Forty, however, is a sufficient number for the present extent of the buildings.

During the progress of the Institution the Society has lengthened out the period of attendance from three or four months to six months as a minimum course: a considerable number however remain much longer. The Directors have discovered that the students who have left the Seminary adhere to the entire system as trainers, in exact proportion to the time they have spent in acquiring it. 

Seven or ten years hence, our best trainers will probably be had from among our own scholars who shall have passed through the various stages of the Infant, Juvenile, and Senior Departments of the Seminary.

Demand for Trainers

The demand for persons capable of practising the system has rapidly and progressively increased. Upon an average we have received orders for three trainers for every one we could supply.

Our opinion regarding the capability of female trainers is, that however high their intellectual and moral powers may be, a larger number than 30 or 40 is beyond the physical energies of an intelligent lady. Man and wife, or brother and sister, therefore, ought to be uniformly conjoined in school, for the nearer we can copy family training in the public school the better. To train boys and girls separately, is to break up one most important part of Moral Training. 

Demand for trainers and the places to which they have been sent

Australia

Seventeen teachers have been trained in the Seminary this year for that rising colony. They, with their wives and families, sailed in July and August last, under the Rev. Dr. Lang, when each received through the medium of this Society a Government grant of £60 for outfit, &c. We trust that the intelligence and christian zeal of these men will be the mean under God of establishing Moral Training in that interesting quarter of the globe. 

Home and Colonial Infant School Society of London.  
This Society, which was established about 2 years ago, for the purpose of improving and extending the Infant School System, addressed a letter to this Society, requesting a Model School teacher or trainer practically acquainted with our System. All our best Infant trainers having been engaged, the Home and Colonial Society sent Mr. Coates to Glasgow to be trained a few months, with a view to return to London as the Model Trainer of their Society. The Home and Colonial Society was established for the same great object with ourselves, namely, the Christian and moral training of the rising generation; the mode of communication, however, differs from ours in one or two points.

Poor Law Commissioners of England 

The Poor Law Commissioners of England have given orders, from time to time, for trainers for the intellectual, the Christian, and the moral training of the pauper children of the various Unions under their charge in Norfolk and in the neighbourhood of London, &c. This important arrangement was gone into in consequence of the personal visit last summer, to our Seminary of two of their number, J. P. Kay, Esq., M.D., author of the Moral Statistics of Manchester, and J. F. Tuffnel, Esq. 

The Mico Charity


The Government Mico Charity, of which the Rev. J. M. Trew is Secretary, and whose sphere of operation is amongst the West India Negro population, had sixteen teachers, with their wives, trained in the Seminary: some of these were selected from the students of the Seminary, others were sent from London, and several from Ireland. Each had guaranteed to him £250 sterling per annum, and half that sum during their course of training in the Seminary. The following are their destinations. Antigua, St. John ‘s, Mr. and Mrs. Miller – St. Lucia, Castius, Mr. and Mrs. Whitten and Mr. Johnstone – Tobago, Scarbro, Mr. and Mrs. Ross – Grenada, St. George’s, Mr. and Mrs. Loune- St. Vincent, Kingston, Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay, and Mr. and Mrs. Smyth- Trinidad, Port of Spain, Mr. Wood, Mr. And Mrs. Thompson, and Mr. and Mrs. Kerr-Jamaica, Mr. Malcolm- Mauritius, Mr. Barrit and Mr. Gray.

Schools in Scotland and England

Many Parochial and Private Schools and Academies and Schools of Industry, in Scotland and England, have been supplied with male and female trainers from this Seminary, during the past year.

The Educational Society at Manchester has ordered one trainer to superintend a Model School for Juvenile children, which they are preparing with all the requisite apparatus. 

At Newton Stewart the Earl of Galloway is erecting an Infant Training School after our Model, to which he intends shortly to add the advanced or Juvenile department and also a Female School of Industry. Orders have been received for suitable trainers. The whole school establishment is to be under the Christian superintendence of the minister of the parish, the Rev. S. Richardson.

Lord and Lady Francis Egerton are erecting, at their own expense, at Worsley, near Manchester, one Infant and one Juvenile Training School, and two teachers are now under training to fill these important situations. A Female School of Industry is to be attached to these Schools. The trainers are to be under the superintendence of the clergyman of the parish.

At Moffat the Honourable Lady Hope Johnstone has established an Infant Training School and Female School of Industry.

We would also notice, as an example to proprietors of public works, that the Messrs. Barnes & Son, of Farnham, near Bolton, Lancashire, are erecting two schools, one each, Infant and Juvenile, on the Training System, for the moral elevation of their Factory children: and this Society has also orders for two trainers to fill these situations. 

In the village of Lennoxtown, parish of Campsie, Robert Dalglish, Esq., of Messrs. Dalglish Falconer, & Co., J. L. K. Lennox, Esq., of Woodhead, Messrs. M’Intosh, and a few of the other proprietors, are erecting two training Schools, one each, Infant and Juvenile, with large play-grounds,  under the Christian superintendence of the Rev. Thomas Lee, Minister of the parish.

Alexander Campbell, Esq., of Ardindarroch, Argyleshire, in addition to the other means for the Christian and moral improvement of the inhabitants of Lochgilphead, has established two Juvenile Training Schools – one is already in active operation, and the buildings, &c., are in progress for the second. A trainer for this latter school will shortly leave the Seminary.

Neil Malcolm, Esq., of Kilmartin, also intends the erection of several Training Schools, for his extensive estates in Argyleshire.

From Ireland this Society received orders for several trainers, and some have already gone thither. We could not desire a greater boon for Ireland, that that Bible Training and Moral Training were established in all her parishes.

In various parts of town and country in Scotland and in England, schools are getting up on the Training System, and movements are making for this object in many more, in which directors are in communication with this Society on the subject: but, without particularising all, we may notice a few of such places, and also from which orders have been received for trainers, or to which they have been sent.

Perthshire, Yorkshire, Dundee, Liverpool, London, Birmingham, Dublin, Leeds, Montreal, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Inverness, Ecclefechan, Greenock, Annan, Norfolk, Dumbartonshire, Argyleshire, Banffshire, Linlithgowshire, Aberdeenshire, Ayrshire, &c., &c., &c.

The correspondence and communications regarding the proper mode of erecting, arranging, and furnishing schools, have greatly increased during the past year, and persons from all quarters of the kingdom and from many foreign parts have personally visited the Seminary in quest of information on the subject of training children and teachers. These circumstances have led to a large expenditure, in the printing of plans and explanations, as also notices by public advertisements in the daily journals.

Attainments of the Students.

The applicants for admission as students must present a certificate of moral and religious character previous to undergoing an examination. Students belonging to nearly every one of the principal denominations of professing Christians have been introduced by their respective ministers. Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Independent, Methodist, &c.

About three fifths of all the Students who have attended to Seminary since 1831 in addition to other elementary branches, have been acquainted with Latin and a considerable number of them also with Greek and Mathematics. Several have been young clergymen and foreign missionaries. None can be admitted who are unacquainted with the ordinary elementary branches &c., although 6, 8, or 10 months cannot make proficients in knowledge, yet the practical exercise of the system relays what they had formerly been taught and enables the trainer to communicate all he knows or may afterwards attain in a more simple, natural, and efficient manner.

Difficulties in Getting a Sufficient Number of Persons

to put themselves under training.

So long as small salaries are given to teachers they will not and they cannot afford to spend a long time as an apprenticeship in a Normal Seminary.

Hitherto, with a few exceptions, Directors have declined sending teachers to be trained at their expense. The burden has fallen on the poor student, and it is wonderful to witness the highly praiseworthy struggle many of them make in supporting themselves in lodgings for 7 or 8 months while attending the Seminary. This however has amply repaid many of them; for some have been appointed at the expiry of the course to situations of £90 and £100 a-year, who without the course of training might through life have never received more than £60. The great demand for trainers has caused a considerable advance in the salaries offered.

Limited Attendance of the Children at School.

The anxiety of parents to send their children to factories and other public works, the consequent limited attendance of the children at school, is a great barrier to a regular or progressive course of instruction, such as might occupy a lengthened period of years. This circumstance renders the fundamental principle of our system more highly useful and necessary, we mean picturing out the broad outlines of every thing, in the first instance, as a preliminary course; so that however short a period the children attend school, what they get they retain, and can afterwards fill up to a certain extent by reading, observation, and reflection.

Superintendence of the Seminary.

It was mentioned in our last Report that a permanent Rector was expected in the person of Mr. John M’Crie, son of the biographer of Knox and Melville, and that immediately on his being elected to that office he was sent by this Society to England, Prussia, and France, to observe the different systems of education pursued in …….

27

…these countries, with a view to improve the system which had been in operation for some time in the Glasgow Seminary. Mr. M’Crie was intimately acquainted with the German tongue, and therefore could understand at once the practical working of the schools of Prussia. On his return in January last he entered on the duties of his office, and, after the lapse of a few months, became practically acquainted with the system; and finding all that was truly valuable in the method of education already pursued, he did not as Rector alter one arrangement of the Normal Seminary, nor did he consider that there was any thing in the systems he had witnessed elsewhere that could be an improvement of the general arrangements of the system already pursued: and further, that the Training System was one greatly in advance of any he had seen, and the only one he saw where Moral Training was practised as distinguished from moral instruction.

Mr. M’Crie continued for eight months ardently prosecuting his important calling and when just prepared to undertake the full duties of his office, the hand of death, in October last,* deprived this Society of his valuable talents, the public of one whose Christian zeal and prudence promised to render him truly an ornament, and his friends of one who bid fair to wear the mantle of his illustrious father. The Superintendence of the Seminary therefore naturally reverted to the Secretary, Mr. Stow, who had previously undertaken that responsibility from the commencement of the Institution.

Unlooked-for and distressing as this deprivation was, to the Directors of the Society, they have reason to thank an all-wise Providence, that no permanent injury has been sustained by the Seminary; it has continued as heretofore steadily to advance in the number of its Students and in celebrity.

Masters of the Seminary.

In addition to the office of Rector there are attached to the Seminary: In the Infant Department, Mr. Caughie, head Master, with Mrs. Caughie and a Junior Assistant – In the Juvenile Department Mr. Hislop, head Master with two Assistants – In the Senior Department, Rev. J. M. Auld, head Master, with one Assistant. Mr. A. Also during a proportion of the day gives instruction to the students in several elementary branches.  There is also for the students a Music Master, Mr. Gibson, and Elocution ……

*1837.
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….Master, Mr. Hartley. In the Female School of Industry, Mrs. Chamberlain, superintendent, with one Assistant. 

We must express our admiration of the zeal and energy of the masters of the several departments, and the anxiety they uniformly display for the spread of the system and success of the Institution. They have the thanks of the Directors, and are entitled to the cordial thanks of the public.

We may mention one or two DIFFICULTIES that stand in the way of any general or wide extension of the Training System in large towns. The first that presents itself is the excessively high price of ground, for the purpose of Play- or Training-grounds, more especially in the lanes and streets where the population is more densely congregated. Next, the requisite large airy school house and the gallery. We fear these barriers will remain until the public get more enlightened on the subject, so as to influence the Legislature of our country to make large grants, for these purposes: for the prevention rather than the punishment of crime.
 We should like to see Training-grounds, not merely for the Youth at school, but for the more adult population when they have left school. Such healthful out-door exercises would promote the moral improvement of many whose evenings might otherwise be spent in the public house.


Another difficulty, which presents itself, is this, where there is no partial endowment, the teacher is, generally speaking, too dependent on numbers for his subsistence; consequently, in many cases, he over-crowds his school Simple reading, that is, the mere sound of words without the meaning, is the desideratum of a great proportion of parents. Moral training or even intellectual training they have no desire for, nor do they understand the principles of either; they do experience the waywardness and improper conduct of their children, arising from the immoral training of the streets; but how the public school can assist them or remove the evils felt and complained of, they know not. We have education therefore brought down too generally to the very lowest point – a mere exercising of the memory without understanding. Hence the extremely low rate of wages and the lowering of the profession of the schoolmaster, from the high rank in which he ought to move in the scale of society.
Funds.

The Directors have expended on ground and buildings for the Seminary about £12,000, and have received in subscriptions and donations £4500, leaving a debt against the Society of £7500, the particulars of which, with the list of subscribers, will appear in next Report.

The expenditure of the Institution, including the interest of debt over and above the fees from the scholars and students, amounts to an annual charge of about £600. (This is independent of a Rector’s salary, not chargeable at present.) This sum of £600 must be raised by annual subscriptions, and the Directors earnestly hope that all who value the Christian and moral elevation of the rising generation, more especially in our densely-peopled towns, will give a small portion of their substance for the liquidation of this debt and for the support of an Institution and System, which experience has proved to be eminently fitted to “train up the child in sound physical, intellectual, religious, and moral habits;” a System which under the Divine blessing would rapidly diminish crime by preventing it, and the extension of which would add in no ordinary degree to the domestic happiness of parent and child, and the physical health of the whole Juvenile population.

Glasgow. Printed by William Collins & Co.

Advertisement.

TRAINING BOOKS OF THE SOCIETY.

BY

DAVID STOW, HON. SECRETARY.

MORAL TRAINING in large towns, 18mo. 3s.6d. cloth.

THE TRAINING SYSTEM, a Manual for Infant and Juvenile Schools, 18mo. 3s. cloth.

BIBLE TRAINING, with Illustrations, Fourth Edition, price 6d.

GRANNY AND LEEZY, a Dialogue explanatory of the Training System, Fifth Edition, price 6d.

OUTLINES of the TRAINING SYSTEM, price 2d.

KEY to the FIRST SPELLING-BOOK, price 2d.

PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE TRAINING SYSTEM, addressed to the Students of the Glasgow Normal Seminary, price 4d.

N.B. Apparatus, including a swing – tops, &c., may be had at the Society’s Depot, kept by Mr. Caughie, No. (???) Normal Seminary Buildings.
� 	Sad lamentations are frequently heard regarding the attendant evils of large cities and factories, but instead of spending or time or wasting our energies in making complaints which will prevent neither the increase of the one nor the establishment of the other, would it not be wiser to see rather what can be done with towns, as they really are? And a patient investigation, we believe, will show, that, while concentrated masses of human beings afford peculiar facilities and encouragements to vice, THE SAME SOCIAL SYMPATHY may prove the very means of moral improvement, In fact, the present supposed bane of our country, large towns and factories, by proven means, may yet be turned morally, and consequently politically, into great national blessings. The principle of SOCIAL SYMPATHY, so powerful in towns, and at present producing evil habits, ought to be laid hold of in our educational system as an instrument to good.  We must not expect, however, that such results will be accomplished by feeble efforts or, sentimental wishes.  A great national good like this cannot be brought about, without a great national expenditure – the Training System – a manual for Infant and Juvenile Schools.


� 	Play or training-grounds.


� 	Few of the neglected, careless class, for whom we plead, are brought out – the greater proportion of those in attendance are children of the better or middle cases, who value the system, and desire the good of their offspring. Such as these uniformly come out first; the others will not attend school, unless “Compelled” (we mean morally compelled “to come in.”


Our first established schools get out the best children, and the worst or most neglected come out last. For instance, if six schools will do the work of a large parish of 8,000 inhabitants, the first two schools which may be established will generally bring out the middle class – the second two schools, the lower – and the last two schools; the lowest grade of the population. We therefore perceive that a vast many schools for infant and juvenile training may be formed, even to two thirds of the requisite number, and yet public crime remain undiminished.” – Moral Training in Large Towns, 1834.


� 	See Appendix


� 	“The power of the gallery in mental training has already been alluded to, and may be illustrated as follows:- A master, under the ordinary mode of teaching, puts a question to the scholars Individually; and we shall suppose the teacher to be of an imaginative turn of mind, and the pupil to be the reverse – a plain matter-of-fact boy. It is evident that the question or questions generally put by the master will partake, to a considerable extent, of the particular cast of his own mind, and will either be too lofty, or so different from the ideas of the questioned party as to be beyond the power of the scholar to answer, and simply because he does not comprehend, or readily sympathise with, the style in which the question is put. But, let the same question or questions be put by the same trainer to 50 or 100 children seated in a gallery, and 10, 20, or 30 of these are sure to be found with minds naturally constituted like the master’s, who will instantly and simultaneously answer. And, if the attention of the more matter-of-fact children is alive – they, hearing the answer and joining in it, and sympathising more readily with their fellow-pupils than with the master, every one will learn, whatever the conformation of their minds may naturally be. Whatever cast of mind, therefore, a trainer may happen to have – whether matter-of-fact, illustrative, argumentative, or imaginative, it is found that amongst 50 or 100 children seated in a gallery, if permitted to answer simultaneously, the questions and ellipses put by the master, will be sympathised with and met by some portion of the children present; and, as formerly alluded to, if the eye and attention are kept fixed on yourself, all will hear, and all must learn, although one-fourth or one-fifth only answer at any one time. Thus there is a power in the gallery, under the training System, that enables any trainer, however constituted, to communicate all he knows, and to work it into the mind of every scholar present.


“The gallery, therefore, by its power of development, physical training, and simultaneous answers, produces the most perfect mental sympathy, and enables the trainer to present food to every capacity, and every variety of natural talent, without stuffing or attempting to treat all alike, whereby some would be surfeited and others starved.” – Bible Training with Illustrations.


� 	“Allow all or any in the gallery to answer simultaneously. Notice one or two of the answers, or filling up of the ellipses, where these are right or wrong. Convince the children of the wrong one by something analogous, and exercise their minds up to a point that shows their error. If you do not notice the wrong answers, as well as the right one, they may continue to be repeated. If you notice no answer till you get the right one, you will only create, or at least perpetuate, confusion and noise. Cause the children to repeat the correct answer; if not in every case, let it be frequently done, and that at every point, or chain of the exercise or lesson. This is a fundamental principle of the system, and unless strictly attended to much of the power of the gallery will be lost. In order to secure that all acquire the knowledge proposed to be communicated, it is not necessary that all answer at any one time; but it is necessary that you secure the eye of the whole children, and as a natural consequence, their attention; and, as already stated, let every correct leading point answered by a few of the children, or by any one child trained to the correct answer by yourself, be repeated by you, and afterwards by the whole scholars in one voice.” Practical Hints on the Training System”.


� 	“Picturing out is a fundamental principle of the training system. Picture out the outlines first, which is the natural mode, and let the same process be observed in drawing out the minuter points progressively. Remember what we have often said – the portrait painter does not finish an eye or the mouth, and afterwards the outlines of the face. He gives the outlines of the whole face in the first instance, and then the outlines of every feature in succession, and finishes none of the features entirely until he has painted the outlines of all, such is the natural and therefore efficient process.


	If you have drawn the picture, and analysed it with truth, the children must be prepared to give the lesson just as they would recognise the likeness of a human face, or any picture whatever. If they see the picture properly drawn, they must be able to tell what the picture represents. When we say, picture out, always remember that the children draw the picture with you, and make part of every sentence their own, and this is done, not by mere question and answer, but by question and ellipsis mixed.” – Practical Hints on the Training System.


� 	“An ellipsis is a very natural and powerful link in training, but if not judiciously made, may become very unmeaning and trifling. The ellipsis to be filled in, ought always to be some work or words which the children ought to know, or which they have at the time been trained to, and which, when so expressed by the children, while it awakens attention, fixes the whole point on the memory – such being of course a leading part of the sentence. In the example of ellipses, both in England America, we find such as the following: - God made ….that looks so….God made the ……so green. If during a previous lesson, the sky had been spoken of as blue, the children might be expected to fill in the last word of the line, blue; but the first ellipsis, God made the……is absurd; for as God made every thing, the answer of the children would be a mere guess. All ellipsis are tame unless mixed with questions, and when so mixed the questions and ellipses mutually assist each other, and render the union powerful and natural. It was the conviction of this from experience and frequent trials, that made us adopt this peculiarity of our system at its original establishment.” Practical Hints on the Training System.





� 	The Normal Students, or young Teachers, are generally present at each of these Gallery Training lessons, in both the Infant and Juvenile departments.





� 	Only a small portion of the neglected children have yet been got to attend our Sabbath Schools where they would receive religious instruction one day a-week whereas, under the Training System, they would receive it six days a-week, and with this important addition, that the master sees that Scripture precepts and principles are actually put into practice. The frequent changing and shifting of unpaid teachers has rendered even the LOCAL SYSTEM of Sabbath Schools a failure in bringing the great mass of our neglected youth under religious instruction even for one day a-week. Nothing can reach this mass so as to “train” them, but week-day schools for Moral Training, and paid Christian teachers and trainers, who will remain at the work not merely for three months or twelve months, but year after year, carrying forward the child in his intellectual, and what is of more importance, in his moral training.


� 	From Dr. Kay’s Report, on Education, addressed to the Poor Law Commissioners and published, 1838:- Every district orphan school should, like the Glasgow Normal Seminary, consist of


	1. an infant school;


2. A juvenile school, comprising


A. An industrial schools for boys;


A.An industrial school for girls.


“In both the infant and juvenile schools the boys and girls are trained together. “In the infant school the child is separated from the contaminating influence of the Street or lane in which his parents reside. He no longer wanders about to contract filth and vice, his passions, under no wholesome restraint or guidance, daily growing in strength and distortion. It is required that he should be presented at the school daily, cleanly in dress and person. His attention is aroused and captivated by a constant succession of infantile pleasures. He learns to rise, to sit, to march, to beat time in concert with his fellows: he is taught to sing – in the song some sound precept or some useful knowledge is conveyed. A picture or a living animal is produced, or a specimen from the museum, by which his acquaintance with the properties of natural objects is extended. When his vagrant fancy has been arrested, the teacher seizes the moment for instruction in other knowledge less capable of sensual illustration; and acquaintance with the leading facts of biblical history – a consciousness of the true basis of moral obligation – and a perception of the nature of religious duty are sought to be imparted. Before weariness ensures, the whole school is marched in regular order into the play-ground, singing; here the master has an opportunity of observing the development of character, and of rendering the play-ground the scene of moral training.


	“The garden and play-ground are made the means of teaching the children to play without discord, and with an absence of the faults of language and manner acquired in the street; of conveying to them a sense of the importance of mutual forbearance, of the duty of protecting the weak, of the necessity of self denial, of the inviolability of property not their own, &c. The frolic of the play-ground is not restrained by stern superintendence or the interference of grave moral precepts, but the master kindly assists in promoting order and good will, and occasionally, when the children return to school, makes any occurrence of the play-ground the source of instructive moral illustration, by questioning the children respecting it in such a way as to enable them to see clearly what is right and what is wrong.


	“Infants between the age of two and six, trained by this method, acquire a much more systematic and extensive acquaintance with natural objects and natural phenomena, have a clearer perception of the true basis of moral duty, and a more lively interest in religion, than the older children who have not had the advantage of this method, though trained in schools to considerable expertness in reading, writing, and arithmetic.


	“The child of the infant school becomes attached to learning as a pleasurable experience; and if the method pursued be not suddenly disturbed, he may be led from the infant in to the junior classes of the juvenile school with scarcely a perceptible transition, and so onward to the higher branches of instruction.


	“The gallery is employed in the infant school as a means of arranging the children in a body under the eye of their teacher, and thus enabling him more readily to inspect and control them by arousing their attention, and bringing the sympathies of the body to act upon individuals. The concerted movements by the teacher intersperses his instructions, and by which he contrives to get rid of momentary lassitude and inattention, are greatly facilitated by this arrangement. In the Glasgow Model Schools considerable advantages are said to have arisen from the retention of this mode of assembling and instructing the scholars in a body even in this juvenile schools; and it is at once apparent that, as a means of assimilating the juvenile school to the infant school, and thus rendering the transition from the infant school to the juvenile less formidable to a young child, the use of the gallery in the juvenile school may be very important.  The scholars in the juvenile school are almost all equally prepared for receiving certain lessons by the simultaneous system in the gallery as an undivided class. Much of the instruction in sound morals and religion, in which it is so important that the sympathies should be awakened, can be most successfully, thus conveyed.


	“The play-ground and gymnastic exercises are inseparable, from a well-conducted juvenile school. The play-ground is well described by Mr. Stow as the uncovered School, where the master has the opportunity of training the children in correct habits, and thus fostering in their development the principles with which he is careful they should become acquainted in the school. The play-ground of the school should therefore stand in the strongest contrast with the play-ground of the street or lane. The moral atmosphere of the school play-ground should be so purified by the careful exclusion of all vicious influences, that in the moment of the most unrestrained mirth there should be an unseen but effectual screen from the contagion of bad example, and the errors which occur should be made the mean of deterring the children from their repetition.”











� 	The Juvenile School is necessary, of course, for carrying forward the child of six years of age in his moral training; but if the training is only commenced at that age, we have not only to bend the wayward inclination of young children of two or three years of age, as in Infant Schools, but to break up habits often wonderfully obstinate, even at the age of six. Besides, the younger the child is, the more capable is he of being impressed by sympathy and example. Again, therefore, must we return to the text, the primary moral level, INFANT TRAINING.” – Moral Training in Large Towns.





� 	Simplicity is the most distinguishing feature of the training system, and the last and highest attainment of a teacher or trainer.” – Practical Hints on the Training System.





� 	One third of this number is required for the Miniature Schools – 200 children in the Infant, and 150 to 160 in the Juvenile Department ought to be the maximum in any Training School with a Trainer and one assistant, however convenient the Gallery and Play-ground might be.





� 	From Minutes of Evidence of J. Pl. Kay, Esq., M.D., before Select Committee of the House of Comms, on Education of the Poorer Classes, 5th. March, 1838. In what way do you think those schools should be established; have you…… thought at all upon the mode, or can you describe any school such as you speak of? – The most perfect school of this description with which I am acquainted, is a school recently established in Glasgow by the Glasgow Educational Society, denominated the Glasgow Normal Seminary. A very large sum has been expended in erecting the building of that school, and a gentleman of excellent education was sent to Prussia and Germany, to acquire a knowledge of the plans pursued in the Prussian and German schools, who was afterwards elected rector of the Normal Seminary. The building consists of rooms for the instruction of children, and smaller apartments, in which miniature schools are conducted by the teachers who are undergoing training in the school. There are likewise rooms in which the rector of the school conveys information to the teachers, and instructs them privately in the principles upon which the various methods of training the children are based. In such a school two objects have to be fulfilled: the one of conveying general knowledge to the teachers, and the other making them theoretically acquainted with principles upon which the methods of instruction are founded, and giving them an opportunity of carrying those principles into execution by practising the method in a miniature school, and afterwards of conducting from time to time the large school upon the same plan. 


	What period would it take to educate teachers in the way described, so as to fit them for schoolmasters? – That would depend very much upon the qualifications required by any committee or board of management, intrusted with the duty of selecting persons who were candidates for instruction as teachers. In Scotland peculiar facilities exist for procuring the services of such persons, because the Scottish universities attract to them individuals from the middle and even from the humbler classes, who acquire a large amount of information by attendance upon the classes at the different colleges, and who afterwards are not successful in procuring situations as private teachers, or in procuring a parochial charge under the Church of Scotland; persons so instructed very easily acquire a knowledge of the method of training adopted in the Glasgow Normal Seminary; but I very much fear that in England, where a similar class of persons would be with difficulty found, a much longer period would be required to produce an efficient teacher than has been found necessary, in the circumstances in which the Glasgow Normal Seminary is placed. That renders it the more necessary that some steps should immediately be taken, for the purpose of commencing at all events such schools for teachers? – Certainly and might also render necessary, that, in connection with the Normal School, more extensive measures should be adopted, with the distinct view of conveying elementary instruction to the persons who were candidates for the office of teachers. 


	What is the length of time that the teachers are under training in the Glasgow Normal Seminary? – The demand for teachers is so great, that the directors of the Glasgow Normal Seminary cannot retain persons undergoing training as teachers for so long a period as they think necessary, but they are obliged to part with them at the end of nine months’ or a year’s training. I thing that they would consider a longer period essential to impart all the skill in the methods of instruction which they would desire to see a teacher possessed of. 


	Do you think eighteen months would be sufficient for the training of teachers in England? – supposing that the instruction of the teacher had previously been respectable, I think that eighteen months would be sufficient to give him a moderate acquaintance with and a tolerable skill in the methods of instruction which it would be desirable he should adopt, but a longer period is desirable.


Mr. Pusey.) At what age do the pupils generally enter the Glasgow Normal Seminary? – At the age of twenty and upwards.


So that the rector of the school has the advantage of being able to judge how far the character as well as the attainments of the applicant render him fit to become a schoolmaster? – A very rigid inquiry is always made into the character of the applicant for admission to the class of teachers undergoing training, and testimonials are required from the Minister of the parish, the respectable inhabitants, and others who have had an opportunity of judging concerning the candidates character. …..Have you ever considered the difficulties, that, in order that the mind may retain sufficient elasticity for learning the system properly, a certain age should not be exceeded by the applicant; while, on the other hand, in order that you should be able to judge of the character, a more mature age appears to be required? Those considerations certainly do present considerable difficulties; but from the character of the teachers whom I have seen trained in the Glasgow Normal Seminary, and from the experience I have had of their utility in the provincial schools of this country, I think those difficulties have been surmounted by the selection of individuals having strong religious convictions, and being under the influence of religious sentiments. 


	But the applicants to the Glasgow Normal Seminary, you have stated, are in fact already educated to their hands: but do you suppose that you would find a sufficient number of applicants in England who are equally prepared by their own previous education to learn the particular mode of teaching in a Normal School? – I see a large amount of difficulty and obstruction arising from the consideration adverted to in those questions. 


	Still you are of opinion that though those difficulties would present a considerable obstacle in carrying out a plan of a Normal School at the outset, they are not difficulties which would be insurmountable? – I conceive that the difficulties themselves exist on account of the very small attention which has hitherto been given to the subject of the education of the poorer classes generally, and I by no means consider them insurmountable: they will continue formidable so long as inattention to the subject prevails. 	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*


	From the experience which I have had of the system pursued in some of the best conducted infant schools, and particularly in the Glasgow Normal Seminary, I am inclined to think that if systematic arrangements were adopted for superintending the conduct of the children in the play-ground, and for the whole course of moral training pursued in the school, that the difficulties of making that part of the training of a young child efficient in a large school are greatly exaggerated by those who have not had an opportunity of witnessing the success obtained in such schools.


	Mr. Wyse) Your answer referred particularly to infant schools; would you extend that observation, or that opinion, to the higher class of schools? Certainly; I think that the opportunities for moral training among children during their usual associations in periods of recreation, and also while they are trained in the school, are greatly increased when they are in contact with numbers; and that, although it may require a larger amount of intelligence and superior vigilance and activity on the part of the master, yet his opportunities, not merely of inculcating moral lessons, but forming good habits, are increased by the accidents which occur when numbers are assembled, and which develop the peculiarities of character, and especially the moral tendencies of different characters, rather than in a small school. 


	What number would you consider as constituting a large school, referring now to a more advanced description of schools than the infant schools! – Before I reply to that question, I am desirous to explain that I think, even in the more advanced schools, the gallery which is employed in infant schools for purposes of general instruction, is a very useful expedient, and it is especially useful in (economising?) the extent of means which it would otherwise be necessary to employ in the school, in order to bring the intelligence of the superior masters in daily contact with the whole mass of the children. If the ordinary monitorial system alone were adopted, I cannot conceive that a master ought to be in contact with more than fifty children; but if the ordinary monitorial system be adopted, in conjunction with the gallery employed in infant schools, and which is also employed in the juvenile schools of the Glasgow Normal Seminary, I believe that a very intelligent and active master may conduct a school containing 200 children, with more success than is ordinarily obtained in schools of not half the number.

















� 	It is lamentable to reflect on the sums that are expended for the punishment of crime, and the paltry amount spent in providing Moral machinery for the prevention of crime. Hundreds of thousands are voted for Prisons and Bridewells and Convict-ships, and the maintenance of public Police in our large towns. We have immense sums given for Penitentaries and Houses of Refuge for checking the course of delinquency. All these are very necessary, in present circumstances; but what houses have we for Juvenile and Infant Moral Training? Where are our Training Schools? The grievous practical and fundamental error is this, that Christian and moral teaching have been almost uniformly imagined to be Christian and moral training.





